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Preface 

Amendments to the International Health Regulations (2005) were adopted 

at the 77th World Health Assembly (WHA) in 2024, and the World Health 

Organization (WHO) is discussing a pandemic agreement that is expected 

to be approved at the 78th WHA. Today, the world is focused on the future 

of global public health management. Taiwan, a major contributor to global 

health, is seeking to participate in WHO and its related technical meetings 

and mechanisms, as well as the World Health Assembly as an observer. Our 

overarching desire is to better fulfill our obligations to public health as a 

responsible member of the international community, which can only be 

achieved through participation in this global health body.  

During COVID-19, Taiwan demonstrated its commitment to public health 

as well as the reliability of its epidemic prevention system. Separately, 

Taiwan has accumulated a great deal of experience providing international 

medical assistance. For example, we donate medical supplies and offer 

training to the medical personnel of partner countries. Such efforts 

highlight Taiwan’s world-class public health system and medical capacity 

as well as our willingness to contribute to the world.  

WHO is the most important global organization addressing public health. 

But due to political considerations, WHO has not always acted in a 

professional, neutral manner. By excluding Taiwan, WHO has severely 

jeopardized the right to health of the 23.5 million people of Taiwan. 

Regrettably, WHO’s stance undermines its own efforts to make global 

health architecture more comprehensive. This hinders global prevention, 

preparedness, and response to health emergencies. 

We call on all nations to support Taiwan’s participation in WHO meetings, 

activities, and mechanisms, including in the WHA as an observer. Taiwan 



is a reliable partner for upholding health security, engaging in disaster 

management, and constructing a more comprehensive global health 

framework. 

Background information 

Taiwan’s participation in WHO remains limited 

From 2012 to 2024, Taiwan was invited to an average of just seven WHO 

meetings annually. China’s obstruction has been the primary reason for this 

meager showing. Overall, Taiwan’s participation in WHO technical 

meetings continues to be sporadic and limited. There is significant room 

for improvement.  

Moreover, Taiwan has applied to participate in a number of WHO 

programs, including the Global Digital Health Certification Network 

(GDHCN) as well as WHO Listed Authority and prequalification (PQ) 

certification, and to add its national focal point for non-communicable 

diseases to WHO’s list. We also hope to participate in the International 

Health Regulations (IHR) on an equal footing with other member states. 

But to our inquiries we have achieved a tepid response. 

World-leading medical and health technologies and products 

National Health Insurance 

This year marks the 30th anniversary of Taiwan’s implementation of 

universal health coverage. Taiwan’s National Health Insurance (NHI) 

program covers the full spectrum of essential, high-quality health services, 

from prevention and treatment to rehabilitation and palliative care. In the 

1960s, Taiwan’s health sector began the process of incorporating laborers, 

farmers, and government employees into a health insurance system. The 

NHI is now widely regarded as one of the best systems in the world. In 

Numbeo’s annual survey, Taiwan has ranked first in the Healthcare Index 

category every year since 2019. In 2023, CEOWORLD ranked Taiwan as 

the country with the best healthcare system globally. Our system ranked 



second for health and a healthy environment in the 2023 Swiss Institute of 

Management’s World Talent Ranking report. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Taiwan’s NHI and public health sector 

provided the public with service continuously. This was significant for 

maintaining people’s right to health and social stability. The NHI database 

and its up-to-date information systems proved central to Taiwan’s 

successful pandemic prevention efforts. 

Epidemic surveillance 

The experience Taiwan gained with SARS in 2003 prompted our 

government to conduct a comprehensive review of epidemic control 

preparedness. This included legal reforms, organizational adjustments, and 

extended training for frontline personnel to enhance the overall epidemic 

response system. In line with global trends and the demands of epidemic 

prevention and control, the government made amendments to epidemic 

prevention regulations, improved the infectious disease prevention 

framework, and increased preparedness for emerging infectious diseases.  

Being located near China and sharing a language and culture, Taiwan is 

able to detect and decode information on epidemics happening in China. 

At the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak at the end of 2019, Taiwan 

quickly learned that this was an emerging epidemic, implementing 

preventive measures and promptly notifying WHO of the situation. 

Unfortunately, Taiwan’s warnings were not taken seriously. As a result, the 

world suffered, highlighting the critical role Taiwan plays in monitoring 

disease outbreaks in China. 

Smart healthcare 

In June 2024, President Lai Ching-te put forth his vision for a healthy 

Taiwan. Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim has also emphasized the importance 

of healthcare to Taiwan. We have formed an interdisciplinary smart 

healthcare clusters. Our high-quality healthcare system as well as our IC, 



machine tool, and AI industries provide tools for clinical trials and practice. 

This is a new chapter for Taiwan, by which we safeguard the health of the 

people and contribute to health globally. Smart healthcare can also be 

applied in epidemic-related medical decisions. Meanwhile, through 

multicenter retrospective analyses of medical records in Taiwan, this 

system can identify risk factors associated with severe illness and mortality, 

leading to better care for hospitalized patients. 

A Taiwan public healthcare team, a joint effort of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs (MOFA) and the Ministry of Health and Welfare (MOHW), 

integrates public- and private-sector resources in a flagship initiative on 

smart medicine and healthcare. This is part of the Diplomatic Allies 

Prosperity Project and is expanding Taiwan’s public health and medical 

cooperation with allies and other friendly countries. One example is 

Taiwan’s effort to enhance Paraguay’s health information management 

system, laying the foundation for digitalized, more optimized healthcare. 

This is a model for Taiwan’s other smart healthcare projects in South 

America. 

At the same time, Taiwan is expanding its smart healthcare collaboration 

with Palau National Hospital. This is a means of further enhancing Palau’s 

public health and medical capabilities.  

Vaccine production capacity 

Taiwan’s Medigen Vaccine Biologics Corp. licensed its COVID-19 vaccine 

technology to the WHO’s COVID-19 Technology Access Pool (C-TAP) 

and as well as the United Nations Medicines Patent Pool (MPP). Medigen 

was the first private manufacturer to participate in both the C-TAP and 

MPP plans. This achievement underscores how Taiwan’s world-class 

biotechnology is useful in ensuring global health.  

In 2024, Adimmune Corporation signed the Standard Material Transfer 

Agreement 2 with WHO under the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness 



Framework (PIPF). This agreement ensures that contracted manufacturers 

can promptly obtain virus strains or pathogen samples from WHO 

laboratory networks in the event of an emerging influenza outbreak, 

accelerating the development of vaccines or antiviral drugs. Additionally, 

in signing this agreement, manufacturers commit to donating and 

supplying a certain quantity of newly developed vaccines to WHO for use 

in pandemic prevention.  

Although Taiwan is not a WHO member, its biotechnology companies can 

still sign agreements under WHO mechanisms, demonstrating international 

recognition of Taiwan’s vaccine capabilities. This once again shows that 

Taiwan is an indispensable partner in global pandemic prevention efforts. 

A reliable partner for both global health security and disaster 

management 

While Taiwan made many contributions to the international community 

during COVID-19, it has been excluded from the drafting and negotiation 

of the WHO pandemic agreement and related mechanisms, such as gaining 

access to pandemic-related resources and materials, the WHO Pathogen 

Access and Benefit-Sharing System (PABS), and the Global Supply Chain 

Network (GSCN). 

Consider the WHO PABS System. Real-time information sharing is 

important to combating emerging infectious diseases. Taiwan has in place 

a comprehensive, high-quality infectious disease surveillance system. As a 

responsible member of the international community, in 2013 and 2017, 

Taiwan notified and shared information on H6N1 and H7N9 avian 

influenza cases and related virus gene sequences—once they were 

completed—with the international community. This permitted other 

countries to take necessary precautionary measures. In addition, Taiwan 

was the first to report the outbreak of COVID-19 in China in 2019. This 

was affirmed by the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and 

Response (IPPR) investigation report. And yet, we have received no 



response to our applications to join the Global Influenza Surveillance and 

Response System (GISRS) that have been made since 2006. 

In the early stage of the COVID-19 pandemic, Taiwan had the capacity to 

provide masks, isolation gowns, forehead thermometers, and other medical 

equipment and pandemic prevention materials to countries in need. Taiwan 

has demonstrated its commitment to the world, making its exclusion from 

the GSCN a great loss to global health security. 

Furthermore, Taiwan possesses advanced medical capabilities and 

extensive experience with providing humanitarian aid and international 

disaster relief. We have delivered postearthquake disaster relief in Haiti 

and Nepal. We collaborate with domestic and international NGOs to 

implement aid projects, thereby expanding our outreach. Additionally, 

through the International Cooperation and Development Fund, Taiwan has 

supported Saint Vincent and the Grenadines in projects on disaster 

management and reducing emergency medical burdens. These initiatives 

help strengthen local disaster resilience by building critical infrastructure 

and enhancing personnel capacity. 

The MOHW has cooperated with the University Hospitals of Geneva 

(HUG) since 2019. Under this initiative, the HUG team has provided 

training to our emergency medical teams (EMTs) in line with WHO 

guidelines, meaning that these EMTs now meet the qualifications for WHO 

EMT Type 1 fixed teams. Taiwan will continue to expand and upgrade its 

international partnerships regarding emergency medical teams. Thanks to 

this, Taiwan will be ready to deploy well-trained professional teams as well 

as essential supplies to nations affected by disasters and other emergencies 

to save lives. 

In our dynamic world of converging challenges, Taiwan is willing and able 

to help wherever there is a need. In response to health emergencies in 

Ukraine, the people and government of Taiwan made cash and in-kind 

donations of medical and humanitarian relief supplies valued at millions of 



US dollars. We also dispatched healthcare workers to provide services on 

the front lines in Ukraine and in neighboring countries to victims of war. 

Taiwan will continue to be a force for good in the world and bolster the 

resilience of the global health network. 

Building a more comprehensive global health framework 

Taiwan is dedicated to universal health coverage. Over the past few 

decades, Taiwan has bolstered its healthcare and public health systems in 

line with WHO recommendations. We have, for example, enhanced 

primary and oral healthcare and stepped up the fight against communicable 

and noncommunicable diseases. Looking ahead, Taiwan will utilize its 

significant advances in and contributions to universal health coverage to 

help the world achieve the goal of health for all. 

Talking points   

A. For like-minded countries and diplomatic allies 

Please support Taiwan’s participation in the 78th WHA as an observer 

From 2009 to 2016, Taiwan was invited by the WHO director-general to 

attend the WHA as an observer. But since 2017, Taiwan has been excluded 

from the WHA due to political interference. 

WHO’s failure to act in a neutral, professional manner jeopardizes the 

health rights of Taiwan’s 23.5 million people and is in contravention of the 

principle outlined in the WHO Constitution that health is a fundamental 

human right. 

Please support Taiwan’s technical participation in WHO meetings, 

mechanisms, and activities 

Taiwan has over the years applied to participate in many WHO 

mechanisms. Inclusion in such mechanisms would permit Taiwan to 

engage directly in the operation of the international health system and 

would lead to significant benefits for other countries. The GDHCN, for 



example, is built upon regional networks for COVID-19 certificates and 

utilizes the infrastructure and experiences of the European Union Digital 

COVID Certificate (EUDCC) system. The GDHCN is designed to be used 

as an infrastructural building block to support additional applications, 

which may include the digitization of the International Certificate of 

Vaccination or Prophylaxis, verification of prescriptions across borders, the 

International Patient Summary, verification of vaccination certificates 

within and across borders, and certifications of public health professionals.  

Taiwan became a member of the EUDCC in December 2020. However, 

Taiwan remains excluded from the GDHCN, as the group accepts only 

WHO member states. The EUDCC and GDHCN are actually trust 

networks that enable participating countries to verify the authenticity of 

each others’ digital records and health certificates through interoperable 

trust architecture. WHO is not directly involved in this mechanism, making 

it all the more unreasonable that Taiwan has been excluded from the 

GDHCN. 

Taiwan’s exclusion from the GDHCN means that our authorities and health 

facilities will not be able to issue digitalized certification documents that 

are in line with international standards or to verify those of other countries. 

In the event of a global pandemic, the customs verification burden in 

Taiwan and other countries will therefore be greater than otherwise. 

Taiwanese working overseas and foreigners living in Taiwan may be 

impeded from seeking medical care. (In 2019, prior to COVID-19, 28.83 

million Taiwanese traveled overseas while 28.75 million foreign tourists 

visited Taiwan. Therefore, 58 million passengers could be affected every 

year. In 2021, approximately 320,000 Taiwanese were working overseas, 

and 800,000 foreigners lived in Taiwan.) In addition, when the GDHCN 

digital verification model takes hold, it is likely that the international 

community will gradually phase out paper-based certificates. Taiwan’s 

participation in the EUDCC in 2020 demonstrates that Taiwan’s 



capabilities as well as the quality of our medical ICT have been 

internationally recognized. Please encourage WHO to process Taiwan’s 

application to join GDHCN. 

Furthermore, even though Taiwan established a liaison with the WHO IHR 

National Focal Point in 2009, we do not enjoy the same rights as other 

member states, such as participating in relevant training. The 2024 

amendments to the IHR (2005) are to take effect on September 19, 2025. 

If Taiwan’s Centers for Disease Control is prevented from attending related 

training or workshops, it may face difficulty complying with WHO’s 

reporting format requirements for public health events under the amended 

IHR. This, in turn, will hinder Taiwan’s ability to monitor, analyze, and 

report outbreaks effectively and will therefore seriously affect global health 

security.  

We urge WHO to maintain an open, flexible attitude, adhere to the 

principles of professionalism and neutrality, and pragmatically include 

Taiwan in the WHA and WHO meetings, activities, and mechanisms, 

including negotiation of the WHO pandemic agreement. 

Clarifying disinformation concerning Taiwan’s participation in WHO 

1. Misleading speeches by Chinese officials and WHO Director-General 

Tedros Ghebreyesus that have caused people to believe that Taiwan 

enjoys untrammeled participation in WHO meetings or that China is 

responsible for the health and welfare of Taiwan’s people: 

(1) Director-General Tedros said that WHO works with Taiwan. When 

Taiwan indicates a desire to participate in meetings organized or co-

organized by WHO, it must communicate with the WHO Secretariat 

on a case-by-case basis. Over the past 12 years, Taiwan has been 

invited to a mere seven meetings on average annually. WHO 

organizes hundreds of meetings every year, meaning that Taiwan’s 

participation is exceedingly limited. 



(2) China claims that it oversees the health of Taiwan’s people. The 

health rights of Taiwan’s 23.5 million people are solely the 

responsibility of the people and government of Taiwan. And when 

trouble strikes, other nations offer far greater assistance to Taiwan 

than China. During the 2003 SARS outbreak, as Taiwan was not a 

WHO member, we did not receive timely information enabling us to 

respond effectively, leading to significant loss of life. 

However, with the lessons learned from SARS, Taiwan was able to 

quickly implement measures to prevent and control the COVID-19 

pandemic. During both SARS and COVID-19, China provided 

Taiwan with no aid, no epidemic information, and no protective 

supplies. When Taiwan lacked COVID-19 vaccines, support from 

like-minded countries such as the United States, Japan, and the 

Czech Republic alleviated the situation. China has never prioritized 

the health of Taiwan’s people.  

(3) China claims to have approved Taiwan’s participation in 21 technical 

meetings in 2012. Again, over the past 12 years, Taiwan was invited 

to attend only an average of seven meetings annually. Our 

applications to participate in closed-door meetings are rejected 60 

percent of the time. Taiwan’s participation in international health 

affairs affects the fundamental right to health of its 23.5 million 

people and should not be subject to outside consent. 

2. Taiwan is excluded from WHO because WHA Resolution 25.1 draws on 

UN General Assembly Resolution 2758. Neither UNGA Resolution 

2758 nor WHA Resolution 25.1 can justify Taiwan’s exclusion from 

WHO. These resolutions do not mention Taiwan, nor do they confirm 

Taiwan to be a part of the People’s Republic of China or authorize the 

PRC to represent Taiwan at the UN or its subsidiary bodies. Hence, these 

resolutions have nothing to do with Taiwan and do not address the issue 

of Taiwan’s representation in the UN. Only Taiwan’s democratically 



elected government can represent the people of Taiwan in the UN, WHO, 

and other international organizations.  

B. For friendly countries 

Please support Taiwan’s technical participation in WHO meetings and 

mechanisms and in the 78th WHA as an observer 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Taiwan showed its mettle in providing 

medical care. It also proved to be highly self-sufficient in the production 

and distribution of medical supplies. Not only did Taiwan achieve 

remarkable success in controlling the pandemic, but it also showcased its 

commitment to contributing globally. Yet due to political considerations, 

Taiwan continues to be excluded from WHO. 

From 2009 to 2016, Taiwan was invited by the WHO director-general to 

attend the WHA as an observer. However, since 2017, Taiwan has been 

excluded from the WHA. WHO’s failure to act in a neutral, professional 

manner jeopardizes the health rights of Taiwan’s 23.5 million people and 

is in contravention of the principle outlined in the WHO Constitution that 

health is a fundamental human right. 

Furthermore, Taiwan has over the years applied to participate in many 

WHO mechanisms. Taiwan’s inclusion in such mechanisms would permit 

Taiwan to engage directly in the operation of the international health 

system and would lead to significant benefits for other countries. The 

GDHCN, for example, is built upon regional networks for COVID-19 

certificates and utilizes the infrastructure and experiences of the EUDCC 

system. The GDHCN is designed to be used as an infrastructural building 

block to support additional applications, which may include the digitization 

of the International Certificate of Vaccination or Prophylaxis, verification 

of prescriptions across borders, the International Patient Summary, 

verification of vaccination certificates within and across borders, and the 

certifications of public health professionals.  



Taiwan’s exclusion from the GDHCN means that our authorities and health 

facilities will not be able to issue digitalized certification documents that 

are in line with international standards or verify those of other countries. 

In the event of a global pandemic, the customs verification burden in 

Taiwan and other countries will therefore be greater than otherwise. 

Taiwanese working overseas and foreigners living in Taiwan will also be 

further impeded from seeking medical care. (In 2019, prior to COVID-19, 

28.83 million Taiwanese traveled overseas while 28.75 million foreign 

tourists visited Taiwan. It is estimated that 58 million passengers could be 

affected every year. In 2021, approximately 320,000 Taiwanese were 

working overseas, and 800,000 foreigners lived in Taiwan.) In addition, 

when the GDHCN digital verification model takes hold, it is likely that the 

international community will gradually phase out paper-based certificates. 

Taiwan’s participation in the EUDCC in 2020 demonstrates that Taiwan’s 

capabilities as well as the quality of its medical ICT have already been 

internationally recognized. Please encourage WHO to process Taiwan’s 

application to join GDHCN. 

Encourage public representatives and members of parliament to uphold 

international justice and speak up for Taiwan and support Taiwan’s 

participation in the WHA and WHO meetings and mechanisms 

Taiwan is excluded from WHO because WHA Resolution 25.1 draws on 

UN General Assembly Resolution 2758. However, these resolutions do not 

mention Taiwan, nor do they address the issue of Taiwan’s representation 

in the UN and WHO. Only Taiwan’s democratically elected government 

can represent the people of Taiwan in the UN, WHO, and other 

international organizations. 

Director-General Tedros Ghebreyesus said that WHO works with Taiwan. 

When Taiwan indicates a desire to participate in meetings organized or co-

organized by WHO, it must communicate with the WHO Secretariat on a 

case-by-case basis. Over the past 12 years, Taiwan has been invited to a 



mere seven meetings on average annually. WHO organizes hundreds of 

meetings every year, meaning that Taiwan’s participation is exceedingly 

limited. 

China claims that it is responsible for the health of Taiwan’s people. 

However, the fact is that the health rights of Taiwan’s 23.5 million people 

are in the hands of the people of Taiwan. During the 2003 SARS outbreak, 

as Taiwan was not a WHO member, we did not receive timely information 

enabling us to respond effectively, leading to significant loss of life. 

With the lessons learned from SARS, Taiwan was able to quickly 

implement measures to prevent and control the COVID-19 pandemic. 

During both SARS and COVID-19, China provided Taiwan with no 

assistance; it has never prioritized the health of Taiwan’s people. 

We urge your country’s public representatives and members of parliament 

to speak up for Taiwan at appropriate times and support our participation 

in the WHA and WHO meetings and mechanisms. Taiwan’s participation 

affects global health security and would realize international justice, 

fostering a positive cycle of goodwill worldwide. 

C. For the general public 

Taiwan’s MOFA, MOHW, and related government departments will 

continue to press for the nation’s participation in the 78th WHA as an 

observer as well as in WHO technical meetings, mechanisms, and activities. 

While the United States has announced its intention to withdraw from 

WHO, a strong and healthy WHO remains central to the health of the global 

population. Disease knows no borders. The participation and contributions 

of all countries are needed to ensure global health. As a member of the 

international community, Taiwan is responsible to contribute to global 

public health. 

In 1997, Taiwan’s government launched its campaign to participate in 



WHO. We have sought to achieve health without borders. Thanks to the 

dedicated, combined effort of the government and the private sector, along 

with strong support from our allies and friends, the international 

community has come to a greater understanding of the necessity of 

Taiwan’s inclusion. Many major countries and international medical 

organizations have come out in support of Taiwan’s participation. Taiwan 

has continued to enhance its medical and healthcare capabilities and fulfill 

its obligations as a responsible member of the global community. We have 

earned the recognition of the international community for these efforts.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Taiwan displayed its commitment to 

public health and the reliability of its epidemic prevention system. 

Moreover, Taiwan has accumulated a great deal of experience providing 

international medical assistance. For example, we donate medical supplies 

and offer training to medical personnel from partner countries. Such efforts 

demonstrate Taiwan’s world-class public health system and medical 

capacity as well as our willingness to contribute to the world.  

The MOHW, in conjunction with MOFA and other agencies, will work 

with allies and like-minded partners to garner greater support for Taiwan 

in international forums. The government is also pursuing bilateral health 

exchanges with various countries in hopes of building greater appreciation 

for Taiwan’s contributions. We also utilize social media and international 

media coverage to bolster global public support and enhance international 

awareness of the need for Taiwan’s participation in WHO and the WHA. 

Such a development would ensure that global health decisions include 

everyone, including the 23.5 million people of Taiwan. 

Clarifying disinformation concerning Taiwan’s participation in WHO 

1. Misleading speeches by Chinese officials and WHO Director-General 

Tedros Ghebreyesus that have caused people to believe that Taiwan 

enjoys untrammeled participation in WHO meetings or that China is 

responsible for the health and welfare of Taiwan’s people: 



(1) Director-General Tedros said that WHO works with Taiwan. When 

Taiwan indicates a desire to participate in meetings organized or co-

organized by WHO, it must communicate with the WHO Secretariat 

on a case-by-case basis. Over the past 12 years, Taiwan has been 

invited to a mere seven meetings on average annually. WHO 

organizes hundreds of meetings every year, meaning that Taiwan’s 

participation is exceedingly limited. So long as this exclusion 

continues, Taiwan’s government will continue work with other 

countries and international organizations to obtain the latest health-

related information, ensuring that the health rights of the Taiwanese 

people are not compromised. 

(2) China claims that it oversees the health of Taiwan’s people. The 

health rights of Taiwan’s 23.5 million people are solely the 

responsibility of the people and government of Taiwan. And when 

trouble strikes, other nations offer far greater assistance to Taiwan 

than China. During the 2003 SARS outbreak, as Taiwan was not a 

WHO member, we did not receive timely information enabling us to 

respond effectively, leading to significant loss of life. 

However, with the lessons learned from SARS, Taiwan was able to 

quickly implement measures to prevent and control the COVID-19 

pandemic. During both SARS and COVID-19, China provided 

Taiwan with no aid, no epidemic information, and no protective 

supplies. When Taiwan lacked COVID-19 vaccines, support from 

like-minded countries such as the United States, Japan, and the 

Czech Republic alleviated the situation. China has never prioritized 

the health of Taiwan’s people.  

(3) China claims to have approved Taiwan’s participation in 21 technical 

meetings in 2012. Again, over the past 12 years, Taiwan was invited 

to attend only an average of seven meetings annually. Our 

applications to participate in closed-door meetings are rejected 60 



percent of the time. Taiwan’s participation in international health 

affairs affects the fundamental right to health of its 23.5 million 

people and should not be subject to outside consent. We urge the 

public not to be misled by China’s false narratives. 

2. Taiwan is excluded from WHO because WHA Resolution 25.1 draws on 

UN General Assembly Resolution 2758. However, the objective status 

quo across the Taiwan Strait and the internationally recognized reality is 

that neither the Republic of China (Taiwan) nor the People’s Republic 

of China is subordinate to the other. These resolutions do not mention 

Taiwan, nor do they confirm Taiwan to be a part of the People’s Republic 

of China or authorize the PRC to represent Taiwan at the UN or its 

subsidiary bodies. Hence, these resolutions have nothing to do with 

Taiwan and do not address the issue of Taiwan’s representation in the 

UN. Only Taiwan’s democratically elected government can represent the 

people of Taiwan in the UN, WHO, and other international organizations.  

D. To health NGOs  

MOFA, MOHW, and related government departments will continue to 

support Taiwan health NGOs’ participation in WHO and the WHA as well 

as iNGOs related to health 

While the United States has announced its intention to withdraw from 

WHO, a strong and healthy WHO remains central to the health of the global 

population. Disease knows no borders. The participation and contributions 

of all countries are needed to ensure global health. As a member of the 

international community, Taiwan is responsible to contribute to global 

public health. 

In 1997, Taiwan’s government launched its campaign to participate in 

WHO. We have sought to achieve health without borders. Thanks to the 

dedicated, combined effort of the government and the private sector, along 

with strong support from our allies and friends, the international 



community has come to a greater understanding of the necessity of 

Taiwan’s inclusion. Many major countries and international medical 

organizations have come out in support of Taiwan’s participation. Taiwan 

has continued to enhance its medical and healthcare capabilities and fulfill 

its obligations as a responsible member of the global community. We have 

earned the recognition of the international community for these efforts.  

Taiwan’s government will continue to support outstanding health 

professionals as well as student groups to participate in international health 

programs, collaborations, and exchanges. By sharing Taiwan’s experiences 

and contributing to building a global healthcare network, these efforts give 

our health professionals practical experience in international health 

projects, enhance our global participation and visibility, and showcase our 

soft power through public health. 

Clarifying disinformation concerning Taiwan’s participation in WHO 

1. Misleading speeches by Chinese officials and WHO Director-General 

Tedros Ghebreyesus that have caused people to believe that Taiwan 

enjoys untrammeled participation in WHO meetings or that China is 

responsible for the health and welfare of Taiwan’s people: 

(1) Director-General Tedros said that WHO works with Taiwan. When 

Taiwan indicates a desire to participate in meetings organized or co-

organized by WHO, it must communicate with the WHO Secretariat 

on a case-by-case basis. Over the past 12 years, Taiwan has been 

invited to a mere seven meetings on average annually. WHO 

organizes hundreds of meetings every year, meaning that Taiwan’s 

participation is exceedingly limited. 

(2) China claims that it oversees the health of Taiwan’s people. The 

health rights of Taiwan’s 23.5 million people are solely the 

responsibility of the people and government of Taiwan. And when 

trouble strikes, other nations offer far greater assistance to Taiwan 



than China. During the 2003 SARS outbreak, as Taiwan was not a 

WHO member, we did not receive timely information enabling us to 

respond effectively, leading to significant loss of life. 

However, with the lessons learned from SARS, Taiwan was able to 

quickly implement measures to prevent and control the COVID-19 

pandemic. During both SARS and COVID-19, China provided 

Taiwan with no aid, no epidemic information, and no protective 

supplies. China has never prioritized the health of Taiwan’s people.  

(3) China claims to have approved Taiwan’s participation in 21 technical 

meetings in 2012. Again, over the past 12 years, Taiwan was invited 

to attend only an average of seven meetings annually. Our 

applications to participate in closed-door meetings are rejected 60 

percent of the time. Taiwan’s participation in international health 

affairs affects the fundamental right to health of its 23.5 million 

people and should not be subject to outside consent.  

2. Taiwan is excluded from WHO because WHA Resolution 25.1 draws on 

UN General Assembly Resolution 2758. Neither UNGA Resolution 

2758 nor WHA Resolution 25.1 can justify Taiwan’s exclusion from 

WHO. These resolutions do not mention Taiwan, nor do they confirm 

Taiwan to be a part of the People’s Republic of China or authorize the 

PRC to represent Taiwan at the UN or its subsidiary bodies. Hence, these 

resolutions have nothing to do with Taiwan and do not address the issue 

of Taiwan’s representation in the UN. Only Taiwan’s democratically 

elected government can represent the people of Taiwan in the UN, WHO, 

and other international organizations.  

 


