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During National Day celebrations on October 10, 2019, President Tsai Ing-
wen delivered an address entitled Nation of Resilience, Forward into the World.
She explained that despite significant changes in the global landscape and the
threats, diplomatic offensives, and military coercion that Taiwan faced from China,
Taiwan had grown even stronger and more determined to safeguard national
sovereignty. President Tsai emphasized that the government’s future path was clear,
as were its goals: first, to ensure that the people continued to remain united under
the banner of freedom and democracy to defend Taiwan’s sovereignty; second, to
continue to build a stronger Taiwan and bolster its economic capabilities to create
a prosperous society and powerful country; and third, to actively engage with the
world and overcome challenges so that the Republic of China (Taiwan) could hold
its head high on the international stage with courage and confidence.

The year 2019 was a fruitful one filled with numerous accomplishments.
Taiwan continued to promote the Taiwan Model of bilateral cooperation with
diplomatic allies and increased momentum for collaboration with like-minded
nations. It deepened exchanges with the United States, Japan, members of the
European Union, and other countries, aligning our collective strategic focus
and elevating Taiwan’s status. Taiwan also forged strategic regional alliances
by building on the remarkable achievements of its New Southbound Policy.
Meanwhile, efforts to expand participation and make Taiwan’s voice heard in the
international arena produced notable success, garnering Taiwan greater affirmation
and recognition worldwide.

In 2019, President Tsai made state visits to seven diplomatic allies—to Palau,
Nauru, and the Marshall Islands on the Oceans of Democracy tour; and to Haiti,
Saint Christopher and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Saint Lucia
on the Journey of Freedom, Democracy, and Sustainability. These trips further
cemented high-level friendships between Taiwan and its allies. Taiwan prioritized
joint endeavors that directly benefited the people of its diplomatic allies, enhancing
their welfare and promoting sustainable socioeconomic development. To meet
allies’ needs, Taiwan provided comprehensive support for agriculture, fisheries,
medicine, healthcare, education, and vocational training, as well as funds for
startup loans, all of which strengthened substantive bilateral cooperation as we
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worked together to realize the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
The Taiwan Model earned recognition from the United States, and together we
actively pursued new opportunities to assist Paraguay and Saint Lucia, drawing
international attention to our diversified cooperation based on the principles of
steadfast diplomacy and mutual assistance for mutual benefit. Looking ahead,
Taiwan will establish a similar form of transnational cooperation with its Pacific
allies, sharing the values of freedom, democracy, and sustainability to fill a crucial
role in international development and cooperation.

Relations with the United States advanced further in June 2019 when the
Coordination Council for North American Affairs was renamed the Taiwan Council
for US Affairs. In July, President Tsai received high-level courtesies during her two
US transit stops of the Journey of Freedom, Democracy, and Sustainability. Her
total transit stay set a record for the longest transit stay in the United States by an
ROC (Taiwan) head of state. It also marked the first time that an ROC (Taiwan)
president hosted a reception for the press corps and attended a public event at one
of Taiwan’s offices in the United States. High-level interactions between Taiwan
and the United States continued to increase throughout the year. While attending
the Pacific Islands Forum in August, I held a bilateral meeting with the US
Secretary of the Interior. The US Congress continued to pass laws and resolutions,
write joint letters, hold hearings, and issue statements staunchly supporting high-
level mutual visits, easing restrictions on bilateral engagement, bolstering military
and security cooperation, promoting bilateral economic and trade agreements,
and endorsing Taiwan’s participation in international organizations and its efforts
to consolidate diplomatic ties. The United States gradually normalized arms
sales to Taiwan, reinforcing its commitment to Taiwan’s security. It publicly
lauded Taiwan’s contributions to the Indo-Pacific Strategy, highlighting Taiwan’s
important role in this policy and incorporating Taiwan into the /ndo-Pacific
Strategy Report, published by the Department of Defense, and A Free and Open
Indo-Pacific: Advancing a Shared Vision, published by the Department of State. US
Vice President Mike Pence and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo repeatedly praised
Taiwan as a democratic success story, a reliable partner, and a force for good in the
world. Taiwan-US relations continue to reach new heights.

Relations with Japan also progressed as the Japanese Diet and administration
showed unprecedented support for Taiwan. More than 20 members of the Japan-
ROC Diet Members’ Consultative Council attended Taiwan’s 2019 National Day



Preface

celebrations. From 2018 to 2019, the council passed five resolutions in support of
Taiwan, backing its participation in the World Health Organization and opposing
Chinese pressure exerted on Japanese airlines to change Taiwan’s designation.
The Japanese administration also took concrete actions to endorse Taiwan’s bids
to participate in the United Nations, World Health Assembly, International Civil
Aviation Organization, INTERPOL, and other international organizations. Minister
of Foreign Affairs Taro Kono publicly advocated Taiwan’s participation in the WHA
on his personal Twitter account. These developments were a testament to the strong
and steadfast support extended to Taiwan by the Japanese Diet and administration
in 2019. Meanwhile, institutionalized cooperation between Taiwan and Japan
has become more comprehensive with the signing of numerous agreements
and memorandums of understanding in recent years covering maritime rescue
operations, customs cooperation, entrepreneurial support, product certification,
patent reviews, environmental protection, and academic and cultural exchanges.
In addition to existing dialogue frameworks such as the Taiwan-Japan Economic
and Trade Conference, other negotiation mechanisms were established, including
the Taiwan-Japan Maritime Affairs Cooperation Dialogue and the Taiwan-Japan
Committee on Cooperation in Third Country Markets, further bolstering bilateral
relations. In 2019, the number of Japanese tourists visiting Taiwan rose above the
two million mark, and Taiwan became the top choice for overseas educational tours
for Japanese high school students, leading to a steady increase in the number of
organized tours to Taiwan.

Taiwan-Europe relations experienced phenomenal growth in 2019. In May,
the national parliaments of a number of European countries, including the Czech
Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Slovakia, expressed support for Taiwan.
In June, I delivered a keynote address at the Copenhagen Democracy Summit in
Denmark, where I emphasized that Taiwan upholds the core values of freedom,
human rights, and democracy. This was the first time that an ROC (Taiwan) foreign
minister had spoken at such a prominent public event in Denmark. In October, the
chairpersons of the Taiwan friendship groups from the European Parliament and
the French, German, and UK parliaments jointly established the Formosa Club, a
European interparliamentary platform designed to consolidate support for Taiwan.
That same month, the House of Representatives of the Netherlands passed for the
first time—by an overwhelming majority—a motion backing Taiwan’s participation
in international organizations. In December, the European Parliament’s Committee
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on Foreign Affairs approved two key resolutions reaffirming support for Taiwan’s
participation in international organizations. At a time when China was ramping up
its suppression of Taiwan in the international arena, European parliamentarians
stood firm in their support of Taiwan. Deputy Speaker of the Danish Parliament
Pia Kjaersgaard and Vice President of the French Senate Thani Mohamed-
Soilihi each showed their strong commitment by visiting Taiwan. Taiwan also
engaged in exchanges and cooperation with the European Union and individual
European countries at multiple levels and in multiple domains. Taiwan concluded
an agreement on legal cooperation in criminal matters with Poland, the first of
its kind with a European country, setting a major milestone in related bilateral
initiatives. It also signed an agreement on prisoner transfer with Denmark. These
accords underscored Taiwan’s progress in combating transnational crime alongside
European nations. Furthermore, Taiwan signed an MOU for a youth working
holiday program with the Netherlands, making it the 12" country in Europe
and the 17" worldwide to reach such an agreement with Taiwan. Taiwan-EU
relations advanced steadily in both breadth and depth as the two sides established
platforms for human rights, labor, and digital economy consultations. Furthermore,
in recognition of the reforms and progress Taiwan had made, the European
Commission announced the lifting of the yellow card it had previously issued to
Taiwan for illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing. This brought Taiwan in line
with international standards for distant water fishing and strengthened protections
of the rights and interests of Taiwanese fishermen.

In an effort to promote the New Southbound Policy, Taiwan developed a
cooperation model based on mutual benefit and win-win outcomes for all. In 2019,
Taiwan’s trade with its 18 New Southbound Policy partners rose by 3.4 percent,
with exports growing by US$2.4 billion and trade totaling US$111.9 billion. Major
initiatives for the year included the signing of a new version of an investment
protection pact with Vietnam; an exhibition of National Palace Museum collections
in Australia, the first ever in the Southern Hemisphere; and the continued
implementation of the One Country, One Center program for healthcare by the
Ministry of Health and Welfare. Taiwan’s joint endeavors with New Southbound
Policy partner countries yielded enormous success in such areas as trade, education,
environmental protection, science, technology, medicine, and agriculture. The fact
that the New Southbound Policy is closely aligned with the United States’ Indo-
Pacific Strategy, Japan’s Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy, and India’s Act East
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Policy has allowed Taiwan to carve out a strategic niche in the global community.

Regarding public diplomacy and international outreach, I gave 41 international
media interviews and met with 198 journalists from 147 foreign media outlets
in 2019. More than 140 news reports were issued in relation to these interviews,
effectively disseminating information about Taiwan’s diplomatic achievements
across the globe. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) and its overseas
missions employed new media platforms to enhance exchanges with and seek the
support of the international community and host countries. Taiwan’s embassies
and representative offices created Facebook and Twitter accounts, which have
proven successful in promoting public diplomacy and making Taiwan’s voice heard
globally. MOFA also produced short films in coordination with its efforts to expand
Taiwan’s international presence. The films—Taiwan: A True Friend for its UN bid,
and Riding the Wind for its UN Framework Convention on Climate Change bid—
elicited warm responses worldwide, receiving more than 10 million views and
being shared in Taiwan by the representative offices of Germany, Japan, the United
Kingdom, and the United States. And Taiwan’s bids for international participation
continue to receive widespread recognition and affirmation.

To address the challenges presented by a dynamic geopolitical and economic
landscape, Taiwan’s diplomatic work requires close cooperation between the
government and the private sector. I am pleased that despite the adversity and
pressure that Taiwan faced in 2019, the country was able to achieve excellent
results. This edition of the Foreign Relations Yearbook provides a detailed record
of the concrete advancements Taiwan made last year and serves as a testimony to
the determined efforts of the government and people. I wish to take this opportunity
to express my heartfelt gratitude to all the government agencies, scholars, experts,
and citizens who have participated and assisted in our diplomatic work. My
colleagues at MOFA and I will continue to persist in these efforts to maintain
Taiwan’s position as a beacon of democracy in Asia and an indispensable member
of the international community.

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Jaushieh Joseph Wu

December 2020
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Foreword

1. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs first published the Foreign Relations
Yearbook 1988 of the Republic of China in 1989. Thirty editions have since
been published in Chinese (Yearbooks 1989 and 1990 appeared together in
a joint edition). In coordination with the Bilingual 2030 Policy, this English
version is based on the Foreign Relations Yearbook 2019 and made available

online.

2. The yearbook has three parts: main text, photographs of diplomatic events,
and appendixes. The main text encompasses foreign policy agenda and
planning, as well as foreign relations. The photographs have been selected
and captioned to illustrate Taiwan’s diplomatic work. The appendixes include
excerpts and summaries of important foreign policy addresses made by
President Tsai Ing-wen, Premier Su Tseng-chang and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu, as well as other materials related to Taiwan’s

diplomatic operations.

3. The national designations, personal names and special terms used in this
yearbook follow official practice, official websites, or individual preference
when known; in most cases, when international activities, organizations, or
agencies appear for the first time, they are written in full and then abbreviated

when they appear again.

4. The contents of this yearbook focus on Taiwan’s diplomatic operations and
activities in 2019. Other relevant information has also been included when

needed for clarity.
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President Tsai Ing-wen
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Vice President Chen Chien-jen
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Premier Su Tseng-chang

(Appointed on January 14, 2019)
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Premier Lai Ching-te
(Resigned on January 14, 2019)
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Minister of Foreign Affairs
Jaushieh Joseph Wu
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Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Kelly Wu-chiao Hsieh
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Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Hsu Szu-chien

_25-



The Foreign Relations Yearbook 2019, Republic of China (Taiwan)

Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs
Miguel Li-jey Tsao
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Chapter 1 Photographs of High-level Diplomatic Engagement

President Tsai Ing-wen welcomes Nauruan President Baron Divavesi Waqa and Mrs. Waqa
during their state visit. (January 8, 2019)

As part of her Oceans of Democracy tour, President Tsai Ing-wen attends a state banquet
hosted by Palauan President Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr. and witnesses the signing of an
agreement on coastguard cooperation. (March 22, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen holds bilateral talks with Haitian President Jovenel Moise during her
Journey of Freedom, Democracy, and Sustainability. (July 14, 2019)

During her Journey of Freedom, Democracy, and Sustainability, President Tsai Ing-wen
attends a state banquet hosted by Saint Lucian Governor-General Sir Emmanuel Neville
Cenac. (July 18, 2019)




Chapter 1 Photographs of High-level Diplomatic Engagement

During her Journey of Freedom, Democracy, and Sustainability, President Tsai Ing-wen joins

Saint Christopher and Nevis Prime Minister Timothy Sylvester Harris in witnessing the signing
of a bilateral agreement on technical and vocational education and training. (July 15, 2019)

President Tsai Ing-wen visits the US National Center for Atmospheric Research and its Earth
Observing Laboratory during her Journey of Freedom, Democracy, and Sustainability. (July
21,2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives a delegation led by Hiroyuki Onishi, a Liberal Democratic
Party member of Japan’s House of Representatives. (October 2, 2019)

President Tsai Ing-wen receives Eswatini Prime Minister Ambrose Mandvulo Dlamini.
(October 8, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives a delegation led by Saint Lucian Prime Minister Allen
Chastanet. (October 8, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives Guatemalan Vice President Jafeth Ernesto Cabrera Franco.
(October 9, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives Paraguayan Vice President Hugo Adalberto Velazquez
Moreno. (October 10, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives American Institute in Taiwan Chairman James Moriarty.
(October 16, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives Guatemalan President-elect Alejandro Eduardo Giammattei.
(October 21, 2019)

President Tsai Ing-wen receives a delegation from the Parliament and think tanks of the
Netherlands. (October 24, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives a delegation from the Luxembourg Parliament. (October 28,
2019)

President Tsai Ing-wen receives a delegation led by European Parliament-Taiwan Friendship
Group Chair Michael Gahler. (October 29, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives a delegation from the National Committee on American
Foreign Policy. (November 11, 2019)

Taiwan Exchange Association, Taipei Office. (November 14, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives Tuvaluan Minister of Justice, Communication and Foreign
Affairs Simon Robert Kofe. (November 20, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives a delegation led by US Congressmen Bill Flores and Guy
Reschenthaler. (November 26, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives Paraguayan Minister of Defense Bernardino Soto
Estigarribia. (November 27, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives French Office in Taipei Director Jean-Frangois Casabonne-
Masonnave. (November 29, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives Singapore Trade Office in Taipei Trade Representative
Simon Wong Wie Kuen. (December 2, 2019)

B P &w'yg

President Tsai Ing-wen receives Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association Chairman Mitsuo
Ohashi. (December 3, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen receives US Assistant Secretary for Global Markets Ian Steff.
(December 9, 2019)

President Tsai Ing-wen accepts the credentials of new Honduran Ambassador Eny Yamileth
Bautista Guevara. (December 19, 2019)
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Vice President Chen Chien-jen receives a delegation from the Belgian Chamber of
Representatives and Wallonia Parliament. (November 25, 2019)

Vice President Chen Chien-jen receives participants in the 2019 Pacific Islands Leadership
Program. (November 26, 2019)
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Vice President Chen Chien-jen receives a delegation from the Italian Parliament. (November
26,2019)

Vice President Chen Chien-jen receives French Senate Vice President Thani Mohamed-
Soilihi. (December 13, 2019)
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i (1
Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu meets with President of the Paraguayan
Congress and Senate Silvio Ovelar. (January 30, 2019)

|8

Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu meets with European Parliament-Taiwan
Friendship Group Chair Werner Langen. (February 18, 2019)
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu meets with Marshall Islands Nitijela
(Parliament) Speaker Kenneth A. Kedi. (March 6, 2019)

Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu meets with Belizean Senate President Lee
Mark Chang. (April 22, 2019)
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu meets with Tuvaluan Prime Minister Enele
Sosene Sopoaga. (May 2, 2019)

Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu welcomes Palauan Vice President Raynold
Oilouch. (July 9, 2019)
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu toasts Mikio Numata, Chief Representative
of the Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association, Taipei Office, who has been conferred the Grand
Medal of Diplomacy. (September 27, 2019)
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu attends the opening of the Pacific Islands
Dialogue together with US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Sandra Oudkirk and other
dignitaries. (October 7, 2019)
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu welcomes Marshall Islands President Hilda
C. Heine. (October 25, 2019)

Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu attends the closing ceremony of a vocational
training program for participants from Latin American allies. (November 8, 2019)
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Friend of Foreign Service Medal Conferment Ceremony

Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu celebrates with the recipients after
conferring the Friend of Foreign Service Medal on Chiayi Christian Hospital and Dr. Wei
Fu-chan of Chang Gung Memorial Hospital. (December 19, 2019)

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Kelly Wu-chiao Hsieh attends a press conference for the
2019 Teen Diplomatic Envoys English Language Team selection. (August 29, 2019)
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Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Kelly Wu-chiao Hsieh addresses the meeting for the
founding of the Formosa Club, advocated by the Taiwan friendship groups of the European
Parliament and the national parliaments of Germany, France, and the United Kingdom.
(October 16, 2019)
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Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Hsu Szu-chien attends the closing ceremony of the 2019
Taiwan Muslim Youth Exchange Program. (August 30, 2019)
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Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Miguel Li-jey Tsao attends Turkey’s Hacettepe University
Children and Youth Folk Dance Group performance. (August 2, 2019)
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Chapter 2 Foreign Policy Objectives and Plans

I. Foreign policy objectives

1.

Implement the principles of steadfast diplomacy and mutual assistance for mutual
benefit; uphold the universal values of peace, freedom, democracy, and human
rights; consolidate relations with diplomatic allies; enhance substantive ties with
other important like-minded nations; seek further opportunities for international
participation; create an international environment friendly to Taiwan; and bolster
Taiwan’s international status and image.

Continue to promote the New Southbound Policy and build closer connections
with New Southbound Policy partner countries; make every effort to join the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)
and other regional economic and trade integration mechanisms; negotiate and
sign economic and trade agreements, such as bilateral economic cooperation
agreements, to increase Taiwan’s international competitiveness.

Safeguard Taiwan’s membership and rights and strengthen its substantive
participation in international organizations of which it is already a member; seek
participation in important functional international organizations of which Taiwan
is not yet a member; employ pragmatic and creative approaches to overcome
obstacles and make positive contributions to the international community.
Leverage the strengths, resources, and experience of civil society to establish
partnerships with important domestic and foreign nongovernmental organizations
and enhance Taiwan’s soft power through these partnerships in such domains
as humanitarian aid, medical assistance, disease prevention and control, food
security, green energy, agricultural technology, and digital governance. This
will allow Taiwan to further contribute to the realization of the UN Sustainable

Development Goals.

I1. Foreign policy plans

1.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, putting Taiwan first for the benefit of the
people, upholds the core values of peace, freedom, democracy, and human
rights. By actively promoting steadfast diplomacy, MOFA is committed to
safeguarding national sovereignty, ensuring mutual assistance for mutual

benefit when cooperating with diplomatic allies and consolidating diplomatic
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relations, deepening substantive relations with other friendly nations, and

creating an international environment friendly to Taiwan. Employing a practical,

agile, flexible, and autonomous approach, MOFA seeks to promote Taiwan’s

participation in functional and specialized international organizations which

help comprehensively advance national development, benefit the people, and

increase Taiwan’s international presence. Working jointly with civil society,

MOFA is expanding international humanitarian assistance to make substantive

contributions to the world, garner support of international public opinion,

enhance Taiwan’s image, and bolster its international status.

2. Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2019 policy plans and goals

(1) Consolidate diplomatic ties

@

A. Continue to promote high-level mutual visits and exchanges with

diplomatic allies to deepen friendships with dignitaries of those

countries.

. Follow the principle of mutual assistance for mutual benefit to provide

aid that meets the economic and social development needs of diplomatic
allies, as well as introducing appropriate industry and market elements,

to promote bilateral and multilateral cooperation programs.

Strengthen substantive ties with friendly countries with which Taiwan

does not maintain diplomatic relations

A. Promote mutual visits between Taiwan dignitaries and their

counterparts in countries with which Taiwan does not maintain

diplomatic relations to enhance substantive bilateral ties.

. Negotiate and sign bilateral agreements to build the foundation for

future substantive exchanges between Taiwan and countries with which
Taiwan does not maintain diplomatic relations and seek to gradually
expand areas of cooperation in order to promote the comprehensive

development of substantive bilateral ties.

. Strengthen cooperation programs with countries with which Taiwan

does not maintain diplomatic relations to promote sustainable bilateral

development.
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D. Promote the people-centric New Southbound Policy to deepen

comprehensive relations with partner countries.

. Actively cooperate with the international community and establish

communication channels with overseas counterparts to jointly combat

cross-border crime.

Pragmatically participate in intergovernmental organizations to increase

the quality and quantity of Taiwan’s participation

A. Request support via bilateral channels from diplomatic allies and

friendly nations in international organizations of which Taiwan
is an official member. This includes seeking support for Taiwan’s
participation in elections for important decision-making positions so as

to safeguard Taiwan’s member status and participatory rights.

. Develop and utilize bilateral communication channels to urge other

countries to support Taiwan’s participation in intergovernmental
organizations so as to consolidate and strengthen Taiwan’s status and

rights in international organizations.

. Deepen participation in major World Trade Organization meetings and

multilateral and plurilateral negotiations to enhance relations with the

WTO Secretariat and delegations of member countries.

Assist domestic NGOs with international participation to enhance their

contributions to the international community

A. Support domestic NGOs seeking to actively participate in international

meetings and activities so as to enhance their contributions to the

international community.

. Strengthen domestic NGO participation in international cooperation

efforts, including international relief and assistance, for regions and
countries in need and promote foreign aid programs with humanitarian

objectives.

Leverage Taiwan’s soft power, public diplomacy, and international

communication to garner public support and elevate Taiwan’s image

A. Combine advanced communications technology, resource integration,
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and planned international communication to achieve synergy in order
to create an international environment more favorable to Taiwan and

continue to enhance Taiwan’s image worldwide.

. Generate further publicity for Taiwan’s foreign policy objectives

and achievements through promotional methods such as receptions,
concerts, speeches, and advertisements, as well as via dissemination

channels including multimedia, websites, videos, and interviews.

. Issue press releases and hold press conferences to announce important

MOFA policies and respond to issues of public interest.

Effectively use diplomatic resources to boost the efficiency and quality of

services provided to the public

A. Enhance the convenience and dignity of ROC (Taiwan) nationals

B.
C.

traveling overseas.
Streamline visa procedures.

Simplify the visa application process for foreigners visiting Taiwan.

D. Improve document authentication service quality.

Appropriately allocate resources to increase budget implementation

efficiency

A. Improve budget allocations to increase capital budget implementation

B.

efficiency.

Allocate resources according to the medium-term administrative plan,
review the current plan and ensure efficient use of resources, and
carefully implement appropriate annual expenditure estimates under

MOFA’s medium-term plan, approved by the Executive Yuan.

. Continue to purchase office space for overseas missions, as well as

residences for heads of missions to solve the problem of joint offices,
increase the percentage of properties overseas owned by the ROC

(Taiwan) government, and significantly reduce rental expenditures.
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Section 1 Overview of foreign relations

Item 1 Taiwan’s relations with Asia-Pacific countries

1. Introduction

The Asia-Pacific region extends southward from Japan and the Korean Peninsula

to Australia and New Zealand, from India and Sri Lanka eastward through
Bangladesh and Southeast Asia to the island nations in the North and South Pacific.

The peoples, histories, cultures, religions, and societies of this vast area are extremely

diverse. The Asia-Pacific region comprises 37 countries and is an important global

politics and diplomacy center. In the region, Taiwan has official diplomatic relations

with the Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, and Tuvalu, and close and substantive ties

with most other nations. Based on geopolitical factors, the Asia-Pacific region is

generally divided into Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia and the Oceania.

II. Relations with individual countries
1. Relations with the Republic of the Marshall Islands

(1

2)

Background: Taiwan and the Republic of the Marshall Islands established
diplomatic relations on November 20, 1998, and Taiwan opened an
embassy in the capital Majuro on December 5 of the same year. In July
1999, the Marshall Islands dispatched officials to establish an embassy in
Taiwan, and accredited an ambassador in May 2002.

Technical cooperation: Taiwan and the Marshall Islands have signed the
agreements of cooperation regarding agricultural technology, fisheries
and the International Cooperation and Development Fund (TaiwanICDF)
volunteers. Currently, Taiwan has one technical mission leader, one senior
specialist, one specialist and two assistant technicians in the country,
where they assist with the promotion of agriculture development projects.
Major projects on which Taiwan and the Marshall Islands are cooperating
include the Micro Credit Scheme, loans under the Home Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy Project, and the Vocational Training Project for the
Marshall Islands.
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Medical cooperation: Taiwan and the Marshall Islands cooperate
closely in the field of healthcare, having already signed an agreement on
cooperation in health and a memorandum of understanding (MOU) on
Taiwan Health Center. In addition, Shuang Ho Hospital under the Ministry
of Health and Welfare has signed a sister hospital MOU with Majuro
Hospital; both National Taipei Hospital and Shuang Ho Hospital have
signed a memorandum of cooperation on patient referral service program
with the Ministry of Health and Human Services of the Marshall Islands
(MOHHS). Shuang Ho Hospital has also signed contracts for a training
program for medical interns and residents, an international master’s
program in nursing, and the purchase of hospital information systems with
the MOHHS. Taiwan has established the Taiwan Health Center at Majuro
Hospital staffed by one stationing nurse and two medical assistants
engaged in youth overseas service. Taiwan also sends mobile medical
missions yearly and on average one or two short-term resident physicians
to visit the Marshall Islands monthly. In addition to providing quality
medical care and training, they also help the MOHHS train local medical
staff. Taiwan’s embassy and the Taiwan Health Center in the Republic
of the Marshall Islands have both donated supplies to help the country

combat dengue fever and influenza.
Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: President Tsai Ing-wen, Minister of
Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu, Minister of Health and Welfare
Chen Shih-chung, Minister of the Council of Indigenous Peoples
Icyang Parod, Member of the Legislative Yuan (Legislator) Liu Chao-
hao, Ambassador-at-large Fan Yun, Deputy Secretary-general of
the National Security Council Tsai Ming-yen, Deputy Minister of
the Ocean Affairs Council and Director-general of the Coast Guard
Administration Chen Kuo-en, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Hsu
Szu-chien, the Taiwan External Trade Development Council (TAITRA)
Market Survey Delegation, and the 2019 Taiwan Trade and Investment

Delegation to Palau, the Marshall Islands and Nauru.
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B. Visits from the Republic of the Marshall Islands were made by:
President Hilda C. Heine and her husband Thomas Kijiner, Jr.; Minister
of Culture and Internal Affairs Amenta Matthew; Speaker of the
Nitijela Kenneth A. Kedi; Minister of Education, Sports and Training
Wilbur Heine; Assistant Secretary of Culture and Internal Affairs
Wallace Peter; Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade John M. Silk
and Mrs. Silk; Minister of Natural Resources and Commerce Dennis
Momotaro and Mrs. Momotaro; and Senators Daisy Alikmomotaro,

Casten Nemra, and Wisely Zackhras.

2. Relations with Nauru

)

)

Background: Taiwan established diplomatic relations with Nauru on
May 4, 1980, and opened a consulate general, which was upgraded to an
embassy on August 17, 1990. On July 23, 2002, diplomatic relations were
severed, and then restored on May 14, 2005. On August 8 of the same
year, Taiwan’s embassy was reopened. On March 27, 2007, Nauru opened

an embassy in Taiwan.
Bilateral relations

A. Agricultural technical cooperation: Taiwan’s technical mission in
Nauru continues to promote the Fruit and Vegetable Production and
Nutrition Enhancement Program and the Chicken Egg Production

Program.

B. Medical cooperation: In accordance with the memorandum of
understanding on medical cooperation renewed with Nauru on October
10, 2016, the Taichung Veterans General Hospital dispatched two
mobile medical teams, one specialist medical team and four resident

doctors to the country in 2019.

C. Human resources training: In 2019, nine outstanding Nauruan students
were awarded with Taiwan Scholarship to study in Taiwan and
Nauruan elites were recommended for participation in the National
Development Course, Asia-Pacific Mosaic Taiwan, and various

professional seminars held by the TaiwanICDF.

-63 -



The Foreign Relations Yearbook 2019, Republic of China (Taiwan)

(3) Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: President Tsai Ing-wen, Minister of
Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu, Minister of Health and Welfare
Chen Shih-chung, Minister of the Council of Indigenous Peoples
Icyang Parod, and Legislator Liu Chao-hao.

B. Visits were made from Nauru by: President Baron Divavesi Waqa and
the First Lady; President Lionel Aingimea and the First Lady; Minister
of Justice David Adeang; Minister of the Republic of Nauru Phosphate
Corp. (RONPHOS) Reagan Aliklik; Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Trade Asterio Appi; Deputy Minister of Land Management Jason
Agir; Minister for Health, Home Affairs and Education Charmaine
Scotty; Deputy Minister for Education Richard-Khyde Menke; Speaker
of Parliament Cyril Buraman; and Members of Parliament Milton
Dube and Shadlog Bernicke.

3. Relations with Palau

)

2

Background: Taiwan established diplomatic relations with Palau on
December 29, 1999, and set up an embassy on February 17, 2000, which
commenced official operations on March 5, 2000. Palau opened an

embassy in Taiwan on October 4, 2001.
Bilateral relations

A. Development cooperation: The two countries cooperate in the fields of
infrastructure construction, farming, animal husbandry, aquaculture,
clean energy, information technology, transportation, medical care,

education, and human resources training.

B. Human resources training: Taiwan provides Taiwan Scholarship,
the International Higher Education Scholarship Program and Naval
Academy Scholarship. The Palau government selects outstanding
candidates to attend these programs and recommends exceptional
individuals from all sectors for participation in seminars and training
programs held in Taiwan. In addition, as part of efforts to assist

diplomatic allies in cultivating medical professionals, Taiwan’s
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Executive Yuan approved the establishment of the special program for
International Students at the medical school at I-Shou University in
September 2013.

C. Medical cooperation: Taiwan has helped Palau build its medical
care and public health capabilities. For example, Taipei Municipal
Wanfang Hospital and Shin Kong Wu Ho-Su Memorial Hospital
established sister relations with Belau National Hospital (BNH). From
August 2006 to 2010, Wanfang Hospital sent medical missions to
Palau every year. In 2008, after Shin Kong Hospital signed a medical
referral agreement with BNH, Shin Kong Hospital sent short-term
and long-term medical personnel to the country. In 2011, the hospital
signed a five-year memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the
Palau Ministry of Health, which in August 2016 was replaced by an
unlimited MOU, under which Shin Kong implemented the Taiwan
Medical Program. In addition, Taiwan’s E-Da Healthcare Group,
Taiwan Adventist Hospital, Cheng Hsin General Hospital and Shuang
Ho Hospital have also signed medical referral MOUs with Palau (the
Cheng Hsin General Hospital and Shuang Ho Hospital MOUs have yet
to go into effect).

D. Agricultural technical cooperation: Taiwan has sent technical missions
to Palau to conduct the Horticulture Extension Project. In addition to
holding cultivation and planting of fruit and vegetable seminars, and
supporting healthy diets and health education, the project has also
promoted school campus farms and a nutritious school lunch program.

(3) Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: President Tsai Ing-wen, Vice
President Chen Chien-jen, Minister of Foreign Affairs Jaushieh Joseph
Wu, Minister of Health and Welfare Chen Shih-chung, Council of
Indigenous Peoples Minister Icyang Parod, and Legislator Liu Chao-
hao.

B. Visits from Palau were made by: President Tommy E. Remengesau,
Jr., Vice President Raynold Oilouch, Minister of State Faustina
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Rehuher-Marugg, Senate Vice President Mark Rudimch, Floor Leader
of the Senate Kerai Mariur, House of Delegates Vice Speaker Lucio

Ngiraiwet, and House of Delegates Representative Yutaka Gibbons, Jr.

4. Relations with Tuvalu

)

)

Background: Taiwan established diplomatic relations with Tuvalu on
September 19, 1979, with official business conducted first by Taiwan’s
embassy in the Kingdom of Tonga and then by the embassy in the
Solomon Islands. In December 1998, chargé d’affaires was appointed at
the embassy in Funafuti, and in April 2004, an ambassador was accredited

to Tuvalu. In March 2013, Tuvalu opened an embassy in Taiwan.
Bilateral cooperation

A. Agricultural cooperation: Taiwan dispatched agricultural technical
missions to establish the Happy Friendship Farm and the Hope
Garden on Funafuti and the outlying island of Vaitupu, carrying out
a horticulture, crop, fruit, and vegetable production program in an
effort to help Tuvalu increase its output of fruit and vegetables, while
promoting cultivation technology on outlying islands and nutritious,
healthy dietary habits to improve national health of Tuvalu. In 2019, in
response to an increase in demand for fruit and vegetables in Tuvalu,
Taiwan’s technical mission to the country planned an additional fruit

and vegetable growing area on the islet of Funafala.

B. Medical cooperation: Taiwan and Tuvalu established a Taiwan Medical
Program, with Chung Shan Medical University Hospital sending
project coordinators, short-term resident doctors, nurses, information
officers, and medical volunteers to work in the country and help
upgrade Tuvalu’s medical capabilities. The hospital also holds regular
oral health care projects in Tuvalu to provide dental checkups and
treatments for Tuvaluan children, while promoting dental hygiene
knowledge.

C. Clean energy cooperation: Since 2010, Taiwan has been conducting
annual Clean Energy Cooperation Programs, donating small solar
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appliances and solar-powered street lights to Tuvalu, thereby making
a substantive contribution to improving the quality of life enjoyed by

Tuvaluans.

Human resources development cooperation: Outstanding students from
Tuvalu are selected to apply for Taiwan Scholarship to study in Taiwan,
and elite Tuvaluans from various fields are recommended for participation
in the National Development Course, Indo-Pacific Mosaic Taiwan, and the

TaiwanICDF training classes.
Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Foreign Minister Jaushieh Joseph
Wu and Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Hsu Szu-chien.

B. Visits from Tuvalu were made by: President Enele Sosene Sopoaga and
the First Lady, Minister of Foreign Affairs Taukelina Finikaso and Mrs.
Finikaso, Minister for Communications and Transport Monise Laafai
and Mrs. Laafai, Minister of Works and Natural Resources Puakena
Boreham, Parliamentarian Mackenzie Kiritome, Minister of Foreign
Affairs Simon Kofe and Mrs. Kofe, as well as Minister of Health Isaia
Taape and Mrs. Taape.

5. Relations with Australia

()

@

Background: On December 22, 1972, Taiwan severed diplomatic relations
with Australia. On January 22, 1991, the Australian government agreed to
the establishment of Taipei Economic and Cultural Offices in Canberra,
Sydney, and Melbourne. On April 30, 1991, Taiwan renamed the offices
in Sydney and Melbourne to establish them as official branch offices, with
a Representative Office in the capital city of Canberra. On December 9,
2005, Australia agreed to the opening of another branch office in Brisbane.
On October 30, 1981, Australia opened the Australian Commerce and
Industry Office in Taipei, which was renamed the Australian Office Taipei
in March 2012.

Economic and trade relations: In 2019, the bilateral trade between Taiwan
and Australia amounted to US$13.384 billion, making it Taiwan’s 11"-
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largest trading partner, 15"-largest export market, and 6"-largest source
of imports. In October, the 16" Taiwan-Australia Agricultural Working
Group met in Taipei, and in August, the 24" Taiwan-Australia Joint
Energy and Minerals, Trade and Investment Cooperation Meeting and the
33" meeting of the private-sector Australia-Taiwan Business Council were
held in Brisbane. In October, the bilateral Memorandum of Understanding

on Cooperation and Information Exchange on Food Safety was revised.
Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Overseas Community Affairs
Council Minister Wu Hsin-hsing; Overseas Community Affairs Council
Deputy Minister Kao Chien-chih; Securities and Futures Bureau,
Financial Supervisory Commission Wellington Koo; Deputy Minister
of Economic Affairs Tseng Wen-sheng; and Taiwan High Prosecutors

Office Chief Prosecutor Wang Tien-sheng.

B. Australia’s former Minister of Defense Christopher Pyne visited

Taiwan.
Other

A. Cultural and educational exchanges: Australia’s Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade approved the New Colombo Plan scholarship
program, which provides funding for 193 Australian university and
college students to attend short-term study and intern programs in
Taiwan. Currently, 18,791 students from Taiwan study in schools at
all levels in Australia. Taiwan’s Ministry of Education (MOE) and the
Australian Capital Territory Government extended their Memorandum
of Cooperation (MOC) for one year, while the MOE signed a separate
MOC with the Queensland State Department of Education. Thereby
sending Chinese language teaching assistants to middle schools in both
the Capital Territory and Queensland, and conducting Test of Chinese
as a Foreign Language (TOCFL) exams in the Capital Territory,
Brisbane and other areas.

B. Technological cooperation: In February 2019, Australian National

Fabrication Facility Chief Operating Officer Jane Fitzpatrick signed
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a cooperative agreement with the National Applied Research
Laboratories in Taiwan. In October 2019, National Computational
Infrastructure Director Sean Smith came to Taiwan to deliver a
speech at the Taiwan Computing Cloud Summit. In October 2019,
Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering
President Hugh Bradlow and Australian Academy of Science member
Frances Separaovic came to Taiwan to attend the Global Science
and Technology Leaders Forum held by the Ministry of Science and
Technology (MOST). In October, an Australian National University
delegation visited Taiwan and signed a science and technology MOU
with the National Applied Research Laboratories.

. Working holidays: In July 2004, Taiwan and Australia signed a working

holiday visa MOU. Since then, Taiwanese youth have traveled to
Australia for working holidays via this program. During 2018-2019,
6,693 young Taiwanese received working holiday visas, including

second-year visas, for Australia.

6. Relations with Brunei

(1) Background: Taiwan established the Far East Trade and Cultural Center

2)

in Brunei Darussalam in Bandar Seri Begawan on June 27, 1978. The
center was renamed the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Brunei
Darussalam on July 1, 1996. It was closed on April 17, 2006, but resumed
operations on March 1, 2007.

Economic and trade relations

A. In 2019, the bilateral trade between Taiwan and Brunei amounted

to US$170.03 million, with the value of Taiwan’s exports reaching
US$11.90 million and its imports US$158.13 million.

B. Eve Yi, president of FairHoster Expo Ltd., put together a team of 10

companies to take part in the 23" Brunei Consumer Fair June 26-
30. On August 28, the Taiwan External Trade Development Council
(TAITRA) led a team to participate in the 2019 Brunei Technology
Expo.
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Cultural, tourism, and medical exchanges

A. Tourism: On August 1, a group led by the Tourism Bureau under the
Ministry of Transportation and Communications (MOTC) took part in
the Sabre Brunei Travel Fair 2019.

B. Medical exchange: Legislator Chung Chia-pin led a medical team for a

four-day visit to Brunei starting June 10.

C. Human resources development cooperation: Government officials
and outstanding individuals from Brunei were recommended for
participation in the Muslim Youth Exchange Program and Taiwan-US

Global Cooperation and Training Framework study sessions.

7. Relations with Fiji

)

)

3

Background: Taiwan established the Trade Mission of the Republic of
China to the Republic of Fiji in Suva on May 15, 1971. Renamed the
East Asia Trade Center on February 29, 1976, the center reverted back
to its old name Trade Mission of the Republic of China to the Republic
of Fiji on December 21, 1987. And on July 31, 2019, the center renamed
as the Taipei Trade Office in Fiji. Fiji set up the Fiji Trade and Tourism
Representative Office in the ROC on December 1, 1997, which was closed

in May 2017 due to considerations of public finance and effectiveness.

Economic and trade relations: The bilateral trade between Taiwan and
the Republic of Fiji in 2019 totaled US$43.994 million, with the value
of Taiwan’s exports reaching US$41.793 million, and imports from Fiji
reaching US$2.201 million.

Bilateral cooperation

A. Agricultural technical cooperation: The government of Taiwan
dispatched the Taiwan Agricultural Technical Mission to Fiji in 1978.
At the moment, the partnership between the two countries is based on
the agreement on technical cooperation signed on August 23, 2013.
Headquartered in Sigatoka, the Technical Mission offers assistance in

the production and marketing of fruit and vegetables.
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B. Fisheries cooperation (aquaculture): The TaiwanICDF sent technicians
to assist Fiji in formulating aquaculture development plans while

sharing relevant technologies in September 2017.

Humanitarian assistance: As part of the International Medical Cooperation

Program, the Taiwan Mobile Medical Service in Fiji is operated by Cathay

General Hospital. In 2019, the hospital conducted two medical missions

to Fiji for surgeries, diagnosis and treatment, public health education, and

training of Fijian medical staff at Labasa Hospital.

Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Minister of Finance Su Jain-rong
with a delegation of 21 persons, and President of the Legislative Yuan
Su Jia-chyuan.

B. Visits from Fiji were made by: Deputy Secretary of the Ministry of
Fisheries Atelaite Usa Rokosuka, and Chief Fisheries Development
Officer George Madden.

8. Relations with India

)

@

3

Background: India set up the India-Taipei Association in Taiwan in
July 1995. In September 1995, Taiwan set up the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Center in New Delhi, which was renamed the Taipei Economic
and Cultural Center in India in February 2012. The Taipei Economic and
Cultural Center in Chennai was established the same year.

Economic and trade relations: The bilateral trade between Taiwan and
India in 2019 totaled US$5.797 billion, with the value of Taiwan’s exports
reaching US$3.282 billion and its imports reaching US$2.515 billion.
Taiwan’s cumulative investment in India totaled US$789 million.

Technological cooperation: Taiwan and India signed the Memorandum of
Understanding on Scientific and Technological Cooperation on April 18,
2007, with Taipei and New Delhi alternatively hosting bilateral meetings
every two years. As of 2019, 86 joint research projects had been funded
and 25 seminars had been held by the two countries. Between 2009 and

2019, scholars from both sides published more than 200 papers in Science
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Citation Index journals and the proceedings of international seminars.

Educational cooperation: Taiwan has worked with 18 universities and
educational institutions such as the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay
by dispatching 18 Mandarin teachers to promote Mandarin education in
India. So far, the initiative has attracted enrollment of more than 7,000
Indian students in Mandarin classes. Taiwan further provides scholarships
to Indian students, with a total of 79 Indian students awarded the Taiwan
Scholarship and Huayu Enrichment Scholarship in 2019. Over the years,

the two scholarships have been awarded to 390 recipients from India.
Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Legislator Hsiao Bi-khim,
Legislator Yu Mei-nu, TAITRA Chairman James C. F. Huang, the
Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) Deputy Minister Hsu
You-chin, Director-general Yang Jen-ni of the Bureau of Foreign Trade,
Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA), and Chairman of the Prospect
Foundation Mark Chen.

B. Visits from India were made by: Secretary of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry Anup Wadhawan; Secretary of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry Ramesh Abhishek; Secretary of the Ministry
of Electronics and Information Technology Ajay Prakash Sawhney;
Additional Secretary of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry Sanjay
Chadha; Executive Director of Heritage, Railway Board, Ministry of
Railways, Vinita Srivastava; Executive Director of the Punjab State
Council for Science & Technology Dr. Jatinder Kaur Arora; Member
Secretary of the India Council of Social Science Research V. K.
Malhotra; Chairman of the Advisory Board of the Institute of Chinese
Studies in New Delhi Shivshankar Menon; Executive Director of the
National Maritime Foundation Gurpree S. Khurana; Chairman of All
India Council for Technical Education Anil D. Sahasrabhudhe; former
India Ambassador to China Gautam Bambawale; and Director at the
Society for Indian Ocean Studies Vice Adm. (Retd) Anup Singh.
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9. Relations with Indonesia

)

(@)

3

Background: Taiwan established the Taiwan Chamber of Commerce in
Jakarta on July 4, 1972, which was renamed the Taipei Economic and
Trade Office in Indonesia on January 19, 1990. In December 2015, the
Taipei Economic and Trade Office in Surabaya was established. The
Indonesian Chamber of Commerce in Taipei was established in Taipei on
June 1, 1971, and renamed the Indonesian Economic and Trade Office to
Taipei in January 1995.

Trade and economic relations: Bilateral trade volume between Taiwan
and Indonesia in 2019 totaled US$7.6 billion, with the value of Taiwan’s
exports reaching US$2.92 billion and its imports US$4.68 billion.
According to statistics from Badan Koordinasi Penanaman Modal (the
Indonesian Investment Coordinating Board, BKPM), Taiwan undertook
667 investment projects in 2019 amounting to US$180 million, making it
the 15"-largest source of foreign capital in Indonesia. Statistics from the
Taipei Economic and Trade Office (TETO) in Indonesia show that Taiwan
has a total of 4,148 investment projects in Indonesia, with a cumulative
investment of US$18.03 billion. In 2019, the office accomplished industry
talks, relief efforts, think tank exchanges, and programs for the direct
hiring of migrant workers from Indonesia. Important bilateral talks
included the Second Annual Meeting on the Agreement on Geodetic
and Geomatic Cooperation, attended by Wang Ching-hsiu, Director of
the Ministry of the Interior’s Department of Land Administration, in
November. From December 9 to 10, Deputy Ministers of the Coordinating
Ministry of Economic Affairs Wahyu Utomo and Rizal Lukman, together
with Harjanto, Director General of Metal, Machinery, Transportation
Equipment and Electronics (ILMATE) Ministry of Industry, attended the
2019 Taiwan-Indonesia Industrial Collaboration Forum in Taipei.

Agricultural cooperation: Taiwan has dispatched a Jakarta-based technical
mission to Indonesia since 1976, and established an agribusiness center, in
Surabaya, East Java. Since 2018, Taiwan has carried out several projects

such as the Karawang Comprehensive Agricultural Demonstration Zone
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Flagship Project and the Bandung Reinforced Agricultural Enterprise
Development and Cultivation Project in West Java, as well as the Quality
Rice Seed Development Project at Hasanuddin University in South

Sulawes.

Educational cooperation: The Taiwan government offers several
scholarships for Indonesian students, such as the Taiwan Scholarship,
Taiwan Fellowship, Huayu Enrichment Scholarship, and APEC
Postdoctoral Scholarship, as well as the TaiwanICDF International Higher
Education Scholarship. Based on the framework of the Taiwan-Indonesia
MOU on cooperation in technical and vocational education and training
signed in 2019, 255 Indonesian students were selected to come to Taiwan
for the 2+i Industry-Academia Collaboration Program. In 2019, a total of
13,907 students from Indonesia studied in Taiwan, making Indonesia the

fourth-largest source of international students in Taiwan.
Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Minister without Portfolio John
Deng, Minister of Economic Affairs Shen Jong-chin, Members of the
Control Yuan Wang Mei-yu and Wang You-ling, and Deputy Minister
of Economic Affairs Wang Mei-hua.

B. Visits from Indonesia were made by: Tahir, Member of the Presidential
Advisory Council; Deputy Ministers of the Coordinating Ministry of
Economic Affairs Wahyu Utomo and Rizal Lukman; Chief Advisor
to the Vice President Sofjan Wanandi; Minister of Trade Enggartiasto
Lukita; Ministers of Industry Airlangga Hartarto (in office from 2016
to 2019) and Agus Kartasasmita; Deputy Minister of Maritime and
Energy Sovereignty Purbaya Sadewa; Chairman of the Indonesian
Ombudsman Amzulian Rifai; a six-person delegation led by Meutya
Viada Hafid, Vice Chairman of Commission I of the People’s
Representative Council; a four-person delegation headed by Member
of Parliament Muhammad Syafrudin; and Sukoso, head of the Halal
Product Assurance Organizing Agency.
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Other

A. Jakarta and Surabaya each has a Taipei School and a Taiwan Education
Center. In July 2019, a third Taiwan Education Center was opened
in Yogyakarta. In addition, eight Indonesia Taiwan Chambers of
Commerce and 10 Federations of Alumni of Taiwan have been founded

in some major cities.

B. In 2019, the Taipei Economic and Trade Representative Office in
Indonesia issued a total of 30,981 migrant worker visas, and the
Surabaya office also issued 29,869 migrant worker visas. As of the end
of December 2019, there were 276,411 Indonesian migrant workers in
Taiwan. In addition, there were 156,060 Taiwanese travelers visiting

Indonesia, and 234,968 Indonesians visiting Taiwan in 2019.
Major events
A. Industry talks
(A) The Second Annual Meeting on the Agreement on Geodetic and

Geomatic Cooperation between Taiwan and Indonesia was held in
November 2019.

(B) The 2019 Taiwan-Indonesia Industrial Collaboration Forum took

place in Taipei in December 2019.
B. Relief efforts

(A) In April 2019, the government of Taiwan made a donation for
Sulawesi Island Earthquake Relief Efforts.

(B) In June 2019, Taiwan Representative in Indonesia John C. Chen
attended the groundbreaking ceremony for a school building and

Islamic activity center in Palu, Central Sulawesi.

(C) In August 2019, the government of Taiwan donated funds
for water tankers and ambulances, and attended the handover
ceremony held by the government of West Nusa Tenggara and the

Indonesian Red Cross Society.

(D) In November 2019, the government of Taiwan donated funds to

the Indonesian Ulema Council to construct an Islamic activity
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center in Central Sulawesi.

(E) In November 2019, representatives from Taiwan attended the
Opening Ceremony for the Quality Rice Seed Development
Program Greenhouse Facilities of Southern Sulawesi and the
Ceremony for the fund disbursement of the Second Phase of the

Cooperation Program.
C. Think tank exchanges

(A) The Marine Plastic Litter and Circular Economy Seminar was
jointly hosted by the government of Taiwan and Indonesia’s
Center for Southeast Asian Studies in September 2019.

(B) In October 2019, Chuang Jen-hsiang, Deputy Director-general of
the Taiwan Centers for Disease Control, the Ministry of Health
and Welfare (MOHW), and others attended the Progress of
Indonesia-Taiwan Dengue Control and Prevention Cooperation

Program Seminar at the Bandung Institute of Technology.

10. Relations with Japan

)

@

Background: The diplomatic relations between Taiwan and Japan were
resumed in 1952 and severed on September 29, 1972. In December of the
same year, the Association of East Asian Relations and the Interchange
Association were established for the two countries to maintain substantive
relations. The former has offices in Tokyo and Osaka (with a branch
in Fukuoka), while the latter has offices in Taipei and Kaohsiung. In
1992, the Tokyo Office was renamed the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office in Japan, with Yokohama, Naha and Sapporo Branch
Offices. The Osaka Office was renamed the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office in Osaka and now has a Fukuoka Branch Office. There are six
offices in total. In 2017, the above-mentioned associations were renamed
the Taiwan-Japan Relations Association and Japan-Taiwan Exchange
Association, respectively.

Economic and trade relations

A. The bilateral trade between Taiwan and Japan totaled US$67.33 billion
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in 2019 with an increase of 0.55 percent over 2018. Taiwan’s exports
to Japan totaled US$23.29 billion in 2019, with an increase of 2.13
percent over 2018. Taiwan’s total imports from Japan amounted to
US$44.04 billion, with a decrease of 0.26 percent compared to 2018.
Japan is Taiwan’s third-largest trading partner and main source of
machinery, key components and raw materials, while Taiwan is Japan’s
fourth-largest trading partner.

. Investment: In 2019, Taiwan’s foreign direct investments in Japan
consisted of 45 cases, with a total of US$71.924 million, a decrease of
88.4 percent over 2018. From 1952 to 2019, Taiwan had a cumulative
investment of about US$9.219 billion, with 839 cases. In 2019, Japan’s
foreign direct investment in Taiwan consisted of 434 cases, with a total
of US$1.271 billion, constituting a decrease of 16.68 percent from
2018. From 1952 to 2019, Japan had a cumulative investment of about
US$22.506 billion in Taiwan, with 10,922 cases.

. Taiwan-Japan Economic and Trade Conference and memoranda:
The 44™ Taiwan-Japan Economic and Trade Conference was held by
the governments of Taiwan and Japan on October 29 and 30, 2019.
The two sides have successively signed four memoranda to deepen
bilateral economic and trade cooperation—namely, the Memorandum
Between the Taiwan-Japan Relations Association and the Japan-
Taiwan Exchange Association for the Mutual Cooperation in the
Field of Patent Prosecution Highway, the Memorandum Between the
Taiwan-Japan Relations Association and the Japan-Taiwan Exchange
Association for the Mutual Cooperation in the Field of Industrial
Priority Document Exchange, the Memorandum Between the
Taiwan-Japan Relations Association and the Japan-Taiwan Exchange
Association for the Mutual Exchange and Cooperation in the Field
of Environmental Protection, and the Memorandum of Promoting
Cooperation Between the Taiwan-Japan Relations Association and the
Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association on the Import-Export Organic
Foods.
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(3) Science and technology exchanges

Ho Mei-yueh, Minister of the Science and Technology Interchange
Committee of the Taiwan-Japan Relations Association (hereinafter the
Committee), headed the Taiwan-Japan High-Level Policy Exchange
Delegation to Japan from November 8 to 13. The delegation met with
Hiroshi Kajiyama, Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, and
Yasutoshi Nishimura, Minister of State for Economic and Fiscal Policy,
to discuss cooperation on political and economic affairs, science and

technology, energy and talent exchanges.

The Committee held a seminar on intelligent medical technology and
its applications in Taipei on July 23. A total of 259 experts from industries,
government, education, and research institutes such as Asahikawa Medical
University, CYTLIMIC Inc., National Cancer Center Japan, Institute of
Advanced Biomedical Engineering and Science, Tokyo Women’s Medical
University, Taiwan Bio Industry Organization, and Taipei Medical
University attended the seminar. Topics relevant to intelligent medical
technology, including telemedicine, Al immunotherapy, AI medical

applications, and smart hospitals, were discussed.

In order to strengthen exchanges between the young and middle-
aged generations of both sides, the Committee proposed to the Japanese
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, with the help of the Penglai
Society of retired officials from that Ministry, the establishment of the
Taiwan-Japan Industrial and Technology Cooperation and Innovation
Policy Research Group to serve as a platform where young officials can
share their experience in policymaking and technology. From August 25
to 31, members of the Research Group from Taiwan representing eight
agencies, including the Department of Industrial Technology, the Bureau
of Energy, and the Industrial Development Bureau of the MOEA and
the Department of Industrial Development of the National Development
Council, visited officials from the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry in Japan for exchanges on policies. They also attended activities
such as networking events, establishing the groundwork for subsequent
exchanges and substantive cooperation.
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The Committee held the Taiwan-Japan Science and Technology
Forum in Taichung on September 24 and 25. The forum featured digital
innovation and smart manufacturing, covering topics such as next-
generation Al and robotics technology, quantum computing, data-sharing
platforms, industrial networking standards and digital innovation, new
applications of data to develop new markets, and smart manufacturing
solutions. Seven Japanese policymakers, practitioners, and cutting-
edge industrial researchers gave talks and held discussions with relevant
institutes in Taiwan. The forum was attended by 212 participants from
industries, academia, and government. Japan shared strategies and
practices on promoting data-sharing platforms and industrial networking

standards.
Cultural and educational exchanges

A. Higher education exchanges: The Taiwan Studies Project was set up
in cooperation with three renowned Japanese universities—Osaka
University, Kyushu University and Waseda University—to offer
courses for young Japanese students to familiarize with Taiwan. Tokyo
University, Niigata University, and Tokoha University co-organized
the Taiwanese Scholars Seminar to promote exchanges between the
Japanese academic community and Taiwan. Presidents of prominent
Japanese universities, including Shigeru Kohno, President of Nagasaki
University; Kei Satoh, President of Hirosaki University; and Kayoko
Hayashi, President of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, were
invited to visit Taiwan in order to establish new communication

channels for higher education.

B. Scholarships: Taiwan provided Taiwan Scholarship and Huayu
Enrichment Scholarship for 36 students, and organized three short-
term visits for 45 Japanese youths to learn Mandarin in Taiwan so as to

encourage young Japanese students to study in Taiwan.

C. Secondary education exchanges: Taiwan invited 30 Japanese secondary
and elementary school teachers to visit Taiwan for discussion and
exchange of experiences in order to learn more about the current

development of secondary and elementary education in Taiwan.
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D. Youth: A total of 7,227 teachers and students from 224 high schools
and vocational schools in Taiwan conducted educational trips to Japan.
As many as 38,287 Japanese teachers and students from 388 high
schools visited Taiwan on educational trips, making Taiwan the most

popular educational trip destination for Japanese high schools.

E. Sports: In all, 25 local townships and municipalities in Japan were set
to serve as host cities for Taiwan in the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games,
making Taiwan the most popular country with the most Japanese-
hosting cities. In addition, the Sports Administration of the Ministry
of Education (MOE) and the Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee
organized two pre-Olympic delegations to visit the Japanese Cabinet
Secretariat, the Tokyo Organizing Committee of the Olympic and
Paralympic Games, and the Japanese National Training Center to

bolster sports exchanges and cooperation between Taiwan and Japan.

F. Arts: In collaboration with the Setouchi Triennale in Japan, Taiwan
artists Wang Wen-chih, Lin Shuen-long, and Vocal Asia were invited to
exhibit or perform at the art festival. In association with Roppongi Art
Night in Japan, Taiwan artist Chuang Chih-wei was invited to exhibit in
Japan. In collaboration with the International Committee for University
Museums and Collections under ICOM Japan, the Museum of National
Taipei University of Education was invited to participate in the seminar
University Museums and Collections as Cultural Hubs: The Future of
Tradition. Taiwan artist Wang Hong-kai was also invited to Japan to put on
the workshop This Is No Country Music for Theater Commons Tokyo.

G. Film and media: Taiwan held the Taiwan Film Screening and Salon
in Tokyo; worked with the Osaka Asian Film Festival to organize a
special program for Taiwan films, Taiwan Cinema Renaissance 2019,
which featured seven films, including More Than Blue and Father; and
cooperated with the 2019 Yamagata International Documentary Film
Festival to hold Living with Disasters: Documentary Film Practices
Over the Years in Taiwan and Japan, which featured seven Taiwanese
documentaries. A lecture on the films of Tsai Ming-liang in relation to
art and literature was also held. In the area of publishing, the Taiwan
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Culture Festival and the Taiwan Book Fair were held for the first time
in collaboration with Eslite Spectrum Nihonbashi, and Kadokawa
Publishing House published a special collection of Taiwan monster

culture in Kwai & Yoo magazine.

H. Other cultural exchanges: Challenges for the Universal Value of
Human Rights, a seminar commemorating the 40" International
Federation for Human Rights Congress, was co-organized with
the French Embassy’s Institut Francais du Japon; and the Taiwan
Impressions photographic exhibition was held to showcase the Taiwan
Lantern Festival, railway and landscape photos. In collaboration with
the Okinawa Prefectural Museum and Art Museum, TAIWAN: Our
neighboring islands connected to us by the Kuroshio Current was
organized to help the people of Japan get an in-depth understanding of

the history and culture of Taiwan.
Tourism

According to figures from the Tourism Bureau, MOTC, 2,167,952
Japanese travelers visited Taiwan in 2019, and 4,911,681 Taiwanese
visited Japan, for a record-high two-way total of 7,079,633 visits. In
addition to publicizing Taiwan through various promotional activities,
promotion of Taiwan was undertaken in cooperation with local tourism
organizations in Japan and through participation in Japanese festivals. The
12" Taiwan-Japan Tourism Summit Forum was held in Toyama Prefecture

May 23 to 26, with more than 200 participants from Taiwan and Japan.
Media exposure

A. Media visits between Taiwan and Japan: The Japanese media and
foreign media in Japan were invited to send correspondents to report
on Taiwan. These included the Tourism and Culture Press Group I,
Japanese Press Group, and National Day Press Group, and resulted
in the publication of 10 news stories about Taiwan’s push for greater
international participation. A Taiwan press group was organized to
cover the 2019 Taiwan-Japan Tourism Summit Forum in Japan, which

resulted in 94 news reports in Mandarin and Japanese. Japanese and
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foreign media in Japan were assisted in applying for interviews with
heads of government agencies and ministries in Taiwan, including an
interview by the Sankei Shimbun of President Tsai in March, NHK
News Watch 9’s interview with President Tsai broadcasted on August 2,

and coverage of Taiwan’s presidential election in January 2020.

B. Promotion of Taiwan through Japanese media: In collaboration with
the Mainichi Shimbun, ice sculptures of the old Kaohsiung railway
station and Yushan (Mt. Jade) were showcased at the Sapporo
Snow Festival from February 4 to 7 to promote Taiwan tourism. In
association with the Sankei Shimbun, the 16" Taiwan-Japan Cultural
Exchanges Teenager Scholarship Travel to Taiwan event was held,
inviting 12 Japanese teenagers who were the winners of Mandarin
and Taiwanese essay and speech competitions to visit Taiwan in
March and meet with Vice President Chen. Taiwan commissioned
Sankei Advertising Inc. to produce a series of 12 Taiwan posters from
September to November, introducing tourism and culture in Taiwan, as
well as the story of Taiwan-Japan sports exchanges for the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics. Taiwan also worked with 36 local TV stations across Japan
to telecast 75 episodes of programs introducing cities in Taiwan. The
Chiba Television Broadcasting Corporation and Radio Nikkei produced
annual programs on Taiwan’s politics, economy, and culture to promote
Taiwan tourism and appeal to the Japanese public to support Taiwan’s
participation in the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership. The Sankei News website, the Fuji Sankei
Business I website, the SekaiNippo and The Japan Times newspapers

were also commissioned to carry a National Day special report.

C. Academic seminars jointly held with Japanese media: Taiwan invited
Japanese media such as Jiji Press Ltd., the Mainichi Shimbun, and
Fiscal Intelligence to co-organize international seminars, also inviting

scholars and experts to advocate for Taiwan on specific issues.

D. Media report collection: A total of 814 Japanese media reports
pertaining to Taiwan were collected, including President Tsai Meets
with Overseas Media, President Tsai Holds Video Conference with US
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think-tank, President Tsai Visits Diplomatic Allies in the South Pacific,
President Tsai Visits Diplomatic Allies in the Caribbean, President
Tsai’s National Day Address, 2019-20 Hong Kong Protests, ASEAN
Summit, and Pope Visits Japan. In May, Facebook and Twitter accounts
for Taiwan’s Representative Office in Japan were set up to share the
latest information about Taiwan and exchanges between Taiwan and
Japan in Mandarin and Japanese, in order to augment international
publicity channels. In cooperation with NHK, the NHK Chinese
website will share pertinent information with Taiwan citizens in Japan

during any disaster.
(7) Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: former Vice President Lu Hsiu-lien;
Secretary-general to the President Chen Chu; President of Academia
Sinica James C. Liao; Legislators Lim Tshiong-tso, Wang Yu-min,
Chuang Jui-hsiung, Wu Kuen-yuh, Chiu Yi-ying, Kuo Kuo-wen, Lo
Ming-tsai, Chiang Chi-chen, Liu Chien-kuo, Liu Shyh-fang, Yu Mei-
nu, Lin Ching-yi, Chiu Tai-yuan, Tseng Ming-chung, and Chen Ching-
min; Members of the Control Yuan Chang Wu-shou, Tsai Pei-tsuen,
Lee Yueh-te, Yin Jeo-chen, Fang Wan-fu, Yang Fang-wan, Lin Sheng-
fong, Chen Hsiao-hung, and Tien Chiu-chin; former Premier Lai
Ching-te; Ministers without Portfolio Wu Tsung-tsong, Audrey Tang,
and Wu Tze-cheng; Minister of Transportation and Communications
(MOTC) Lin Chia-lung; Minister of Health and Welfare Chen Shih-
chung; Minister of National Development Chen Mei-ling; Minister of
Overseas Community Affairs Wu Hsin-hsing; Chairman of the Taiwan
Transportation Safety Board Yang Hong-tsu; Member of the National
Communications Commission Teng Wei-chung; Minister of Agriculture
Chen Chi-chung; Deputy Minister of Agriculture Huang Jing-cheng;
Deputy Minister of Transportation and Communications Huang Yu-
lin; Deputy Ministers of Science and Technology Shieh Dar-bin and
Hsu Yu-chin; Deputy Minister of Overseas Community Affairs Kao
Chien-chih; Deputy Minister of Hakka Affairs Fan Tso-ming; Deputy
Minister of National Development Guo Fei-yu; Director General of the

-83 -



The Foreign Relations Yearbook 2019, Republic of China (Taiwan)

Civil Aeronautics Administration Lin Kuo-shian; Director General of
the Railway Bureau, MOTC, Allen Hu; Deputy Director General of the
Health Promotion Administration You Li-hui; Chairman of the Taiwan-
Japan Relations Association Chiu I-jen; Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je;
Keelung Mayor Lin Yu-chang; Chiayi County Magistrate Weng Chang-
liang; Taoyuan Mayor Cheng Wen-tsan; Hsinchu County Magistrate
Yang Wen-ke; Yunlin County Magistrate Chang Li-shan; Hualien City
Mayor Wei Chia-hsien; and Taitung County Magistrate Rao Ching-ling.

B. Visits from Japan were made by: Chairman Mitsuo Ohashi of the
Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association; President Yasuaki Tanizaki of
the Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association; Members of the House of
Representatives Manabu Sakai, Katsuyuki Kawai, Akihisa Nagashima,
Hirofumi Ryu, Toshitaka Ooka, Shigeki Kobayashi, Hajime Sasaki,
Shunsuke Takei, Taimei Yamaguchi, Mio Sugita, Masanobu Ogura,
Fumiaki Kobayashi, Keiji Furuya, Seishiro Eto, Minoru Kihara,
Shigeyuki Tomita, Takashi Nagao, Yasuko Komiyama, Masuo
Kaneko, Kosaburo Nishime, Konosuke Kokuba, Shuichi Takatori,
Asahiko Mihara, Jin Matsubara, Yoshihiro Seki, Hideo Onishi, Takaki
Shirasuka, Yukinori Nemoto, Yoshiaki Wada, Hiromi Mitsubayashi,
Kazuya Kondo, Yamato Aoyama, Kentaro Gemma, Kenichiro Seki,
Takeshi Saiki, Shohei Okashita, Hiroyuki Onishi, Kazuhide Okuma,
Kouichi Munekiyo, Mito Kakizawa, Yoichiro Aoyagi, Kazuhiko
Shigetoku, Go Shinohara, Kouichi Matsudaira, Yoko Wanibuchi,
Kozo Yamamoto, Hiroyuki Miyazawa, Takeru Yoshikawa, Yasutaka
Nakasone, Kazunori Tanaka, Masaharu Nakagawa, and Katsuhito
Nakajima; Members of the House of Councilors Hirofumi Takinami,
Masayo Tanabu, Takae Ito, Iwao Horii, Kentaro Asahi, Shinya
Fujiki, Taichiro Motoe, Kei Sato, Toshiyuki Adachi, Katsumi Ogawa,
Satoshi Nakanishi, Masahisa Sato, Kusuo Oshima, Nobuhiro Miura,
Hanako Jimi, Yasuyuki Sakai, Tsuneo Kitamura, Akira Ishii, Yuumi
Yoshikawa, Kimi Onoda, Hiroyuki Kada, Yasushi Miura, and Masato
Shimizu; Governor of Ehime Prefecture Tokihiro Nakamura; Governor

of Yamagata Prefecture Mieko Yoshimura; Governor of Kagawa
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Prefecture Keizo Hamada; Governor of Kumamoto Prefecture Ikuo
Kabashima; Governor of Kochi Prefecture Masanao Ozaki; Governor
of Mie Prefecture Eikei Suzuki; Governor of Okinawa Prefecture
Denny Tamaki; Governor of Ibaraki Prefecture Kazuhiko Ooigawa;
Governor of Okayama Prefecture Ryuta Ibaragi; Governor of Aomori
Prefecture Shingo Mimura; Governor of Shiga Prefecture Taizo

Mikazuki; and Governor of Miyazaki Prefecture Shunji Kouno.

11. Relations with the Republic of Korea

)

)
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Background: The diplomatic relations between Taiwan and the ROK were
severed on August 24, 1992. The Taipei Mission in Korea was established
on October 2, 1993, and inaugurated on January 25, 1994. The Taipei
Mission in Korea, Busan Office, was established on December 28, 2004,
and began operation on January 31, 2005. On November 25, 1993, the

Korean Mission in Taipei was established in Taipei.

Economic and trade relations: Bilateral trade between Taiwan and the
ROK totaled US$34.68 billion. Taiwan’s exports to the ROK totaled
US$16.95 billion, while total imports from the ROK amounted to
US$17.73 billion. The ROK is Taiwan’s fifth-largest trading partner, while
Taiwan is the ROK’s sixth-largest trading partner.

Tourism: In 2019, 1,209,062 Taiwanese visited the ROK, and 1,245,144

Koreans visited Taiwan.
Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: former Vice President Lu Hsiu-
lien; Members of the Control Yuan Wang Mei-yu and Wang You-
ling; President Lin Te-fu of Republic of China (Taiwan) — Korea
Parliamentary Friendship Association, Legislative Yuan; Legislators
Lu Yu-ling, Wang Yu-min, Lin Li-chan, and Lin Ching-yi; Director
General of the Tourism Bureau Chou Yung-hui; TAITRA President
James C. F. Huang; Chairman of the Taiwan Visitors Association Yeh
Chu-lan; Acting Chairman of the Transitional Justice Commission

Yang Tsui; Chairman of the Foundation on Asia-Pacific Peace Studies
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Hsu Hsin-liang; President of the Institute for National Policy Research

Tien Hung-mao; and Chairman of the Prospect Foundation Mark Chen.

B. Visits from Korea were made by: President of the Korea-Taiwan
Parliamentarian Friendship Association Cho Kyoung-tae; Members
of the National Assembly Cho Bae-Sook, Baek Jae-hyun, Kim Sung-
chan, Lee Jung-hyun, Chong Jong-sup, Yoo Min-bong, Jung Tae-ok,
Yoo Jae-joong, Song Hee-kyung, Lee Eun-jae, Jung Yang-seog, Kim
Kyu-hyuan, and Lee Sang-heon; Chairman of the Trade, Industry and
Energy Committee Hong Il-pyo; and Minister of Unification Kim
Yeon-chul.

12. Relations with Malaysia
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Background: On August 3, 1974, Taiwan established the Far East Trade
and Tour Centre in Malaysia as its Representative Office in Malaysia.
It was renamed the Taipei Economic and Cultural Center on September
22, 1988, and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Malaysia on
August 17, 1992. Malaysia has a Malaysian Friendship and Trade Centre
in Taipei.

Economic and trade relations: Bilateral trade between Taiwan and
Malaysia totaled US$19.78 billion. Malaysia is Taiwan’s seventh-largest
trading partner, while Taiwan is Malaysia’s sixth-largest. Taiwan has
cumulative investment of about US$14.833 billion in Malaysia, making it
the fourth-largest source of foreign investment in Malaysia after Japan, the

United States, and Singapore.

Bilateral agreements: The two countries signed an investment protection
agreement on February 18, 1993, and an agreement on the avoidance of

double taxation and tax evasion on July 23, 1996.

Tourism: In 2019, 299,959 travelers from Taiwan visited Malaysia, and
537,692 Malaysians visited Taiwan.

Cultural and educational relations: There are about 7.41 million ethnic
Chinese in Malaysia, and the country has a complete Chinese-language

education system. Currently, there are 1,299 Chinese-language elementary
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schools and 61 Chinese-language independent high schools in Malaysia.
In 2019, 15,741 Malaysian students were studying in universities and
colleges in Taiwan, and over the years more than 70,000 Malaysians have
studied in Taiwan. In 2019, 151 students from Taiwan attended Malaysian

colleges and universities.
Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: President of the Legislative Yuan
Su Jia-chyuan; Legislators Chiang Chi-chen, Lin Ching-yi, and
Lin Li-chan; Deputy Minister of Economic Affairs (MOEA) Wang
Mei-hua; Deputy Director General of the Bureau of Foreign Trade,
MOEA, Lee Guann-jyh; Deputy Minister of Education Liu Meng-
chi; Deputy Minister of Culture Hsiao Tsung-huang; Deputy Ministers
of Overseas Community Affairs Kao Chien-chih and Leu Yuan-rong;
Deputy Ministers of Agriculture Chen Jun-ji and Chen Tian-shou;
Commissioner of the National Communications Commission Teng
Wei-chung; Director of the Office of Homeland Security Huang Jiun-
tai; Deputy Director-general of the Investigation Bureau Huang Di-xi;
Kaohsiung Mayor Han Kuo-yu; and Kinmen County Magistrate Yang
Cheng-wu.

B. Visits from Malaysia were made by: Vice President of the People’s
Justice Party Chua Tian Chang; President of the Malaysian People’s
Movement Party Dominic Lau Hoe Chai; President of the Sarawak
United Peoples’ Party Sim Kui Hian; Director of the Maritime Institute
of Malaysia Martin Sebastian; Selangor State Legislature Assemblyman
Ng Sze Han; Deputy Ministers of International Trade and Industry
K. Talagavithi (in charge of industry) and Norazman Ayob (in charge
of trade); Director-general of the Narcotics Crime Investigation
Department, Royal Malaysia Police, Mohd Khalil Bin Kader; Deputy
Director-general of the Commercial Crimes Investigation Department
Azizan Bin Abu Taat; Director of the Islamic Tourism Centre of the
National Department for Culture and Arts Abdul Khani Bin Daud;

Chief Commissioner of the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission
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Zamri bin Yahya; Selangor Police Chief Noor Azam bin Jamaludin;
Melaka Police Chief Raja Sharom bin Raja Abdullah; and Chairman of
the National Anti-Financial Crime Centre Mustafar bin Ali.

13. Relations with New Zealand
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Background: Diplomatic relation between Taiwan and New Zealand were
severed on December 22, 1972. In May 1973, Taiwan set up the East
Asian Trade Center in Auckland, and in July 1980, the Center was moved
to Wellington. In 1982, the Auckland Branch was established, and in 1987,
New Zealand established the New Zealand Commerce and Industry Office
in Taiwan. In November 1991, the East Asian Trade Center was renamed

the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office.
Economic and trade relations

A. In 2019, bilateral trade between Taiwan and New Zealand totaled
US$1.35 billion. Taiwan’s exports to New Zealand totaled US$579
million, while total imports from New Zealand amounted to US$770
million. Taiwan is New Zealand’s seventh-largest export market and its

fourteenth-largest source of imports.

B. Taiwan and New Zealand signed a dairy implementing arrangement
in September this year, promoting bilateral trade. In addition, the Joint
New Zealand-Taiwan Business Conference was held in Wellington on
November 29.

Cultural and educational relations: In September 2019, Taiwan’s Ministry
of Economic Affairs and Victoria University of Wellington signed a talent
exchange MOU. Charles Ngaki, Policy Manager for Economic Wealth
of the Ministry of Maori Development, led a delegation to attend the
Indigenous Cooperation Coordination Meeting held in Taiwan in June. In
August at the Executive Yuan, Premier Su Tseng-chang and spokesperson
Kolas Yotaka met a visiting group of Maori youths from northern New

Zealand seeking their ancestral roots in Taiwan.

- 88 -



4)

Chapter 3 Foreign Relations

Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by Minister of Examination Hsu Shu-
hsiang, Deputy Minister of Overseas Community Affairs Council Kao
Chien-chih, Deputy Minister of Economic Affairs Wang Mei-hua, and
Deputy Minister of Ocean Affairs Chuang Ching-ta.

B. Visits from New Zealand were made by Members of Parliament Tim
Macindoe, Ian McKelive, Todd Muller, Chris Bishop, Agnes Loheni,
and Alfred Ngaro.

14. Relations with Papua New Guinea
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Background: On February 12, 1990, Taiwan set up a trade mission
in Papua New Guinea, which was renamed the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Office in Papua New Guinea on May 17, 2018. On May 20, 1990,
the Office of the Honorary Representative of Papua New Guinea was
established in Taipei. In August 1994, its name was changed to Honorary
Consulate-General; the appointment was suspended in August 2014. On
December 31, 2015, the Papua New Guinea Trade Office in Taiwan was

established in Taipei.
Economic and trade relations

A. Overall exports and imports: Trade between Taiwan and Papua New
Guinea totaled US$849.3 million. Taiwan’s exports to Papua New
Guinea totaled US$27.356 million, while its imports from that country
totaled US$821.9 million.

B. Fishing access fee: The Taiwan Tuna Purse Seiners Association signed
a fishing agreement with the National Fisheries Authority of Papua
New Guinea under which it purchased 950 days of operation, licensed
27 fishing vessels, and agreed to a fishing access fee of US$9.975

million.

Agricultural cooperation: The farmer training program is currently in its
fifth year. The program selects excellent farmers and growscrops in Port
Moresby, the capital, and in two promotion centers in the commercial hub
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Lae. It also collaborates with the Department of Agriculture and Livestock
and the National Agricultural Research Institute to conduct breeding of
maize and cassava, and field-test planting of drought- and heat-tolerant
varieties. In addition, 18 primary courses, two intermediate courses, and

two advanced courses provided training to 500 farmers.

Medical cooperation: In 2019, Changhua Christian Hospital sent 13
medical volunteers to Nonga General Hospital in Rabaul, East New
Britain, Papua New Guinea, where the volunteers carried out more than
10 orthopedic surgeries, gave 10 lectures to share new knowledge and
experiences in medicine, and donated medical supplies valued at about
US$46,610. The volunteers also held special seminars in nearby church
hospitals and nursing schools. Three healthcare practitioners from Nonga
General Hospital and Port Moresby General Hospital visited Changhua
Christian Hospital for short-term study.

Visits from Papua New Guinea were made by Deputy Speaker of the
National Parliament of Papua New Guinea Jeffery Komal and Director of

Investigations Joseph Molita.

15. Relations with the Philippines
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Background: The Republic of China and the Philippines established
diplomatic relations on April 18, 1947, and severed diplomatic relations
on June 9, 1975. On July 28, 1975, the Pacific Economic and Cultural
Center in Manila was established, officially opening on October 8 that
year. It was renamed the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in the
Philippines on March 7, 1990. The Philippines established the Asian
Exchange Center in Taipei on March 16, 1976, which was renamed the
Manila Economic and Cultural Office on December 20, 1989.

Economic and trade relations: Bilateral trade between Taiwan and the
Philippines totaled US$8.27 billion. Taiwan’s exports totaled US$6.157
billion and its imports stood at US$2.114 billion. Taiwanese companies

have about 600 factories in the Philippines, with cumulative investment of
about US$2.144 billion from 1952 to 2019.
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(3) Cultural and educational relations: The Ministry of Education of Taiwan

commissioned National Sun Yat-sen University to set up a Taiwan

Education Center at Trinity University of Asia in the Philippines to

promote Taiwan and the Chinese language in higher education. Guang

Ming College hired two Chinese language teachers selected and
recommended by the MOE in August 2019.

(4) Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: former President Ma Ying-jeou;

President of the Legislative Yuan Su Jia-chyuan; Legislators Chen
Ting-fei, Wu Chi-ming, Hsu Yu-jen, and Tung Hui-chen; Minister
of Economic Affairs Shen Jong-chin; Deputy Minister of Economic
Affairs Wang Mei-hua; Commissioner of the Civil Service Education
Protection and Training Commission and President of the National
Academy of Civil Service Kuo Fang-yu; Deputy Minister of Overseas
Community Affairs Kao Chien-chih; and Deputy Minister of
Agriculture Huang Jing-cheng.

. Visits from the Philippines were made by: Secretary of the Department

of Labor and Employment Silvestre H. Bello III; Deputy Speakers of
the House of Representatives of the Philippines Rose Marie “Baby” J.
Arenas, Evelina Escudero, and Deogracias Victoria “DV” B. Savellano;
Undersecretary in the Department of Trade and Industry Ceferino
S. Rodolfo; Undersecretaries in the Department of Science and
Technology Renato U. Solidum Jr. and Rowena Cristina L. Guevara;
Undersecretary in the Department of Education Alain Del B. Pascua;
and Undersecretary in the Department of Labor and Employment Claro
A. Arellano.

(5) Other

A.

Tourism: In 2019, 509,519 travelers from the Philippines visited

Taiwan, and 331,792 travelers from Taiwan visited the Philippines.

. Labor: A total of 157,487 Filipinos worked in Taiwan in 2019.

. Overseas community affairs: Most of the nearly 1.5 million ethnic

Chinese living in the Philippines reside in Metro Manila, Cebu, Davao,
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Zamboanga, Bacolod, or Iloilo. In recent years, approximately 7,000
Taiwan nationals have traveled to the Philippines to conduct business,

work, or invest.

16. Relations with Singapore
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Background: The Trade Mission of the Republic of China was
established in Singapore on March 6, 1969, and renamed the Taipei
Representative Office in Singapore on September 30, 1990. The
Singapore Trade Representative Office in Taipei was established on
August 1, 1979, and renamed the Singapore Trade Office in Taipei on
September 30, 1990.

Economic and trade relations: Taiwan’s bilateral trade with Singapore
this year totaled US$26.105 billion. Taiwan’s exports to Singapore
amounted to US$18.188 billion, and imports from Singapore stood
at US$7.917 billion, resulting in a trade surplus of US$10.271 billion
for Taiwan. Singapore is Taiwan’s sixth-largest trading partner. The
Agreement between Singapore and the Separate Customs Territory of
Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu on Economic Partnership (ASTEP),
signed on November 7, 2013, officially came into effect on April 19,
2014. Singapore is the only country in the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to have signed a free trade agreement (FTA)
with Taiwan.

Cultural and educational relations

A. For the past 36 years, mutual visits by 80 senior high school students
and host families have been organized every year. A total of 5,640
senior high school students have participated in this exchange program.
Taiwan Scholarship and Huayu Enrichment Scholarship have been
awarded outstanding young Singaporeans wishing to obtain a degree
or study Mandarin in Taiwan. The Taipei Representative Office in
the Republic of Singapore also established the Taiwan Studies Thesis
Scholarship to encourage Singaporean students to conduct research on

Taiwan.
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B. Arts and cultural groups from Taiwan have performed in Singapore
many times with wide acclaim. The Department of Dance, National
Taiwan University of Arts, participated in the annual River Hongbao
event for the Lunar New Year in Singapore. Story Works, M.O.V.E.
Theatre, Won Fu, Bulareyaung Dance Company, Cloud Gate Dance
Theater, Godot Theatre Company, and Guoguang Opera Company
performed at the Huayi-Chinese Festival of Arts.

Visits from Taiwan were made by: Minister of Economic Affairs Shen
Jong-chin, Minister of Agriculture Chen Chi-chung, Legislators Yu Mei-
nu and Tung Hui-chen, Deputy Minister of Science and Technology Hsu
Yu-chin, Member of the Control Yuan Tien Chiu-chin, Chiayi County
Magistrate Weng Chang-liang, and Kaohsiung Mayor Han Kuo-yu.

People-to-people visits: A total of 460,635 Singaporeans visited Taiwan in
2019.

17. Relations with Thailand

)

2

Background: Diplomatic relations between The Republic of China and
Thailand were established on May 7, 1946, and terminated on July 1,
1975. Taiwan and Thailand established offices in Bangkok and Taipei
respectively. After several changes, the names of the two offices are now
the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Thailand and the Thailand
Trade and Economic Office.

Economic and trade relations: According to Thailand’s Ministry of
Commerce, bilateral trade between Taiwan and Thailand in 2019 totaled
US$12.061 billion. Taiwan’s exports to Thailand totaled US$8.049 billion
and its imports from Thailand stood at US$4.011 billion. According to the
Board of Investment of Thailand, the number of Taiwanese investments in
Thailand in 2019 comprised 44 cases, with an investment value of about
US$319 million. Taiwanese companies have invested in 2,470 projects in
Thailand over the years, with a cumulative investment of about US$15
billion.
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Labor: Thai workers have been permitted to work in Taiwan since 1994,
resulting in a close labor force relationship between the two countries.
The 20" Taiwan-Thailand Labor Committee Meeting was held in Taipei in
August. As of December 2019, there were 59,445 Thai migrant workers in

Taiwan.

Agricultural cooperation: Taiwan and Thailand have held agricultural
cooperation meetings every two years since signing an agreement on
agricultural cooperation between Taiwan and Thailand in 2003. The
6™ Taiwan-Thailand Agricultural Cooperation Meeting was held in
Bangkok on March 16, 2017. Based on the meeting resolutions, the
two sides have worked closely on agricultural cooperation and study. In
addition, the agricultural technical cooperation program between Taiwan
and Thailand Royal Project Foundation has been ongoing since 1970.
It has proven to be a long and fruitful program of country-to-country

cooperation.

Tourism: In 2019, 830,166 Taiwanese visited Thailand, and 413,926 Thais
visited Taiwan.

Cultural and educational relations: Thailand Museum Siam and the
National Taiwan Museum jointly organized the exhibition Tattoo Color,
Tattoo Honor: Indigenous Tattoos in Taiwan and Thailand. In 2019, 17
Thai students were awarded Taiwan Scholarship and 33 were awarded
Huayu Enrichment Scholarship by the Ministry of Education. Three
Mandarin Chinese teaching assistants and 26 teachers from Taiwan are

working in Thai schools.
Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Vice Minister of Economic
Affairs Lin Chuan-neng; Deputy Education Minister Liu Meng-chi;
Commissioner of the Civil Service Education Protection and Training
Commission Kuo Fang-yu; Minister of Overseas Community Affairs
Wu Hsin-hsing; Minister without Portfolio Audrey Tang; Deputy
Minister of Mainland Affairs Chiu Chui-cheng; Legislators Chao Tien-
lin, Chen Ming-wen, Kuan Bi-ling, Su Chih-fen, Chen Ting-fei, Tsai
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Shih-ying, Hung Tsung-yi, and Wu Yu-chin; and President of Academia

Sinica James C. Liao.

. Visits from Thailand were made by: former President of the Taiwan

Friendship Group in the National Assembly of Thailand Prasert
Prakoonsuksapan; Members of Parliament Klaikong Vaidhyakarn,
Woraphop Viriyaroj, Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, Pakornwut
Udompipatskul, and Somkiat Thanomsin; Advisor to the Minister of
Commerce Pornchai Tarkulwaranont; and former Minister of Transport
Chadchart Sittipunt.

18. Relations with Vietnam

(1) Background: On November 15, 1992, in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City,

(@)

3

“

respectively, Taiwan established the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
in Vietnam and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Ho Chi Minh
City. On July 10, 1993, Vietnam established the Vietnam Economic
Cultural Office in Taipei.

Economic and trade relations

A. Bilateral trade between Taiwan and Vietnam in 2019 amounted

to US$19.564 billion, with Vietnam’s exports to Taiwan totaling
US$4.392 billion and its imports from Taiwan reaching US$15.173
billion, leaving Taiwan with a surplus of US$10.781 billion. Taiwan is
Vietnam’s fifth-largest trading partner.

. Investment: By the end of 2019, Taiwan’s cumulative investment in

Vietnam totaled US$32.367 billion in 2,692 cases, making it the fourth-
largest source of foreign investment in Vietnam. Taiwan invested
US$860.62 million in 152 projects in Vietnam in 2019.

Tourism: In 2019, 926,744 travelers from Taiwan visited Vietnam, while

405,396 Vietnamese visited Taiwan.

Bilateral agreements: A new version of a bilateral investment agreement, a
memorandum of understanding on sanitary and phytosanitary cooperation,
and an agreement on mutual recognition of diplomas and training courses

were signed in 2019 between Taiwan and Vietnam.
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Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Minister of National Development
Chen Mei-ling, Deputy Minister of Agriculture Huang Jing-cheng,
Political Deputy Ministers of Education Fan Sun-lu and Lio Mon-
chi, Vice Minister of Science and Technology Tsou Yu-han, Deputy
Minister of Environmental Protection Tsai Hung-teh, Legislator Wu
Kuen-yuh, and Member of the Control Yuan Chang Wu-shou.

B. Chairman of the Committee for Taiwan Affairs Vu Tien Loc visited
from Vietnam.

Other: There are about 80,000 Taiwanese businessmen in Vietnam. The

Council of Taiwanese Chambers of Commerce in Vietnam has 14 branches

covering major cities, provinces, and industries.

19. Relations with Myanmar

)

)

Background: In 2014, a TaiwanlCDF office was established in Yangon.
In 2015, the Myanmar Trade Office was established in Taipei. With the
establishment of relevant institutions in both countries, bilateral relations
have become increasingly close. The Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office in Myanmar was approved to be established by the government of
Myanmar on March 28, 2016.

Economic and trade relations

A. Since Myanmar opened its market to foreign companies in 2011, more
than 270 Taiwanese companies have invested US$1 billion in apparel,
optics, agriculture, footwear, travel agency, restaurant, aviation, and

finance industries in the country.

B. Taiwan has made 39 cases of investment in Myanmar totaling US$224
million. At the same time, Myanmar has made 23 cases of investment
in Taiwan totaling US$2.348 million. Total trade volume in 2019 was
US$312 million. Taiwan’s exports to Myanmar amounted to US$242
million and its imports from the country stood at US$70 million, a
decline of 8.77 percent compared to the total trade volume of US$342

million in 2018.
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(3) Other

A. The Myanmar government is working toward greater openness and
innovation. The nearly 2 million ethnic Chinese in Myanmar provide
a strong niche for interaction between the two countries. In 2016, the
number of business trips to Myanmar from Taiwan reached 25,190.
Since the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Myanmar was
established in March 2016, the number of Myanmar nationals coming
to Taiwan has grown substantially, making bilateral exchanges and
interactions more frequent.

B. Taiwan is currently conducting the Taiwan Digital Opportunity Center
Project and the TaiwanICDF Lights up Rural Myanmar Project in
Myanmar, as well as providing humanitarian assistance for individual

cases.
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.
Pacific Women Leaders
Coalition Conference

26-27 March, 2019

. Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Istan

President Tsai Ing-wen (middle) and President Hilda C. Heine of the Republic of Marshall
Islands (middle-right) pose with representatives at the first Pacific Women Leaders Coalition
Conference. (March 26, 2019)

T EE R B 108 4F s s
2019 MIDSHIPMEN CRUIS!NGE%&%&%@%&B&@%&C '

President Hilda C. Heine of the Republic of Marshall Islands (third left), Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Trade John M. Silk (second left), ROC Deputy Minister of Foreign Aftairs Szu-
chien Hsu (third right), Ambassador to the Republic of Marshall Islands Jeffrey S. C. Hsiao
(second right), and Rear Admiral Wang Kuo-chiang (first right) at the onboard reception for
the 2019 Midshipmen Cruising and Training Squadron of the Republic of China (Taiwan).
(April 30,2019)
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President Lionel Aingimea of Nauru is welcomed with full military honors on his state visit

to Taiwan. (December 13, 2019)
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President Lionel Aingimea of Nauru signs the Air Services Agreement during his visit to
Taiwan. (December 13, 2019)
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On the Oceans of Democracy state trip, President Tsai Ing-wen (middle-left) holds a bilateral
meeting with President Tommy E. Remengesau Jr. (middle-right) of Palau, together with their
cabinet officials. (March 22, 2019)

’ e\
Foreign Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu (middle-left) and Vice President of Palau and Minister
of Justice Raynold Oilouch (middle-right) sign the Sea Patrol Cooperation Pact. (March 22,
2019)
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Prime Minister of Tuvalu Kausea Natano meets with Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Szu-chien Hsu. (November 6, 2019)

President Tsai Ing-wen receives Tuvaluan Minister of Justice, Communication and Foreign
Affairs Simon Robert Kofe. (November 20, 2019)
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The Asia-Pacific Group on Money Laundering holds its 22" annual meeting in Canberra,
Australia. Taiwan earns a promotion to the regular follow-up list, the most successful result
among member countries in the Asia-Pacific region. (August 22, 2019)

| Department of |
Natural Resources,
Mines and Energy

Redland City and Logan City of the state of Queensland and MiTAC Information Technology
Corporation sign a letter of intent on smart city cooperation at the welcome dinner for the 33™
Joint Conference of the ROC-Australia and Australia-Taiwan Business Councils, witnessed by
Representative to Australia Elliott Charng (back-right) and Representative Gary Cowan of the
Australian Office in Taipei (back-left). (August 29, 2019)
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The Taipei Economic and Cultural Office, Brisbane, Australia, hosts a reception for the
Queensland Parliamentary Friends of Taiwan. Director General Bruce Chen-jung Hung
(front, third left) poses with Queensland Government cabinet members and state legislators.
(September 17, 2019)

Director General Bruce Chen-jung Hung of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office,
Brisbane, Australia, (front, fourth left), and Lord Mayor of Brisbane Adrian Schrinner
and Mrs. Schrinner (front, fourth and third right) celebrate the 108" National Day of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) at a reception held jointly with the overseas Taiwan community
of Queensland. (November 5, 2019)
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President Tsai Ing-wen addresses the third Yushan Forum. (October 8, 2019)

Vice President Chen Chien-jen (third left), Minister without Portfolio John C. C. Deng (first
left), Chairman of the Taiwan-Asia Exchange Foundation Michael Hsiao (first right), US Senior
Official for APEC and Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Australia, New Zealand and the
Pacific Islands Sandra Oudkirk (third right), Chairman of the Advisory Board of the Institute of
Chinese Studies in New Delhi Shivshankar Menon (second left), and former Director General of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Korea Park Tae-ho (second right) participate in the
third Yushan Forum “Asia Outlook™ discussion session. (October 9, 2019)
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ARTERMI0BFARE T
RECEPTION IN CELEBRATION OF THE 108 NATIONAL
DAY OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAWAN)

Director General Chi-wen Lin of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office, Melbourne,
Australia, hosts the 108" National Day Reception of the Republic of China (Taiwan).
(October 9, 2019)

L

Minister of Overseas Community Affairs Wu Hsin-hsing attends the opening ceremony of
the 2019 Fun Taiwan Festival in Melbourne, Australia. (October 26, 2019)
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L D B e
Representative to Australia Elliott Charng; Director General Hsueh-hong Wang of the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office, Sydney; and New South Wales dignitaries pose for a group photo
at the 2019 Sydney Chinese Community Spring Festival Dinner. (February 3, 2019)
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PERB108F-ALAT \—j—:l
108t NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION 7

REPUBLIC OF CHINA ( TAIWAN )

3

Director General Hsueh-hong Wang (front, fourth left) poses with dignitaries from New
South Wales at the 108" Republic of China (Taiwan) National Day Reception held by the
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Sydney. (October 9, 2019)
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Representative to Brunei Andrew Lee and Mrs. Lee pose with members of the Brunei-Taiwan
Chamber of Commerce and the Taiwan Alumni Association in Brunei Darussalam at the 108"
Republic of China (Taiwan) National Day dinner. (October 5, 2019)

Representative to Brunei Andrew Lee and his colleagues welcome Deputy Magistrate of
Kinmen County Huang Yi-kai and a travel delegation arriving in Brunei on the first chartered
flight from Kinmen. (November 23, 2019)
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Representative to Fiji Jessica C. Lee (fourth right) celebrates the 108" National Day of the Republic of
China (Taiwan) with Fiji MP Sitiveni Rabuka (former Prime Minister and leader of the Social Democratic
Liberal Party) (fifth left); MP Biman Prasad (National Federation Party) (third right); the Assistant Minister
for Agriculture (first left); Marshall Islands Ambassador to Fiji (second left); Tuvalu’s High Commissioner
in Fiji (third left); the Assistant Minister for Youth and Sports (fourth left); Assistant Minister for Indigenous
People (second right); and the Speaker of Parliament’s spouse (former First Lady). (October 8, 2019)

.

Al
TEXPO

TAITRA Chairman James C. F. Huang (third right), Representative to India Tien Chung-
kwang (sixth left), and Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, India, Shri
Praveen Bonigala (fourth right) attend the opening ceremony of the 2019 Taiwan Expo in
New Delhi. (May 16, 2019)
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At the 10™ Taiwan-India Joint Conference on Science and Technology Cooperation,
Representative to India Tien Chung-kwang (front, fifth left) poses for a photo with Deputy
Minister of Science and Technology Hsu Yu-chin (front, sixth left), and Deputy Minister
Ashutosh Sharma of the Department of Science and Technology, India (front, seventh left).
(July 25, 2019)

=)

MOFA East Asian and Pacific Affairs Director General Baushuan Ger (third right),
Representative to India Tien Chung-kwang (second left), Director General in Chennai Li
Chao-cheng (first left), and Member of the State Assembly of Tamil Nadu Dr. R. Nataraj (third
left) pose for a photo. (April 12, 2019)
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Officials pose for a photo at the 2019 Taiwanese Film Festival, co-organized by the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Center in Chennai and the Indo Cine Appreciation Foundation at the
Alliance Francaise of Madras. (October 14, 2019)

WELCOME DISTINGUISHED
GUESTS - FRIENDS FROM TAIWAN (R.0.C}

MOFA East Asian and Pacific Affairs Director General Baushuan Ger (second right),
Director General in Chennai Li Chao-cheng (right), and Head of the Department of Politics
and Public Administration at the University of Madras Dr. Ramu (left) attend the European
Union Research Seminar at the University of Madras. (October 14, 2019)
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Representative to Indonesia John C. Chen (right), presents a donation to the Indonesian
Red Cross on behalf of the Ministry of Health and Welfare, Republic of China (Taiwan),
for the Tsunami and Earthquake Relief Project in Central Sulawesi Province, Indonesia.

(April 30, 2019)

THE 4 CONSULTATION MEETING
ON AGRICULTURE COOPERATION

WYY N .IETO-TETO \ 4
.~ Bogor, 18 - 19 September 2019

Representative to Indonesia John C. Chen (right) and Representative of the Indonesia
Economic and Trade Office to Taipei Didi Sumedi (left) show the 4" Agricultural
Cooperation Consultations Proceedings Book. (September 18, 2019)
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(R-L) Chair of the Taiwan Visitors Association Yeh Chu-lan, Representative to Japan Hsieh
Chang-ting, Director General of the Taiwan Tourism Bureau Chou Yung-hui, and Governor of
Toyama Prefecture Takakazu Ishii prepare to cut the ribbon for trams painted with scenes of
Taiwan to promote the Toyama-Taipei flight route and sightseeing in Taiwan. (May 23, 2019)

4

7

/y 114
=
Representative to Japan Hsieh Chang-ting (front, first right) and Governor of Tokyo Yuriko
Koike (second right) enjoy a puppetry performance at the opening of the Taiwan Plus 2019

Taiwan Shin Kankaku cultural event. (September 28, 2019)
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Representative to Japan Hsieh Chang-ting (center) and Mrs. Hsieh (left) chat with Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe’s mother, Yoko Abe (right). (October 18, 2019)

Minister of Health and Welfare Chen Shih-chung (front, fifth left) attends dinner hosted by
the Fukuoka Overseas Chinese Community in support of Taiwan’s participation in WHA.
(May 11, 2019)
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Member of the Control Yuan Tsai Pei-tsun (third left) leads a delegation to Hokkaido, Japan,
to study rural-area and mixed-age education. (June 17, 2019)
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Minister of Overseas Community Affairs Wu Hsin-hsing (third right) attends the
groundbreaking ceremony for renovations at Yokohama Overseas Chinese School,
accompanied by Representative to Japan Hsieh Chang-ting (second right). (March 30, 2019)

Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je (eighth right), leading a delegation to Japan for a four-day visit,
tours the J-POWER Isogo Power Station, accompanied by Chang Shu-ling (ninth right),
Director General of the Yokohama Branch, Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
Office in Japan. (May 24, 2019)
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Minister of Public Construction Wu Tze-cheng (center) and his delegation visit Enoshima
Electric Railway Co., Ltd., accompanied by Chang Shu-ling (third right), Director General
of the Yokohama Branch, Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in Japan.
(September 4, 2019)

Legislator Lin Ching-yi (center), member of the Legislative Yuan Foreign Affairs and National
Defense Committee, attends the annual conference of the Shirayuri Association of the Kanagawa
Prefectural Assembly Women's League, accompanied by Chang Shu-ling (left), Director General
of the Yokohama Branch, Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in Japan, and
Kuroiwa Yuji (right), Governor of Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan. (November 6, 2019)
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Representative to Korea Tang Diann-wen delivers remarks at the 108™ National Day of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) Dinner. (October 7, 2019)

TAITRA Chairman James C. F. Huang (center) hosts the 2019 Computex International Press
Conference during his visit to the Republic of Korea. (April 18, 2019)
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NORTHEAST ASIA CHAIN CRUISING
MEETING 2019

Taipei Deputy Mayor Tsai Ping-kun (sixth left) visits Busan, Republic of Korea, to sign a
Cruise Tourism MOU with Busan Vice Mayor Byeon Sung-wan (sixth right). (July 10, 2019)

Hualien City Mayor Wei Chia-hsien (fifth right), heading a delegation on the first chartered
Hualien-Ulsan flight, helps cut the ribbon in the Korean city to celebrate. (October 17, 2019)
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Representative to Malaysia Anne Hung (center) poses with Malaysian dignitaries and
honored guests at the 108" National Day Reception of the Republic of China (Taiwan).
(October 9, 2019)
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Representative to Malaysia Anne Hung (sixth left), Deputy Minister of Agriculture Chen
Tian-shou (fifth left), Member of the Parliament of Malaysia Wong Shu-qi (fourth left), and
political and business leaders from both sides attend the first Malaysia Taiwan Agricultural
Machinery & Materials Exhibition. (November 22, 2019)
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Deputy Minister of Overseas Community Affairs Kao Chien-chih (front, fifth left) and
Representative to New Zealand Chen Keh-ming (front, fourth left) attend the 3 Board Meeting and
21" Annual Conference of the Taiwanese Chambers of Commerce in Oceania. (June 29, 2019)

Ho, Yie-2u

Representative to New Zealand Chen Keh-ming (back, second left), and Yu Cheng-wei
(back, first left), Director General of the Bureau of Energy, MOEA, witness the signing of
a cooperation agreement between the Industrial Technology Research Institute and New
Zealand’s GNS Science for resource assessment in the hydrothermal system of the Tatun
Volcano Group. (July 24, 2019)
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Deputy Minister of Overseas Community Affairs Kao Chien-chih addresses members of the
Auckland overseas Taiwan community. (July 1, 2019)

New Zealand firefighters receive certificates of appreciation at the National Day Ceremony
held by the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Auckland. (October 4, 2019)
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Representative to the Philippines Michael Pei-yung Hsu (second left) and Chen Jun-ji (first right),
Director of the Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute, Council of Agriculture, help break ground
for a demonstration mushroom farm at Baguio City, Philippines. (March 15, 2019)

Representative to the Philippines Michael Pei-yung Hsu and delegation leader James Chi-

ping Chang celebrate Taiwan Night at the University of Santo Thomas with Taiwan’s
International Youth Ambassadors. (August19, 2019)
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Representative to the Philippines Michael Pei-yung Hsu (center) poses with Philippine
Tourism Association President Ritchie B. Tuano (fifth left) and Abe Chou (fifth right),
Director of the Taiwan Visitors Association, Kuala Lumpur Office, at the Taiwan Small
Town & Shopplng Promotion Fair held by the Taiwan Visitors Association. (April 13,2019)

2019 Taiwan-Philippines _ 2019 Taiwan-Philippines
Industrial Collaboration Summit Industr laboration Summ

and the 25th PCBC-CPBC Joint Meeting CPBC Joint M
- Manila, Philippines - i

Sy 4

Medical =
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Representative to the Philippines Michael Pei-yung Hsu (front, fourth right) helps kick off
the opening ceremony of the 2019 Taiwan-Philippines Industrial Collaboration Summit
and the 25" PCBC-CPBC Joint Meeting in Manila, along with Chairman of the Manila
Economic and Cultural Office Angelito Tan Banayo (front, fourth left) and Chairman of the
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry Sergio R. Ortiz-Luis Jr. (back, fourth left).
(October 30, 2019)
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Representative to Singapore Liang Kuo-hsin (third left), Singapore’s Senior Minister of
Culture, Community and Youth Sim Ann (fourth left), and other distinguished guests attend
the joint performance of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra and Taiwan’s Contemporary
Legend Theatre. (October 12, 2019)

Representative to Singapore Liang Kuo-hsin (second right) meets with director Chang Yi
(second left), artist Loretta Hui-shan Yang (third right), and curator Foo Tee Tuan (first
right) ahead of the “Filmmaker in Focus: Chang Yi” session at the Singapore Chinese Film
Festival. (April 21, 2019)
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Representative to Singapore Liang Kuo-hsin (third right) and Singapore Member of
Parliament Seah Kian-peng (second left) promote Taiwan agricultural products at the
opening ceremony of “Taste Taiwan.” (March 21, 2019)

The Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Thailand inaugurates its new office building.
(July 24, 2019)
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Participants pose for a photo at the “Taiwan Week” Thailand-Taiwan Excellence Gaming
Cup Finals. (September 21, 2019)

Representative to Vietnam Richard R. C. Shih (second left) and Representative Nguyén Anh
Diing (second right) of the Vietnam Economic and Cultural Office in Taipei give the thumbs
up after signing the Agreement on Mutual Recognition of Diplomas and Training Courses
between Taiwan and Vietnam. (December 20, 2019)
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Representative to Vietnam Richard R. C. Shih (second right) and Representative Nguyén Anh
Diing (second left) of the Vietnam Economic and Cultural Office in Taipei show the newly
signed bilateral investment agreement between Taiwan and Vietnam. (December 18, 2019)
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Representative to Vietnam Richard R. C. Shih (second right) holds the award presented
by Nguyén Nguyét Nga (third right), wife of the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Pham Binh Minh, after the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office in Vietnam ranked first in the 2018 International Food
Festival. (December 8, 2019)
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Ambassador of Israel to Vietnam Nadav Eshcar and his wife (first and second right) visit the
Taiwan booth managed by the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Vietnam, at the annual
charity bazaar held by the Hanoi International Women's Club. (November 17, 2019)

2018 Teen Diplomatic Envoys get into the spirit of their visit to Vietnam, donning traditional
Vietnamese Ao Dai. (January 25, 2019)
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Representative to Vietnam Richard R. C. Shih (center) joins in the applause at the opening
ceremony of the 2019 Taiwan Higher Education Fair hosted by Vietnam National University,
Hanoi. (March 30, 2019)
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Political Deputy Minister of Education Fan Sun-lu (center) and her delegation join educators
at the 20" Joint Conference of Overseas Taiwan School Chairmen, Principals, Presidents,
and Parents Associations held in Vietnam. (December 10, 2019)
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Deputy Minister of Overseas Community Affairs Kao Chien-chih (standing, center)
addresses the opening ceremony for the 20" Council of Taiwanese Chambers of Commerce
in Vietnam, 3™ Board Meeting, 2" General Meeting, and election of the President and
Managing Supervisor of the 21* Council, before meeting with the local Taiwanese
community. (September 18, 2019)
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Director General of the Taiwan Tourism Bureau Chou Yung-hui (second left) leads a
delegation to the 8" Taiwan-Vietnam Tourism Cooperation Conference in Vung Tau,
Vietnam. (October 18, 2019)
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Item 2 Taiwan’s relations with West Asian countries

1. Introduction

The West Asia region includes the Middle East, the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS), Ukraine, Georgia, and Mongolia, with a total of 29
countries plus the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). It covers an area of more
than 30 million square kilometers and has a population of more than 750 million.
There are 16 countries in the Middle East—Afghanistan, Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Israel,
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey,
United Arab Emirates, and Yemen—plus the PNA. The CIS nine member states
are Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia,

Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. Turkmenistan is an associate member.

Taiwan maintains substantive ties with 10 West Asian countries, namely,
Babhrain, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Mongolia, Oman, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
and United Arab Emirates, and Taiwan has a Representative Office or Office in
all the above-mentioned countries. Israel, Jordan, Mongolia, Oman, Russia, Saudi

Arabia, and Turkey also have Representative Offices in Taiwan.
II. Relations with individual countries

1. Relations with Bahrain

(1) Background: The Republic of China (Taiwan) established the Trade
Mission of the Republic of China in Manama, Bahrain on April 15, 1977.
It was renamed the Trade Mission of Taiwan to the Kingdom of Bahrain
on January 28, 2005, and later the Taipei Trade Office in the Kingdom of
Bahrain in July 2017.

(2) Economic and trade relations: In 2019, the bilateral trade volume between
Taiwan and Bahrain was US$269.99 million. Taiwan’s exports volume
to Bahrain amounted to US$38.38 million, and imports volume from
Bahrain came to US$231.6 million. Taiwan thus registered a trade deficit
of US$191.61 million with Bahrain. The main imports are copper scrap,
petroleum, and oils obtained from bituminous minerals, and the principle
exports are machinery and transportation products. Taiwan and Bahrain

signed the Agreement of Agricultural Technical Cooperation in February

A
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1987. Presently, Taiwan’s technical advisors assist Bahrain in improving
its agriculture and fishery techniques. In addition, Taiwan provides several
opportunities for Bahrainis to study in Taiwan every year to enhance
cooperation and exchanges in vocational training and research.

Bilateral cooperation: In April 2019, an 18-member delegation of the
Small and Medium Enterprise Administration from the Ministry of
Economic Affairs visited Bahrain to attend the Global Entrepreneurship
Congress. In September, the 2019 Middle East Trade and Investment
Arrangement Delegation comprising 30 manufacturers and 37 managers
from Taiwan visited Bahrain and held a trade fair at the Convention Centre
of the Gulf Hotel.

2. Relations with Israel

(1)

(@)

3

“

Background: Taiwan set up the Taipei Economic and Trade Office in Tel
Aviv on March 29, 1993. Israel established the Israel Economic and Trade
Office in Taipei in July of the same year. On September 11, 1995, the two
countries agreed to rename their offices: the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office in Tel Aviv and the Israel Economic and Cultural Office in Taipei.

Economic and trade relations: In 2019, the bilateral trade volume between
Taiwan and Israel was US$1.77 billion. Taiwan’s exports volume to Israel
was valued at US$782.52 million and imports volume from Israel totaled
US$990.92 million. Taiwan’s main exports to Israel were integrated
circuits, plastic materials, and wired communications equipment. Taiwan’s
imports from Israel include optical measuring instruments, integrated

circuits, and wafer fabrication equipment.

Cultural and educational exchanges: The Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office in Tel Aviv held an exhibition and seminar on the history of
Taiwan’s democratic movement with the Hebrew University of Jerusalem,

and presented a lecture on Taiwan with Tel Aviv University.
Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Legislators Chen Yi-ming and

Tung Hui-chen, Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je, Taiwan External Trade
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Development Council (TAITRA) Chairman James Chih-fang Huang,
and Deputy Minister of Health and Welfare Ho Chi-kung.

B. Visits from Israel were made by: Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, and
Social Services General Director Avigdor Kaplan; Meron Medzini,
professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem; Chief Executive
Officer of the Israel Innovation Authority Aharon Aharon; and Director
General of the Israel Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
Shlomo Ben Eliyahu.

3. Relations with Jordan

)

(@)

3

Background: The Republic of China (Taiwan) established diplomatic
relations with Jordan on August 12, 1957. On April 14, 1977, the
diplomatic relations were severed. On May 15 of the same year, Taiwan
set up the Far East Commercial Office in Amman. On April 16, 1992, it
was renamed the Commercial Office of the Republic of China (Taiwan),
and on April 7, 2018, it was renamed the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office. Jordan established the Jordanian Commercial Office on November
25,1977.

Economic and trade relations: In 2019, the bilateral trade volume between
Taiwan and Jordan was US$368.05 million. Taiwan’s exports volume
to Jordan came to US$302.06 million and imports volume from Jordan
amounted to US$65.98 million. Currently, six manufacturers from Taiwan
have factories in Jordan, including three for garment processing and
export, one for fabric repair, one for LED lighting products, and one for
information education equipment importation.

Business activities: Companies from Taiwan took part in a national pavilion
at Jordan’s International Machinery and Electro-mechanical Exhibition
2019. Taiwan’s Circular Economy Business Mission Delegation visited
Jordan. The Tourism Bureau promoted tourism exchanges, and TAITRA
conducted Pioneer Project to investigate the Jordanian market and prospects
for business opportunities. Jordan’s leading aquatic products companies and

retailers participated in the 2019 Taipei International Food Show.
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Cultural, educational, and sports exchanges and cooperation: Taiwan
offered six Huayu Enrichment and Taiwan scholarships to applicants
of Jordan, and the Jordanian government provided three scholarships
to Taiwan’s applicants for the Arabic language, Master’s and PhD
programs. Twenty-one Jordanian officials participated in training
courses organized by the International Center for Land Policy Studies
and Training and the International Cooperation and Development Fund
(TaiwanICDF) in Taiwan. A teacher was sent by the TaiwanICDF to
offer Mandarin Chinese language courses in traditional script. Taiwan’s
National Tackwondo Team went to Jordan to compete in the 10" Asian
Junior Tackwondo Championships. The Taiwan Men’s National Football
Team traveled to Jordan to participate in the 2022 FIFA World Cup
in Qatar & 2023 AFC Asian Cup Qualification round, and the Youth
Fencing Team took part in the 2019 Asian Junior and Cadet Fencing

Championships in Jordan.

Humanitarian assistance: Taiwan has worked with relevant Jordanian
authorities and charities to carry out projects assisting Syrian refugees and
vulnerable groups in Jordan, including running care programs for youth in
Syrian refugee camps, boosting student enrollment among underprivileged
Jordanian children, providing educational aids for disadvantaged children
in rural areas, and administering care programs for disabled people in
Jordan. The TaiwanICDF, Taiwan Fund for Children and Families, Taiwan
Root Medical Peace Corps, and Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi
Foundation were also involved in poverty alleviation, education, free
medical treatment, rural development, and infrastructure improvement

projects in Jordan.

4. Relations with Kuwait

)

Background: The Republic of China (Taiwan) established diplomatic
relations with Kuwait on November 21, 1963, but these were severed
on March 28, 1971. On April 23, 1986, the Commercial Office of the
Republic of China to the State of Kuwait was established, and on August
26, 1996, it was renamed the Taipei Commercial Representative Office
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in the State of Kuwait. Taiwan External Trade Development Council
(TAITRA) has run a Taiwan Trade Center in Kuwait City since 2012. In
addition, the Institute for Information Industry set up the Liaison Office
in the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) in 2015. The
Kuwait-Taiwan Friendship Group was jointly established by the Kuwaiti
business community and the Representative Office on December 30,
2019, to promote bilateral cooperation in the areas of economy, trade,
tourism, and culture. Senior Member of Parliament Saleh Ashour is the
Honorary Chairman, and business leader Dr. Mustafa Behbehani is the
President.

Economic and trade relations: In 2019, the bilateral trade volume
between Taiwan and Kuwait was US$4.46 billion. Taiwan’s exports
volume to Kuwait totaled US$156.51 million, and imports volume
from Kuwait was valued at US$4.3 billion. As for economic and
trade exchanges in 2019, a Taiwan Invention Association delegation
visited Kuwait to participate in the 11" International Invention Fair of
the Middle East; MOTC’s Tourism Bureau held the Taiwan Tourism
Roadshow in Kuwait for the first time; TAITRA organized the Taiwan
Halal Trade Mission to exhibit and sell halal food in Kuwait; the Kuwait
Tourist Industry Delegation visited Taiwan; and Fresh Fruits Company
of Kuwait visited Taiwan to participate in the 2019 Taiwan International
Food Show. In addition, ATE Energy International Company, a listed
energy company in Taiwan, undertook the Kuwait Liquefied Natural
Gas Import Cooling System Project in 2019, marking it the first time
an engineering company from Taiwan has taken part in a large-scale

construction project in Kuwait in recent years.

International participation: To promote Taiwan’s participation in the World
Health Assembly in 2019, the Representative Office cooperated with the
Kuwait Central Blood Bank and Kuwaiti social media celebrity Abdul
Kareem Al-Hendal to organize a blood drive and related activities with the
theme Health for All, Taiwan Can Help, which were viewed and liked by
more than 4 million Instagram users around the world.
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Technical cooperation: Director Feng Wen-sheng of the Computational
Intelligence Technology Center of the Industrial Technology Research
Institute was invited by the Kuwait Supreme Council for Planning
and Development (SCPD) to give a speech in Kuwait. The SCPD also
commissioned the Institute for Information Industry in Taiwan to assist the
Kuwaiti government in planning its ICT industry development blueprint,
and to aid Kuwait in developing innovative industries. The Institute for
Information Industry (IIT) took a group of science and technology experts
to Kuwait in October of 2019 for the KISR-III Symposium on Space
Technology, Internet of Things, and Cybersecurity, held jointly with the
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR). The group also held talks
with the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences and the
Arab Planning Institute to promote cooperation in financial security, the

establishment of healthcare databases, and SME innovation.

Cultural and educational relations: Kuwait University provides
scholarships every year to students of National Chengchi University
and National Taiwan University for the study of Arabic. In 2019, a
Kuwaiti student was for the first time awarded the Taiwan Scholarship
by the Ministry of Education to study for a master’s degree in business
management at Ming Chuan University. Humoud Al-Qashan, Dean of the
College of Social Science, Kuwait University, visited National Taiwan
University in April with Sahar Al- Ali, Director of the Kuwait University
Asian Studies Unit, and two graduate students. Representative to Kuwait
Mou Hua-wei gave a lecture on Taiwan and its culture to more than 100
teachers and students at College of Social Science, Kuwait University, in
early October 2019.

Sports exchanges: In 2019, Chen Shyh-kwei, Vice President of the
Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee, and Kuo Chung-hsing, Honorary
President of the Chinese Taipei Shooting Association, participated in
the Asian Shooting Confederation Executive Committee meeting in
Kuwait. President Kuo was elected Vice President of the Asian Shooting

Confederation.
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(7) Media publicity: On May 4, 2019, the Times Kuwait, a mainstream
English-language news weekly in Kuwait, published Minister of Health
and Welfare Chen Shih-Chung’s article Taiwan’s Advances in Digital
Healthcare, which appealed to the Kuwaiti people to support Taiwan’s
participation in the WHA. The Times Kuwait also published Building an
Inclusive United Nations with Taiwan on Board by Minister of Foreign
Affairs Jaushieh Joseph Wu on September 14, with a photo of Minister Wu
included. Kuwaiti social media celebrity Abdul Kareem Al-Hendal posted
a promotional video for Taiwan’s participation in the WHA and UN in
2019 on his Instagram account, attracting nearly 2.5 million viewers. The
Representative Office held a press conference to promote the importation
of custard apples from Taiwan to Kuwait.

(8) Mutual visits by dignitaries
A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Prospect Foundation Chairman
Mark Chen, Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee Vice President

Chen Shyh-kwei, and Chinese Taipei Shooting Association Honorary
President Kuo Chung-hsing.

B. Visits from Kuwait were made by: Bader Malallah, Director General
of the Arab Planning Institute; Dr. Hasan Ali Kamal, Member of
the Municipal Council of Kuwait and Chairman for the Capital
Governorate Committee; business leader Dr. Mustafa Behbehani;
Ahmad Al-Adwani, Manager of the General Department for
Criminal Adjudication, Kuwait Ministry of the Interior; and Ali Al-
Merri, Assistant Manager of the General Department of Sentences
Enforcement, Kuwait Ministry of the Interior.

5. Relations with Mongolia

(1) Background: Taiwan established the Taipei Trade and Economic
Representative Office in Ulaanbaatar on September 1, 2002, and Mongolia
established the Ulaanbaatar Trade and Economic Representative Office in

Taipei on February 17, 2003.
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Economic and trade relations: In 2019, the bilateral trade volume
between Taiwan and Mongolia was US$29.46 million. Taiwan’s
exports volume to Mongolia amounted to US$4.94 million and imports
volume from Mongolia came to US$24.52 million. The main export
products were mechanical equipment, consumer electronic products
and components, and precision inspection and medical equipment,
while the main imported products were copper and copper products,
and precious metals. The 18" Joint Meeting between the Chinese
International Economic Cooperation Association and the Mongolian
National Chambers of Commerce and Industry was held in Taiwan at the
end of March 2019, together with the Smart City Summit & Expo for
the first time. The Mongolian delegation numbered nearly 80 members,
setting a record high and helping promote economic and trade relations
between Taiwan and Mongolia. In September, a delegation representing
nine Taiwan companies participated in the Ulaanbaatar Partnership-2019
International Trade Fair in Mongolia. The Representative Office in
Ulaanbaatar promoted the relending facility of the Export-Import Bank
of the Republic of China and used multiple channels to promote high-
quality Taiwanese products and assisted with exchanges between Taiwan

and Mongolia enterprises.

Cultural and educational relations: Taiwan and Mongolia have signed a
memorandum on educational cooperation. The Taiwan government and
public and private universities offer a number of scholarships yearly for
Mongolian students to study for a degree or to study Mandarin Chinese
in Taiwan. In 2019, more than 1,600 Mongolian students studying in
Taiwan. The two sides had close educational exchanges in 2019. The main
activities included: Ming Chuan University and Mongolia Otgontenger
University co-organized the 9" Chinese Speech Contest and the 12"
Taiwan-Mongolia International Forum on Teaching Chinese as a Second
Foreign Language in mid-April. The two universities also co-hosted the 9"
Taiwan Film Festival and participated in the 26" International Education
Exhibition in Mongolia in mid-October. A working group delegation

from 15 universities in Taiwan and the Steering Committee for the Test of
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Proficiency-Huayu participated in the 11" Taiwan Education Exhibition
in Ulaanbaatar in mid-May. On the cultural front, the National Central
Library of Taiwan organized the Memories of the Mongol Empire and
Marks of Chinese Civilization exhibition with the National Library of
Mongolia in Ulaanbaatar in early September, and assisted the National
University of Mongolia in establishing the Taiwan Resource Center for
Chinese Studies.

Humanitarian assistance: The Representative Office actively assisted
NGOs in Taiwan in providing humanitarian assistance to Mongolia. In
2019, guide canes, water purification equipment, wheelchairs, medical
vehicles and other equipment were donated to people in rural areas.
The Representative Office also cooperated with the Mongolian National
Gerontology Center in mid-April to provide elderly care services. In
addition, the Mongolia Branch Office of the Taiwan Fund for Children
and Families has been assisting underprivileged children in Mongolia
for many years, providing daily living necessities, scholarships, and
vocational training. To date, it has helped more than 21,300 Mongolian
children, of which more than 8,000 have gotten out of poverty and become

self-reliant.

Medical cooperation: Medical cooperation between Taiwan and Mongolia
produced fruitful results in 2019. The Representative Office donated
surgical lamps, surgical instruments, and first aid kits to medical institutions
under the central government and local governments, and assisted in the
construction of rudimentary medical stations in the rural provinces of
Mongolia. The Representative Office also helped facilitate donations by
the Taiwan government and private organizations of medical equipment
such as beds, ultrasonic detectors, and clinical carts to Mongolia’s
National Cancer Center, the Ulaanbaatar Metropolitan Hospital, and other
provincial hospitals. National Taiwan University Hospital and Tri-Service
General Hospital dispatched physicians to major public hospitals in
Mongolia to provide clinical guidance, and together with Taipei Hospital
under the Ministry of Health and Welfare and Chang Gung Memorial

Hospital, trained more than 50 Mongolian specialists and nursing staff.
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The Taiwan Dental Association, Taiwan Anti-Tuberculosis Association,
Chang Gung Memorial Hospital, Noordhoff Craniofacial Foundation,
National Defense Medical Center Volunteer Group, Taiwan Root Medical
Peace Corps, and other medical or volunteer groups visited Mongolia
to provide free clinics or dental hygiene education, or hold professional

meetings and exchanges.

Technological cooperation: Under the Memorandum of Understanding
on Science and Technology Cooperation signed with the Foundation for
Science and Technology, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sciences
and Sports of Mongolia, Taiwan’s Ministry of Science and Technology
has so far sponsored more than 30 cooperative research projects. The
China Productivity Center of Taiwan and the Mongolian Productivity
Organization signed a memorandum in July 2019 to strengthen
productivity cooperation in and promote smart agriculture and smart
industry. The Representative Office also assisted the Environmental
Protection Administration, Executive Yuan, in donating a mercury
monitoring sampler to the Ministry of Nature, Environment and Tourism
of Mongolia under the framework of the Asia Pacific Mercury Monitoring
Network, part of the International Environmental Partnership between
Taiwan and the United States.

Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Fair Trade Commission Chairperson
Huang Mei-ying; Deputy Minister of Health and Welfare Su Li-chiung;
Director General of the National Central Library Tseng Shu-hsien;
Hsu Kui-hsiang, Director of the Mongolian & Tibetan Cultural Center,
Ministry of Culture; TAITRA Secretary General Yeh Ming-shui; and
Foundation on Asia-Pacific Peace Studies Chairman Hsu Hsin-liang.

B. Visits from Mongolia were made by: Baasankhuu Oktyabri, Member
of the State Great Khural of Mongolia; Lkhagva Byambasuren,
Chairperson of the Mongolian Authority for Fair Competition and
Consumer Protection; Erdenebat Gendendaram, Director of the
Department of Culture and Art, Ministry of Education, Culture,
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Sciences and Sports; and Sukhbaatar Tsedenjav, Secretary for Foreign

Relations and Cooperation of the Democratic Party of Mongolia.

6. Relations with Oman

)

(@)

3)

Background: The Republic of China (Taiwan) set up the Trade Mission
of the Republic of China, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman, on January 11,
1977, which came into operation on March 31, 1977. The Trade Mission
was renamed the Representative Office, Far East Trade Service, Muscat,
Sultanate of Oman, on September 6, 1979, and the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Office, Muscat, Oman, on July 1, 1991. Oman established the
Commercial Office of the Sultanate of Oman-Taiwan in Taipei on October
1, 1991.

Economic and trade relations: In 2019, the bilateral trade volume between
Taiwan and Oman was US$1.53 billion. Taiwan’s exports volume to
Oman totaled US$132.51 million and imports volume from Oman was
valued at US$1.4 billion. Chung Chia-fu, general manager of the Overseas
Investment & Development Corp., and three company representatives
met with the National Bank of Oman and Said Al-Shahry & Partners on
February 9 to consult on legal issues regarding foreign investment and
financing in Oman. The Taiwan Healthcare Marketing Delegation to
the Middle East, organized by TAITRA, visited Oman on November 4.
The delegation participated in business meetings and visited the Oman
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Apollo Hospital, and Starcare
Hospital and Medical Association to promote Taiwan’s smart hospital

system and cooperation between hospitals in Taiwan and Oman.

Sports exchanges: The 2019 International Table Tennis Federation
Challenge Plus, Oman Open was held in Muscat on March 20. The
Taiwanese team took first place in the men’s singles, men’s doubles and
mixed doubles, and second place in the women’s singles. The 2019 ITTF
World Junior Circuit Premium was held in Oman on October 21, with
the Taiwanese team winning nine golds, three silvers, and three bronzes.
Taiwan’s national field hockey team participated in the Junior AHF Cup
2019 in Oman on December 10.
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Background: Taiwan established the Taipei-Moscow Economic and
Cultural Coordination Commission in Moscow on July 12, 1993.
Russia set up the Representative Office in Taipei for the Moscow-Taipei
Economic and Cultural Coordination Commission in Taipei on December
15, 1996.

Economic and trade relations: In 2019, the bilateral trade volume
between Taiwan and Russia was US$4.26 billion. Taiwan’s exports
volume to Russia came to US$1.12 billion, while imports volume from
Russia amounted to US$3.14 billion. In 2019, 18 Taiwan industrial and
commercial groups representing 174 manufacturers and comprising
397 people visited Russia to take part in exhibitions and expand their
business in the country. More than 400 Russian companies visited Taiwan
to purchase or seek investment and cooperation opportunities. In 2019,
Taiwan organized its first ever promotion activities in Russia for high-

quality agricultural and fishery products.

Cultural and educational relations: The Ministry of Labor led a delegation
to Kazan to compete in the 2019 World Skills Competition, taking fourth
place. Works from the collection of the National Taiwan Museum of
Fine Arts were exhibited in four Russian cities. B. Dance, Legend Lin
Dance Theatre, and Cloud Gate Dance Theater also toured in Russia. The
Ministry of Education selected 14 teachers to teach Mandarin Chinese at
eight key Russian universities and colleges and continued to promote a

Chinese-Russian language exchange scholarship program.

Technological relations: The Ministry of Science and Technology has
long co-funded 73 long-term bilateral research projects with the Russian
Foundation for Basic Research, Russian Science Foundation, Siberian
Division of the Russian Academy of Sciences and Far Eastern Branch
of the Russian Academy of Sciences. The Industry Liaison Office of
National Taiwan University and Skolkovo Innovation Center signed a
memorandum of cooperation. The 2019 Russian Science Foundation and
Ministry of Science and Technology Bilateral Annual Meeting was held in
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Taipei. For the first time, Taiwan held the Project to Link Global Scientific
Research Networks — Taiwan-Russia Scientific Research Cooperation
and Talent Recruitment Seminar to promote bilateral cooperation in

scientific research.

(5) Media publicity: Editors and journalists from Russia’s Nezavisimaya
Gazeta, Kommersant, and Lenta.ru visited Taiwan at the invitation of the

government.
(6) Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Minister of Labor Hsu Ming-chun;
TAITRA Chairman James Chih-fang Huang; Hsu Kui-hsiang, Director
of the Mongolian & Tibetan Cultural Center, Ministry of Culture;
Superintendent of the Tri-Service General Hospital Tsai Chien-sung;
and Su Fong-chin, Executive Vice President of National Cheng Kung

University and former Deputy Minister of Science and Technology.

B. Visits from Russia were made by: Deputy Governor of Tomsk Andrey
Antonov; Russian Science Foundation Vice President Andrei Blinov;
Senior Vice President for External Communications and Advertising of
the Skolkovo Innovation Center Alexander Chernov; ITMO University
Rector Vladimir Vasilyev; and President of the International Society
for Trace Element Research in Humans Anatoly Skalny.

8. Relations with Saudi Arabia

(1) Background: The Republic of China established diplomatic relations with
Saudi Arabia on November 15, 1946. On July 22, 1990, the diplomatic
relations were severed. The Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
Office in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Jeddah
Office were established on February 13, 1991 and both offices began
operation on the same day. Saudi Arabia set up the Saudi Arabian Trade
Office in Taiwan on October 14, 1992. The Jeddah Office was merged into
the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia on July 28, 2017.
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Economic and trade relations: In 2019, the bilateral trade volume between
Taiwan and Saudi Arabia amounted to US$8.64 billion. Taiwan’s exports
volume to Saudi Arabia totaled US$914.73 million, and imports volume
from Saudi Arabia reached US$7.73 billion. Saudi Arabia is Taiwan’s 13"-
largest trading partner and largest supplier of crude oil. In 2019, Saudi
Arabian companies came to Taiwan to participate in business events such
as COMPUTEX, Taiwan Innotech Expo, the 22" Taipei International
Furniture Show, and the 2019 West Asia Business Day (Middle East,
Central Asia, and Turkey).

Cultural and educational relations: Saudi Arabia continued to send staff to
participate in academic, cultural, and sports activities held in Taiwan. In
addition, a Hajj delegation of the Chinese Muslim Association of Taiwan
visited the Islamic holy city of Mecca for pilgrimage rites and engaged in

cultural exchange events in August 2019.

Visits from Taiwan were made by: Legislators Wu Kuen-yuh, Yu Mei-nu,
and Chen Man-li; and TAITRA Chairman James Chih-fang Huang.

9. Relations with Turkey

)

(@)

Background: Taiwan established the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
in Ankara, Turkey, on August 21, 1989, which was renamed the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Mission in Ankara on November 16, 1993. Turkey
established the Turkish Trade Mission in Taipei on November 12, 1993,
and changed its name to the Turkish Trade Office in Taipei in early 1994.
In March 2019, Representative Yaser Tai-hsiang Cheng of the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Mission in Ankara and Representative Murat
Baklaci of the Turkish Trade Office in Taipei signed two Taiwan-Turkey

MOUs, one on police cooperation and the other on audit cooperation.
Economic and Trade Relations:

A. In 2019, the bilateral trade volume between Taiwan and Turkey was
US$1.36 billion. Taiwan’s exports volume to Turkey came to US$1.02
billion, and imports from Turkey reached US$336.51 million. Exports
were mainly precision machinery and instruments, while imports were

primarily raw materials and processed products.
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B. Economic and trade activities: Zuhtu Bakir, Secretary General of
the Turkish Machinery Federation, visited Taiwan in March to sign
an MOU with the Taiwan Association of Machinery Industry and
attend the 2019 Taipei International Machine Tool Show. The New
Taipei City Industrial Association signed MOUs with the Foreign
Economic Relations Board of Turkey and the Istanbul Chamber of
Commerce in June, and held a number of bilateral trade talks. The
Importers and Exporters Association of Taipei signed an MOU with
the Ankara Trade Chamber in September and held a number of trade
talks. The Representative Office and the Istanbul Taiwan Trade Center
organized a Turkey-Taiwan Business Day in November, featuring
three professional forums on smart machinery, digital healthcare, and
green energy, as well as one-on-one purchasing meetings. A total of 21
Taiwan companies went to Turkey to expand business opportunities
during the event, approximately 300 people and 172 Turkish companies
in attendance.

(3) Cultural and educational relations: Each of the two governments offers
scholarships to students from the other country. Taiwan offers Turkish
students Huayu Enrichment and Taiwan Scholarships to study Mandarin
Chinese or pursue advanced studies in Taiwan. The Turkish government
provides scholarships to Taiwanese students for advanced studies in
Turkey. Higher education institutions in Taiwan and Turkey have signed a
number of academic cooperation MOUs and agreements on the exchange
of professors and scholarships for exchange students. Twelve higher
education institutions, including National Taiwan University, have signed
cooperation agreements with 14 Turkish higher education institutions,
including the University of Ankara. Hacettepe Technopolis and the
Hsinchu Science Park signed an MOU on scientific and technological
cooperation. In June, the Scientific & Technological Research Council of
Turkey (TUBITAK) invited a 10-member delegation from the National
Applied Research Laboratories, Academia Sinica, Industrial Technology
Research Institute, and National Chiao Tung University to attend the

1* Taiwan-Turkey Technology Industry Seminar in Turkey. That same
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month, Academia Sinica and the National Applied Research Laboratories
signed separate MOUs with TUBITAK on research and development
cooperation between the two countries. Su Hui-chen, President of National
Cheng Kung University, led a 13-member delegation to Turkey in July
for working meetings with the Turkish Council of Higher Education
and TUBITAK, and to discuss academic cooperation with six Turkish
universities. In October 2019, Kaohsiung Veterans General Hospital
signed an MOU with Hacettepe University.

Humanitarian assistance cooperation: In June 2019, the Representative
Office and the Turkish Middle East Foundation jointly held the
International Forum on Reconstructing Syria: Perspectives of Taiwan,
Turkey and Syria, highlighting Taiwan’s contributions to international
humanitarian assistance. In September, the Representative Office, Turkish
parliamentarians, and local politicians co-hosted the groundbreaking
ceremony for the Syrian Refugee Vocational Training Center that would be
built by Taiwan. In October, Taiwan donated 50 computers made in Taiwan
to local elementary and secondary schools in Turkey. In November, the
Representative Office, the Taiwan Alliance for Architectural Modernity,
and architecture institutes in Germany and Portugal organized the Taiwan
Prize — Architecture for People, attracting teams from 25 countries to

participate in the competition.
Mutual visits by dignitaries

A. Visits from Taiwan were made by: Legislators Wu Kuen-yuh, Yu Mei-
nu, Chen Man-li, Chen Yi-ming, and Tung Hui-chen; Deputy Auditor
General of the National Audit Office Wang Li-jen; and New Taipei City
Deputy Mayor Chen Chwen-jing.

B. Visits from Turkey were made by: Members of Parliament Ali Ozkaya,
Serkan Bayram, Orhan Kircali, and Zeynep Yildiz; and Mayor of
Reyhanli Mehmet Hacioglu.

10. Relations with the United Arab Emirates

(1)

Background: The Republic of China (Taiwan) recognized the United Arab
Emirates on December 2, 1971. The Honorary Consulate of the Republic
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of China in Dubai, UAE, was established in May 1979. The Consulate
was renamed the Honorary Consulate-General of the Republic of China
in Dubai, UAE in July 1980, and Commercial Office of the Republic of
China in Dubai, United Arab Emirates in May 1988, and most recently the
Commercial Office of Taipei, Dubai, UAE in May 2017.

Economic and trade relations: In 2019, the bilateral trade volume between
Taiwan and the UAE was US$6.1 billion. Taiwan’s exports volume to
the UAE amounted to US$1.51 billion, while imports volume from the
UAE totaled US$4.59 billion. Dubai is an important hub for conventions
and exhibitions in the Persian Gulf Region, attracting over one thousand
Taiwanese companies to participate in events every year.

Academic exchanges: In 2019, four students from Taiwan were studying
at the United Arab Emirates University, New York University Abu Dhabi,
and the Emirates Academy of Hospitality Management.

Cultural and public diplomacy: Sharjah Heritage Days 2019 was held at
Sharjah Heart from April 13 to 20, 2019, with the Mei-Chiang Folk Dance

Troupe from Taiwan performing by invitation.
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Members of the MOEA’s Small and Medium Enterprise Administration delegation attend the
Global Entrepreneurship Congress in Bahrain. (April 14, 2019)
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Members of TAITRA’s 2019 Taiwan Investment and Trade Mission to the Kingdom of
Bahrain pose at the mission’s trade fair in the International Conference Center of the Gulf

Hotel in Bahrain. (September 18, 2019)
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Representative to Israel Chang Kuo-boug (center) visits the Jerusalem Chamber of
Commerce to introduce business opportunities in Taiwan, and is welcomed by Member of
the Knesset Osna Hila Mark (left) and President of the Chamber of Commerce Dror Atari
(right). (June 17, 2019)

(fourth left), and former Israeli representatives to Taiwan Simona Halperin (second right),
and Asher Yarden (first left) celebrate ROC National Day together. (October 7, 2019)
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Representative to Jordan Ismail Mae (second left) inspects the site of the TaiwanICDF’s
Improvement of Solid Waste Management for Host Communities and Syrian Refugees in
Azraq Town Project. (March 18, 2019)

Representative to Jordan Ismail Mae (center) attends the launch ceremony for the
TaiwanICDF’s Rainwater Catchment Systems for Schools and Community Centers in Jordan
Project. (April 22, 2019)

- 157 -



The Foreign Relations Yearbook 2019, Republic of China (Taiwan)

> ST LD s A=

Prospect Foundation Chairman Mark Chen (second left) visits Kuwait and meets with
experts and scholars from the Arab Planning Institute. (November 12, 2019)

-l s

Representative to Kuwait Mou Hua-wei (third right) has a photo taken with Sheikh Duaij
Al-Sabah (fourth right) and Kuwait-Taiwan Friendship Group President Mustafa Behbehani
(fourth left) in celebration of the group’s founding. (December 30, 2019)
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YNAAHBAATAP XOT AAXb TABAHE! XYLAN
NUIH 3ACTUWAH TeneeneriinH ra3PAAC OIrox
BYW TAPTIHLIIP XYNII3K ABAX APTA X3MKI3

XOPKIARH GIPXWASINTIH XIHAA
XOTKIWAH EPBHXHA TASAP

Representative to Mongolia Huang Kuo-jung (right) presides over a ceremony marking
the donation of wheelchairs to the General Office for the Development of the Disabled in
Mongolia. (February 12, 2019)

Director General of the National Central Library Tseng Shu-hsien (center) and Counselor
Yan Chu-lian (second right) host the opening ceremony of the Taiwan Resource Center for
Chinese Studies at the National University of Mongolia. (September 10, 2019)
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Legislators Wu Kuen-yuh (third left), Chen Man-li (third right), and Yu Mei-nu (second
right) visit Oman. (September 10, 2019)

Taiwan Healthcare Industry Seminar
EEEEEETRAYE
Muscat, Oman

7t" Nov, 2019
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TAITRA’s Taiwan Healthcare Marketing Delegation to the Middle East and other
participants mark the opening of the Taiwan Healthcare Industry Seminar in Oman,
organized by the delegation. (November 7, 2019)
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Representative to Russia Keng Chung-yung (right) addresses at the reception celebrating the
108" National Day of the Republic of China (Taiwan). (October 9, 2019)

Representative to Russia Keng Chung-yung (center) welcomes participants to the opening
ceremony of the Taiwan Agricultural and Fishery Products Promotion Event. (August 22, 2019)
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TAITRA Chairman James Chih-fang Huang (left) visits Prince Al Waleed Bin Talal Al Saud
of Saudi Arabia at the headquarters of the Kingdom Holding Company. (December 4, 2019)

L : Bins
Representative to Turkey Yaser Tai-hsiang Cheng (10" left), Turkish parliamentarians, and
local politicians co-host the groundbreaking ceremony of the Syrian Refugee Vocational
Training Center to be built by Taiwan. (September 19, 2019)
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Representative to Turkey Yaser Tai-hsiang Cheng (third right) has a photo taken with
TAITRA Secretary General Yeh Ming-shui (third left) and Member of the Turkish Parliament
Mustafa Elitas (fourth left) at Turkey-Taiwan Business Day. (November 11, 2019)
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Jerry S. K. Yang (third right), Director General of the Commercial Office of Taipei, Dubai,
UAE, visits the i-Auto team from Taiwan participating in the Dubai World Self-Driving
Transport Challenge at the Dubai World Trade Center. (October 15, 2019)
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Item 3 Taiwan’s relations with African countries

1. Introduction

There are 54 countries in Africa. Taiwan has official diplomatic relations with
the Kingdom of Eswatini. Taiwan and Eswatini have an embassy in the other’s

country, and Eswatini has appointed an honorary consul in Taipei.

As for African countries with which Taiwan currently has no formal diplomatic
relations, Taiwan has representative offices in South Africa and Nigeria. In addition
to the representative office in South Africa’s capital Pretoria, Taiwan also has an
office in Cape Town. Moreover, the Taiwan External Trade Development Council
(TAITRA) has established Taiwan Trade Centers in Algeria, Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria,
and South Africa to promote economic and trade relations with African countries.
South Africa and Nigeria have offices in Taiwan to handle substantive relations

with Taiwan.
I1I. Relations with individual countries

1. Relations with the Kingdom of