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Mr. President, | have the honor to speak on
behalf of the Kingdom of Eswatini to request
the inclusion of a supplementary item
entitled: “Inviting Taiwan to participate in
the World Health Assembly as an observer”
in the agenda of the 72" Session of the
World Health Assembly. As stated in the
constitution of the World Health
Organization, “The objective of the World
Health Organization shall be the attainment
of the highest possible level of health by all
people.” The mandate of the WHO will never
be fulfilled if Taiwan’s 23 million people are
left out.

Taiwan is a significant partner in
international health and humanitarian aid
work. And with this experience and
expertise, it is committed to help advance
global welfare and ultimate right of all
people across the world to access health.
Taiwan’s participation in the World Health
Assembly as an observer is a health matter




and an issue of basic human rights. The
political preconditions set by the PRC on
Taiwan’s participation in the WHA are
unreasonable  and groundless. The
WHO...the WHA is a neutral and
professional body and should not be used as
a political arena.

Recent years we have seen a string of
international  outbreaks of  emerging
infectious diseases such as Ebola, Zika virus,
and we remember clearly the human toll of
the 2003 Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome epidemic. Globalization has
created a clear risk of the cross-border
transmission of communicable diseases.
Taiwan should not become a gap in the
global health system, nor should its people
be denied their right to health. The
Director-General Dr. Tedros has rightly said,
“The best thing we can do to prevent future
outbreaks is to strengthen health systems
everywhere.” Leaving any one region out of
the global health network creates a gap that
undermines global public health and safety.
We should not allow politics to create a gap
in the global prevention control network.

In 2017, Taiwan provided a total of donation
21 million US dollars official development
assistance  to international society.
Approximately 24 million official in the field
of medicine and health. This fund is used to
promote a range of health and medical
projects designed to meet the need of proper
contact in line with trend in the development
of the international aid programs. Taiwan is
an excellent vehicle of UHC. 99 percent of




its population have enrolled in national
health program and medical expenditure
accounts for 6.3 percentage of GDP, and
foreign nationals or studying, working in
Taiwan legally, automatically enrolled in this
program. And without our perception,
Taiwan’s experience in developing universal
health coverage could be a valuable
reference for many countries

Mr. President, in the light of these...
(Interrupted by the Chairman)
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Thank you, chair.

This is a matter that is supported by my
country and it is mainly because we believe
that the full enjoyment at the highest
standard of WHO is one of the fundamental
human rights of every human beingwithout
distinction of race, religion, political belief,
economic or social condition.

These principles in which reaffirm the belief
is part of the WHO constitution. A
constitution that we are not honoring by
leaving Taiwan behind.

The organization, tourism, migration force us
to face new challenges on prevention and
control of communicable transnational
diseases. And we cannot guarantee health for




all if we are not able to cooperate with
everyone in the world, leaving no one
behind. Taiwan has worked hard to guarantee
the health and wellness of 23 million
inhabitants and we can certainly learn from
its experience.

Taiwan has become a provider of
humanitarian assistance to countries in
specific helping especially in improving
health coverage, through health programs
and policies, strengthening of medical
capacity and prevention of risk factors
worldwide.

So that is why my country believes that this
agenda item should be included. Thank you.
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Cuba se opone a la inclusion del punto
relativo de Taiwan in orden de dia a la
Asamblea Mundial de Salud. Consideramos
que es el contrario a la decision de la
Asamblea General de Naciones Unidas y del
propio organo de OMS. Esta propuesta seria




para demés contraria a la Constitucién y la
regla de procedimiento de esta Organizacion.

Existe una sola china, y Taiwan es parte
inalienable de ella. EI Gobierno de la
Republica Popular de China es el Unico y
legitimo representante de todo el pueblo
chino, y asi ha sido reconocido por la
comunidad internacional, incluidas Naciones
Unidas. De conformidad con la resolucion
2758 de la Asamblea General de Naciones
Unidas y la resolucion WHA 25.1 de la
Asamblea Mundial de Salud y su el
reglamento interno, asi como el virtud de la
Constitucion de OMS. Taiwan como una
provincia de China, no califica para
participar en esta Asamblea como
Observador.
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Mr. President, Mr. Director-General,
Colleagues, Ministers, Excellencies.

Most member countries, if not all countries
in this assembly are governed by their own
Constitution that often protect their citizens’
right. The World Health Organization is not
any different. On 7 April 1948, WHO’s
Constitution came into full force. WHO was
established to mainly bridge the gaps and
place people first, not politics. The neutral
non-biased organization was formed to
ensure that every individual enjoys the right
to health.




As stated in the WHO Constitution, and |
called, “The enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of health is one of the
fundamental rights of every human being
without distinction of race, religion, political
beliefs, economic or social condition.”
WHO’s Preamble also states “’in the event of
any conflict between any provision of the
rules and any provision of the Constitution,
the Constitution shall prevail. “

WHO have neglected this section of the
Constitution by not recognizing the
fundamental rights of 23 million people of
ROC Taiwan to participate on an equal basis
in the global health security system.

Taiwan is a major transport hub that links
Northeast and Southeast Asia. Taiwan
registers millions of outbound travelers and
hundreds of thousands of migrant workers. In
saying that, Taiwan is an international
gateway and very probable gateway for
infectious diseases. Any outbreak in Taiwan
will affect the rest of the world. The example
of SARS provides extensive evidence, the
exclusions of Taiwan in WHO is a major gap
and will compromise the health security of
people worldwide.

Excellencies, and honorable ministers, let’s
put our political differences aside and place
the world interest first for a moment.
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It is clear that WHO Constitution grants the
right to the highest standard of health to
every human being, including the people of
Taiwan. And to maintain the health security
of all countries, we need to include Taiwan in
the World Health Assembly.

Yes, Taiwan can help. Let’s stop the talk. It’s
time to do action for our young people as
Natasha as earlier this morning. I thank you!
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Thank you, Mr. President. Pakistan strongly
supports the statement delivered by the
Chinese delegation on the issue of Taiwan.

Pakistan believes in one China Principle, that
is, there is only one China and Taiwan is its
integral part. Pakistan fully supports China's
efforts to safeguard its sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

The General Committee year after year has
reiterated that China is a sovereign member
state of the United Nations and Taiwan being
its integral part has no right whatsoever to
claim the membership of the WHO.

We therefore condemn divisive efforts to
introduce issues in this important forum,
which are counterproductive to the work of
this organization and violate the charter of
the United Nations. We therefore oppose
self-serving attempts to undermining China’s
sovereignty by interfering its domestic
affairs. These politically motivated efforts
cannot be allowed to undermine the vital
work of technical body like the WHO.

The world is facing unprecedentedly threat
such as anti-microbial resistance, the
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proliferation of disease due to environmental
degradation and climate change, which are
inflicting greater suffering on the people of
the planet. These challenges oblige us to
come together for evolving global solutions
instead of wasting time and precious
resources for needless politicizations. We
therefore urge all members to stay focused
on the health of the agenda in pursuance of
the mandate of the WHO. | thank you.
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Mr. President. We are once again debating a
proposed supplementary agenda item entitled
“Inviting Taiwan to Participate in the World
Health Assembly as an Observer.” I look
forward to the day when our objective will
be pursued and achieved, the just aspirations
of the Taiwanese people realized and purely
health considerations take precedence at this
supposedly World Health Assembly.
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There is simply no principled basis why
Taiwan should not be here. The arguments in
favour of allowing Taiwan to participate in
this Assembly as an Observer are
straightforward and clear cut. We all know
that the PRC government does not exercise
authority and control over Taiwan and cannot
be reasonably said to represent it here.
Taiwan was never defined to be part of the
PRC, nor can it properly be considered so to
be since the two places have separate,
autonomous, independent and very different
governments.

The participation of Taiwan in this Assembly
as an Observer is neither illegal as suggested
by the delegate from the People’s Republic
of China, nor inconsistent with any
resolution as suggested as we could see that
from the fact that Taiwan used to be here as
an Observer in previous times. The only
reason why it is not here now is because of
the fact that the government in Beijing does
not like the current administration in Taipei.
Is this right? Should the legitimate health
interests of the 23 million people in Taiwan
be held ransom to the preferences of a
government? Interestingly, the fact that
Taiwan was previously allowed to be here as
an Observer is an open acknowledgement by
the PRC itself that it could not adequately
represent the interests of Taiwan at this
forum. If Taiwan were really and truly a part
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of the PRC, should it ever have been allowed
to come to this Assembly as an Observer?
Can a part of my country, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, be invited to sit here as an
Observer?

St. Vincent and the Grenadines is of the view
that the proposed invitation of Taiwan to
participate in the World Health Assembly at
least as an Observer is not even incompatible
with the oft-cited One China principle — just
like the participation of several nations from
the Caribbean in this forum is consistent with
our cherished and valued notion of “One
Caribbean.” One China just like One
Caribbean can and should only be construed
as a reference to a common history, culture
and heritage.

Mr. President, | ask you to incline thine ear
unto reason and wisdom, apply thine heart
unto understanding, and allow the
supplementary item entitled “Inviting Taiwan
to participate in the World Health Assembly
as an Observer” to be placed on the agenda,
in the interest of the health and welfare of 23
million people in the world located in Taiwan
and Universal Health Coverage. Thank you.
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La France est également pour une approche
inclusive de la santé mondiale....Réduire les
inégalités de santé dans le monde est au sein
méme de chaque pays est un objectif clé pour
améliorer le bien étre et le développement
socio-economique des populations, de méme
que la cohésion sociale, la stabilité et la
seécurité dans tous les pays.
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Health for all means there can be no white
spots on the world map. Global health
challenges do not stop at borders.
Consequently, WHO should be a forum for
all relevant partners.
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Both the Global Health Security Agenda
(GHSA) and vaccination campaigns benefit
from the involvement of every nation,
people, and sector. We regret that once again
Taiwan was not invited to observe this
assembly as they were from 2009 to 2016.
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The 23 million people on Taiwan deserve
their voice just as much as anyone else does.
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Given the global reach and often rapid spread
of such health emergencies, it is also
important for all relevant administrations to
be included in this forum to ensure the
discussions on global health security benefit
from their valuable experiences and
expertise.
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In order to combat Ebola, it is necessary to
provide high quality primary health care and
develop mutual trust with local communities.
We assume that we should not make
geographical blank by creating a situation
where a specific region cannot join WHA,
even as an observer. It is required of the
member states to provide more support to
stop the Ebola epidemic...Health is the basic
right for everyone. Japan is committed to

18




provide active support for WHO to achieve
“No One Left Behind.”
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(EI gobierno del Paraguay) Abriga la
conviccion de que las cuestiones relativas a
la salud global no deben ser determinadas
por consideraciones de indole politica y
estima que la participacion de la Republica
de China (Taiwan) como observador es
fundamental para cumplir con més eficiencia
los fines fundamentales de la organizacion.
La ausencia de Taiwan genera obstaculos
para el intercambio de informacion relevante
con otros pases, afecta el animo constructivo
y colaborativo entre los Estados de la
comunidad internacional y en nada
contribuye al cumplimiento del rol
fundamental de la organizacion de velar por
la salud global.
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The global community has made great strides
in improving the health of populations. We
should be proud of that. But there is still
more to do. To achieve our goal, we need to
work together to see beyond our differences.
Politics should not impede people’s access to
the global health system. Canada remains
committed to building a global health
community where everyone is included
regardless of who they are or where they
live. This Assembly gives us an excellent
opportunity to improve the health of people
around the world.

TR AT AR R
Claudia Quiroz

13 Pui' A T d’ (,\ ég‘i}ﬁ. #—f}i%; %i)
E]* wm;wug;ﬂ.’.% A’
& oo Byt AR A RO 2
BEZFEFE LR ok 48
TR AR 2 FhE R Rk
FZRAFIAEFZ £ 8 Lk

W \1— PN ‘m‘{- \"')\

/ %é

Todos estos elementos poseen la misma
importancia de cara al logro de nuestros
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objetivos, estos a través del trabajo conjunto
y articulado tanto a nivel nacional, como
internacional. En este sentido es importante
sefalar el continuo e importante apoyo que
Honduras recibe de Gobiernos amigos, como
Taiwdn que ha sido un socio aliado vy
estratégico en la basqueda de la salud,
durante mucho tiempo, siendo un pask
proveedor de asistencia humanitaria y de
capacitacion del recurso humano en salud.

LRI Er
Brendan Murphy
Chief medical officer
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As past outbreaks such as the SARS
epidemic told us, diseases do not respect
borders. WHO performs its unique and vital
role in the global community. And Australia’s
strong view is that WHO and the World
Health Assembly need to be as inclusive as
possible in the interest of regional and global
health. Australia welcomes the leadership of
the director general in calling on member
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states to ensure that everyone, everywhere
can access to quality health services without
fighting financial hardship. As we move
towards achieving the sustainable
development goals, we must ensure we left
no one behind. We look forward to working
with partners to ensure that these principles
are reaffirmed at the UN high level meetings
on universal health coverage and reflected in
the political declaration.
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Dr. Carlos Enrique Soto
Menegazzo
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No quisiera dejar pasar la oportunidad para
agradecer al gobierno de Taiwan, que ha
colaborado con Guatemala en la expansion
de la cobertura de la salud materna, asicomo
con medicamentos, lo que ha permitido
avanzar en el cumplimiento de objetivos para
el fortalecimiento de los sistemas de salud, la
vigilancia y respuesta a las emergencias, y
las estrategias para enfrentar enfermedades
transmisibles y no transmisibles, entre otros.
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There is one partner not present in this room.
And over the past 3 years since | have been
here, | have not seen them. They have helped
Palau achieved its SDG goals, and also
supported Palau for the past 20 years. They
are ranked 9th in the Bloomberg’s Healthcare
Efficiency Index. They are champion of
universal health care. And there are 23
million of them. Thank you, Taiwan.

Palau does not dispute to its right or wrong in
this arena. We all try to do the right thing,
sometimes from a different perspective.
When we are gathered here at the WHA
talking about universal health care, no one
left behind. | believe that by excluding
Taiwan from sharing their success in WHA,
it is not Taiwan who is left behind. It is us at
the WHA. Palau believes that Taiwan can
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help.
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Mr President, on a related matter to
development partners | would like to request
for your kind and utmost consideration for
the Republic of China — Taiwan to be
considered as an observer in this high level
WHA in the future. Thank you and looking
forward for close partnership and
collaboration among us all for the good
health benefit of our people across the globe.

Dr. Ashley Bloomfield
(Director-General of Health
and Chief Executive,
Ministry of Health)

When we consider Universal Health
Coverage collectively in a global context, it
should be no room for politics or
politicization in our considerations.
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eSwatini will continue to learn from her
allies, such as the Republic of China
(Taiwan) who has demonstrated that they
have one of the best national healthcare
insurance schemes with more than 99 percent
registered with it. Their insurance is
inclusive of resident foreigners such as those
work in the country or for education
purposes in the spirit of Leaving No One
Behind. Their exclusion from WHO deprives
many of the opportunities to learn from
them.
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The recent launch of ten recommendations to
achieve health for all in the Americas by
PAHO and the United Nations, emphasized
the increasing need to guarantee the right to
health; and recommended transforming
health systems based on primary care and
effective funding.

It is why | am pleased to convey my
Federation’s gratitude to the Government of
Taiwan, with whom we have an increasingly
strong cooperative relationship. Through the
mobilization of significant financial and
human resources, Taiwan has assisted us
immensely in our universal health journey
and structure; most recently in the areas of
Renal Disease prevention and treatment.

Taiwan has a 24 year old history of NHI
ranked 14th in 2017 by Global to Healthcare
Index of the Economist and 9th in 2018 by
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Health Care Efficiency Index of Bloomberg
Finance.

Taiwan is a major transport hub linking
Northeast and Southeast Asia registering
millions of outbound travelers and hundreds
of thousands of migrant workers. Because of
its location Taiwan could easily be a gateway
for infectious diseases. | see no logical
justification for the exclusion of Taiwan, as
an observer to this annual global event,
particularly after witnessing that tragic
rejection of Monday 20th May, 2019, when
members of this body categorised their
efforts to contribute meaningfully to Global
health as playing politics. | therefore repeat
the clarion call for the inclusion of Taiwan as
an observer to the WHA.
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As such, our support for UHC is not only for
some nations, but for all nations. With this
said, Madame President, | continue to plead
for WHO to be true to its word, and in
observance of our theme, ”Universal Health
Coverage, Leaving no one behind.” Let us
walk the walk, instead of just talking the talk.

Let us invite our sister Countries, not only
Taiwan, but all those

other countries that are not at the table, to
come on board, and join

with  WHO to continue providing the
professional, pragmatic and

constructive engagement that is necessary for
us to accomplish the  Sustainable
Development Goals. Let us as a Health
World Body, allow Taiwan and all world
nations to speak with one voice for
sustainable Health Care. This would advance
the right to health and wellbeing of people all
around the world.

Madame President, Taiwan has successfully
implemented UHC and can contribute to
global health security. At present, WHO has
a broken link as some countries are not
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included in the global health network. And
you know how the saying goes, it says
“you are as strong as you weakest link.”

Madame President, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank WHO, the Government
and People of Taiwan...... who come to St.
Lucia to assists us in providing care for our
people.
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Madame President, In the spirit of our theme,
which I remind you is “Universal Health
Coverage: Leaving No-One Behind,” this
August Body should review its position on
the participation of Taiwan at the World
Health Assembly. | do not think that anyone
would seriously suggest that the 23 million
people who live on that island are
represented here. This creates a dangerous
and undesirable gap in the global health
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network undermining public health and
safety, and is contrary to the very notion of
Universal Health Coverage that we defend.
The gap should be closed.

Madame President, It is my wish that the
people of all the nations in the world will
prosper and be in the highest possible level
of health. Let’s keep working towards that
goal. Thank you.
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As a country we are growing not only in
local population but in planning for a
sustainable future. We are also grateful to the
support from all our Donors - WHO, SPC,
UN agencies, Australia, New Zealand and
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Taiwan.

For the last 37 years, Nauru has enjoyed a
robust relationship with Taiwan, especially in
the important field of health and wellbeing.
The consistency of that relationship has
benefited Nauru through the ongoing
provision of medical support, sponsored
NCD prevention including tobacco control,
regular medical mission, donation of goods
and most recently the installation of solar
panels for our hospitals.

In light the theme of this Assembly which is
Universal Health Coverage, leaving no-one
behind, Nauru wishes to ensure no one is left
behind and that Taiwan needs to have a voice
at this forum on behalf of their 23 million
citizens.
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As we reflect and aim to ensure that
Universal Health Coverage doesn’t take us
another 40 years to make relevant changes.
We acknowledge and remind ourselves that it
is only through a collective effort to an
all-inclusive approach at the WHO that
includes — ALL — members of this global
village that we will have to advance. Health
cannot be about politics and specific
ideologies and we do have a lot to learn in
Belize. We are aware that we can learn from
countries like Taiwan, a pioneer in Universal
Health Coverage with an almost complete
coverage of the population, with a steady
contribution to global health which ought to
be recognized. Taiwan’s participation at this
forum would enhance the discussion and we
all stand to benefit with their good practices,
isolation takes us nowhere in health, so we
appeal to the Assembly for inclusion of ALL
actors in our deliberations. | thank you.
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La délégation haitienne profite du theme de
cette année: “la Couverture Sanitaire
Universelle- ne laisser personne de coté”
pour demander encore une fois la
réadmission de la Républigue de Chine
(Taiwan) a titre d’observateur a I’ Assemblée
mondiale de la sante.

Halti, en tant que membre du Core-Groupe
sur la réforme des stages, se félicite de la
décision de I’OMS pour fournir une
allocation aux jeunes professionnels de la
santé pendant leurs formations dans tous les
bureaux de pays et régionaux de I’OMS.
Madame la présidente, Haiti renouvelle son
engagement vis-a-vis d’un monde plus sain
et plus équitable avec plus de justice sociale.
La couverture sanitaire universelle en santé
demeure un passage obligé et nous y sommes
fermement attaches. Merci.
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Let us not forget of our collective aspiration
to achieve UHC without leaving anyone
behind and be reminded of ourselves of
WHO’s Constitution which states: “The
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard
of health is the fundamental right of every
human Dbeing without distinction of race,
religion, political or economic condition.”
This was further reinforced by the UN SDG
pledge.

Tuvalu acknowledges the assistant from
Taiwan in developing our Primary Health
Services and further wishes for their
inclusion in the WHO family so that we
remain true to our pledge of leaving no one
behind. Taiwan has continued to provide
assistance to Tuvalu, in the form of visiting
medical teams, emergency response, the
provision of medical supplies and training
for our health professionals. These are all
key elements in achieving UHC and we are
grateful for Taiwan’s continuing support
despite being left out of the WHO. We will
never be able to say categorically that we
have achieved UHC and leave no one behind
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if 23 million citizens remain excluded.
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Solomon Islands recognises the importance
of primary health care and wishes to
acknowledge the strong support and
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commitment provided by our development
partners including Taiwan, in our goals for
achieving vibrant healthcare system.

On this note, Solomon Islands urges this
committee to invite Taiwan to participate
fully in its future deliberations so that the 23
million people of Taiwan are not left out in
our shared commitment to ensure we fully
live up to the ideals of universal health
coverage and leave no one behind for the
good and wellbeing of all mankind.

BB FA K Hon.
Kalani Kaneko
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The dialogue on universal health coverage
will never settle unless we include a partner
with countries that has reached the target of
health for all. Taiwan has excellent record of
implementation of being universal health
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coverage with 99.9 percent of its population
enrolled in the national health insurance
program. | had the privilege to visit and
explore the Taiwanese insurance program
headquarter and learned about their
successes. Marshall Islands thank Taiwan for
sharing their know-how. Marshall Islands
join other nations and strongly urge WHO to
include Taiwan in our assembly in order for
us to reach the universal health coverage
much faster and meet the intention of health
for all. The inclusion of all countries in the
WHO will enable the global community to
meet our coordinated effort towards
achieving  universal health  coverage.
Marshall Islands support the resolution but
request to include Taiwan in the Universal
Health Coverage Document to the United
Nations General Assembly.
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