Report by Lin Chia-lung, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the ROC
(Taiwan), at the Foreign and National Defense Committee of the
Legislative Yuan on October 16, 2025

Honorable Chairperson, members of the Legislative Yuan, ladies and

gentlemen: Good morning!

| would like to thank the committee for inviting me to present this report. |
also want to express my gratitude to the Legislative Yuan and the
committee members for supporting and promoting our foreign policy and
for continuing to advance parliamentary diplomacy. Your assistance is

greatly appreciated.

After implementing the policy of integrated diplomacy for over a year, we
have achieved much new progress and concrete outcomes. Our success is
the result of concerted efforts by the Taiwanese people, President Lai
Ching-te, the Legislative Yuan, the Executive Yuan, relevant government
agencies, and my colleagues at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA).
They embody the spirit of every ministry being a foreign ministry and

every citizen a diplomat.

This report covers the international situation confronting Taiwan,
important progress and concrete achievements of integrated diplomacy,
and the planned increase in next year’s MOFA budget. Support, feedback,
and suggestions from the Legislative Yuan and all of you will be greatly

appreciated.

1. International challenges facing Taiwan

In the current international landscape, we are confronted with increasingly
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formidable uncertainties and compound threats, as well as heightened gray-
zone activities by China and other authoritarian regimes. These
developments pose severe challenges to Taiwan’s diplomatic situation,

including the following key problems:

Accelerated convergence and expansion of global axis of
authoritarianism; China uses its three 80th anniversaries to escalate
united front and lawfare activities against Taiwan

The China-led axis of authoritarianism is reinforcing its alliances and
affiliations to infiltrate and undermine democratic societies with the goal
of challenging the rules-based international order. For example, China
invited leaders of Russia, North Korea, Iran, and other regimes to attend
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit and the Victory Day
Military Parade in September, turning the events into a showcase for
totalitarianism. China used three 80th anniversary celebrations—uvictory in
the War of Resistance Against Japan, the founding of the United Nations,
and Taiwan’s retrocession—to launch an intense united front propaganda
campaign against Taiwan. It has distorted historical facts and fabricated

narratives to deny Taiwan’s sovereignty.

New US economic, trade, and tariff policies bring more changes and
uncertainty

US President Donald Trump’s new America First economic, trade, and
tariff policies have brought additional shifts to the global economic and
trading landscape and created uncertainty in the restructuring of global
supply chains. In response to the Trump administration’s new approach,
Taiwan has continued to expand opportunities for cooperation. On the one
hand, Taiwan must address the new international economic order and tariff

regime under the second Trump presidency. On the other hand, the Trump
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administration has maintained support for Taiwan, stressing on multiple
occasions the importance of upholding cross-strait peace. Moreover, it has
recognized Taiwan as a leading, indispensable, and key partner in
revitalizing US manufacturing and protecting its position in artificial

intelligence (Al).

Increasingly volatile geopolitical situation

Strategic competition between the United States and China has further
intensified. Despite a temporary ceasefire in the Middle East, geopolitical
conflict continues to simmer around the world. Examples include the
ongoing stalemate in the Russia-Ukraine war, escalating sovereignty
disputes in the South China Sea, India-Pakistan confrontations in South
Asia, and further tensions and rivalry between the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) and Russia. A single disruption can send ripples
through the international community, impacting Taiwan’s security,
economy, and diplomacy. Extreme weather events have also created more
disasters. Countries everywhere are confronted by daunting challenges that
test national infrastructure, jeopardize food security, and impact
communicable disease control, putting economies and public health

systems under tremendous strain.

China remains greatest external threat to Taiwan

China has further amplified military threats, diplomatic suppression, and
economic coercion against Taiwan. It relentlessly intimidates Taiwan with
hybrid tactics including gray-zone harassment, psychological warfare,
public opinion warfare, and lawfare. At international events, China
continues to distort United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Resolution
2758, conflating it with the so-called “one China principle.” Its aim is to
create the false impression that Taiwan is part of the People’s Republic of

3



China, using this as justification for provoking Taiwan militarily and

blocking its international participation.

2. Important progress and concrete achievements of integrated
diplomacy

Since taking office, | have worked with my colleagues to overcome these

challenges by promoting various projects and initiatives under the

integrated diplomacy approach, which have steadily yielded results. Let me

outline the main accomplishments.

2.1. Values-based diplomacy

Double-12 integrated diplomacy initiative opens a new chapter in
Taiwan’s foreign affairs strategy: Beside Taiwan’s 12 diplomatic allies,
we have broadened our geostrategic outlook to include 12 other countries
that are key to Taiwan’s security. They are the Group of Seven (G7)—the
United States, Japan, Canada, the United Kingdom, France, Germany, and
Italy; the Republic of Korea (ROK) and the Philippines in the Indo-Pacific
first island chain; and Australia, New Zealand, and India. The strategy
highlights our determination to expand Taiwan’s international diplomatic

space.

From values-based to value-added diplomacy: Taiwan is a force for
good in the international community. Many countries identify with Taiwan
because of our values and ideals. In addition, when working with
diplomatic allies and democratic partners, we contribute our strengths in
semiconductors, Al, and other spheres to jointly build a more democratic

and prosperous future, adding value to the world.

Friends in international community take concrete action in support of
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Taiwan: Since President Lai took office, MOFA has received more than
5,400 foreign dignitaries from over 100 countries in 600 delegations. They
all spoke highly of Taiwan’s democracy, freedom, human rights, and other

values and helped Taiwan expand its international presence.

2.2. Alliance-based diplomacy

G7, European Union, NATO, and other key democratic partners
continue to publicly reaffirm importance of peace and stability across
Taiwan Strait: The international community has also expressed grave
concern over China’s military provocation of Taiwan and opposed
unilateral attempts to change the status quo by force or coercion. This

demonstrates the growing global focus on cross-strait peace and stability.

United States maintains support to strengthen Taiwan’s national
defense capabilities: Taiwan and the United States continue to cooperate
closely on security-related issues. The United States has long assisted
Taiwan in bolstering its defenses and remains committed to doing so. The
US Congress has further passed legislation and authorized funding to
reinforce the security of Taiwan and the Indo-Pacific. Speaking at the
Shangri-La Dialogue in May, US Secretary of War Pete Hegseth said that
any attempt by Communist China to conquer Taiwan by force would result
in devastating consequences for the Indo-Pacific and the world. He added
that the US goal was to prevent war, make the costs too high, and make

peace the only option.

Naval vessels from numerous countries transit Taiwan Strait: The
United States, Japan, the United Kingdom, France, Germany, the
Netherlands, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand dispatched naval vessels
this year on a total of 12 missions to uphold freedom of navigation through
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the strait. The maneuvers highlighted that cross-strait peace and stability

are not only a security issue for Taiwan but a matter of global concern.

2.3. Economic diplomacy

Executive Yuan economic diplomacy task force: With the support of the
Executive Yuan, this mechanism consolidates resources and policies
across government agencies and promotes projects in a thematic way
through a strategic task force. Plans include the Taiwan-Paraguay Smart
Technology Park, a comprehensive program to deepen the partnership
between Taiwan and the Philippines, and an updated Central and Eastern
Europe resilience initiative. A Taiwan-Philippines economic cooperation
task force, a Taiwan-US communications platform, and a Taiwan-Japan

task force have also been established under the Executive Yuan’s task force.

Promoting eight flagship initiatives under Diplomatic Allies
Prosperity Project: MOFA continues to assist diplomatic allies and like-
minded countries with economic development while helping Taiwanese
enterprises expand their global presence and enter international markets.
For example, we have established the Taiwan-Paraguay Smart Technology
Park in Paraguay, promoted sustainable tourism and enhanced digital
infrastructure in Palau, and are developing the Taiwan Industrial
Innovation Park in Eswatini. In addition, MOFA and the Department of
Environment jointly set up a carbon credit task force to visit Saint

Christopher and Nevis for the third Global Sustainable Islands Summit.

Personally leading investment fact-finding missions to Europe, United
States, Philippines, and other countries: | led a drone industry delegation
to Europe last November organized by the Taiwan External Trade
Development Council. The group explored business opportunities with
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European suppliers, built industry links between the two sides, and

strengthened democratic drone supply chains.

This May, | led an industry delegation to the US state of Texas to attend
the Texas-Taiwan Al and Innovation Summit. The visit expanded and
advanced two-way investment between Taiwan and the United States
through public-private partnerships. We also saw the strength of Taiwan-
US cooperation in Al, semiconductors, robotics, and the energy industry.
This implemented the vision of forming a Taiwan-US combined fleet to

promote mutual prosperity.

To advance cooperation on the Taiwan-Philippines Economic Corridor and
enact the spirit of the Taiwan-US Economic Prosperity Partnership
Dialogue, a Taiwanese investment fact-finding mission visited the
Philippines in August. The delegation engaged in exchanges, developed
partnerships, and established links in new energy, smart agriculture, and
semiconductors. The trip confirmed that the Taiwan-Philippines Economic
Corridor project aligns with the Philippines-US-Japan Luzon Economic

Corridor.

Utilizing capacities of International Cooperation and Development
Fund (TaiwanlCDF) and CIECA: In conjunction with CIECA, MOFA
invited over 100 enterprises to join six economic and cooperation fact-
finding delegations to allies and friendly nations in the Americas, Africa,
and Europe to gain an understanding of local investment environments.
MOFA hosted 10 bilateral meetings with eight countries. Investment
briefings and seminars were attended by more than 300 business leaders.
In collaboration with TaiwanlCDF, MOFA advanced initiatives under the

Diplomatic Allies Prosperity Project through technical cooperation,
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investment financing, humanitarian aid, educational training, and other
such means. Among related achievements, 283 scholarship students from
37 countries undertook studies in Taiwan, and 630 trainees from 68

countries took part in exchange workshops.

2.4. Maintaining stable relations with Taiwan’s 12 diplomatic allies
by consolidating ties and creating prosperity
Mutual visits by high-ranking officials demonstrate the strength of
diplomatic bonds: Over the past year or more, leaders from 10 allies have
visited Taiwan. They were President Surangel Whipps, Jr. of Palau;
President Hilda Heine of the Marshall Islands; Prime Minister Feleti Teo
of Tuvalu; King Mswati Il of Eswatini; President Santiago Pefia of
Paraguay; President Bernardo Arévalo of Guatemala; Prime Minister John
Bricerio of Belize; Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves of Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines; Prime Minister Philip Pierre of Saint Lucia; and Prime
Minister Terrance Drew of Saint Christopher and Nevis. Other senior
officials from allied nations made frequent trips to Taiwan. Last November,
President Lai visited three Pacific allies under the theme “Smart and
Sustainable Development for a Prosperous Austronesian Region.” In April
and May this year, former Vice President Chen Chien-jen led delegations
to the Holy See as special envoy to attend the funeral of Pope Francis and
the inauguration of Pope Leo XIV, respectively. Since taking office last

May, | have visited 11 of our allies.

Continuing to advance cooperation projects in spirit of promoting
prosperity: Taiwan has signed cooperation agreements in various fields
with allies that have demonstrated the progress and achievements of the
Diplomatic Allies Prosperity Project. Taiwan signed a letter of intent on

semiconductor cooperation with Guatemala, agreements on technical and
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diplomatic staff training cooperation with Palau, a letter of intent on sports
exchange and cooperation and the Memorandum of Understanding on the
ROC (Taiwan)-RMI Presidents’ Scholarship with the Marshall Islands,
and an MOU between Taiwan and Eswatini on countering information
manipulation and protecting information integrity. On July 30, Taiwan
announced that it would open its market to imports of frozen white shrimp
and other products from Belize. It also developed semiconductor training
programs with Paraguay and Guatemala and promoted tourism cooperation
with Eswatini. These initiatives further enhanced bilateral exchanges and

strengthened talent development in key industries.

2.5. Deepening relations with like-minded countries

Taiwan-US partnership produces mutual benefits and coprosperity:
Through joint statements, the US administration continues to resolutely
uphold cross-strait security and stress that its long-standing commitments
to Taiwan and other allies and partners remain unchanged. In April, in
response to a media question about remarks made by US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, the White House press secretary said that President Trump
emphasized the importance of maintaining peace across the Taiwan Strait

and encouraged peaceful resolution of cross-strait issues.

The US Congress continues to support Taiwan through concrete actions.
Senators and representatives from both sides of the aisle have traveled to
Taiwan. Visitors included House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman
Michael McCaul last May as well as Senate Armed Services Committee
Chairman Roger Wicker and Senate Strategic Forces Subcommittee Chair
Deb Fischer this August. The new Congress has already put forward
around 60 bills, motions, and resolutions that are favorable to Taiwan,

demonstrating the momentum of support for Taiwan in the US legislature.
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Since President Lai took office, the governors of six US states—Texas,
Idaho, Oklahoma, Arizona, Alaska, and Wyoming—have led delegations
to Taiwan. Governor of Guam Lourdes Leon Guerrero and her husband led

a delegation to Taiwan in May.

While addressing President Trump’s new economic, trade, and tariff
policies, Taiwan continues to create mutual benefits and coprosperity with
the United States in such spheres as high tech, energy cooperation,
agriculture, and food security. In September, MOFA helped organize
Taiwan’s agricultural trade goodwill mission to the United States, further
demonstrating the complementary and mutually beneficial economic and

trade ties between the two countries.

Close and cordial Taiwan-Japan relations: The Japanese government
has continued to stress the importance of maintaining peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait through joint statements issued after the Japan-US
summit, the Japan-US-ROK foreign ministers’ meeting, the Japan-NATO
bilateral meeting, and the Japan-UK defense ministers’ meeting. The
pronouncements demonstrate Japan’s firm support for cross-strait peace

and stability and Taiwan’s international participation.

Over the past year, a number of Japanese lawmakers have visited Taiwan,
including Representative Yoshihiko Noda, who is a former prime minister;
Councillor Sohei Kamiya, leader of the Sanseitd party; Representative
Yuichiro Tamaki; Representative Sanae Takaichi, former Minister of State
for Economic Security; Representative Takayuki Kobayashi, former
Minister in Charge of Economic Security; a delegation led by
Representative Satoshi Asano, Director of the Youth Division of the
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Democratic Party for the People; and Representative Tsuyoshi Hoshino,
Director of the Foreign Affairs Division of the Liberal Democratic Party’s
Policy Research Council. They exchanged a broad range of views with
Taiwan’s officials on issues of economic security, regional developments,
disaster resilience, energy policies, and other aspects of bilateral
cooperation. The visits highlighted the results of Taiwan-Japan
parliamentary diplomacy. Councillor Hirofumi Takinami, State Minister
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, also made a private trip to Taiwan
in September, marking the first visit by an incumbent Japanese official
since 2017.

In February, Mrs. Akie Abe, widow of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
attended the HFX Taipei Forum. In August, the 87th Council Meeting and
53rd General Assembly of the Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union were
held in Taiwan. These events continued to advance the Taiwan-Japan

friendship.

We would like to again congratulate Representative Takaichi on her
election as President of Japan’s LDP. In keeping with the spirit of
integrated diplomacy, we look forward to further deepening

comprehensive and substantive cooperation with the LDP.

Steadily deepening Taiwan-Europe ties: Leaders and prominent political
figures from European countries have made public remarks and issued joint
statements underlining the importance of maintaining peace and stability
in the Indo-Pacific and across the Taiwan Strait for the security and
prosperity of the international community. UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer; French President Emmanuel Macron; Finnish President

Alexander Stubb; European Council President Anténio Costa; European
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Commission President Ursula von der Leyen; NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte; the UK secretary of state for foreign, commonwealth and
development affairs and the secretary of state for defense; the German
federal minister for foreign affairs; and the Swedish minister for defense
have all taken concrete actions to demonstrate their firm stance of support

for cross-strait peace and stability.

Visits to Europe by former President Tsai Ing-wen and former Vice
President Chen Chien-jen continued to strengthen democratic links
between Taiwan and Europe and bolster the resilience of democratic values.
Last month, | led a delegation to the Czech Republic, Italy, Austria, and
Poland and visited the Embassy of the Republic of China (Taiwan) to the
Holy See. The trip promoted the Taiwan Culture in Europe 2025 initiative,

marking a new chapter in cultural diplomacy.

Substantive cooperation between Taiwan and Europe is close. In June,
Taiwan and the United Kingdom signed subagreements under the Taiwan-
UK Enhanced Trade Partnership arrangement to cooperate on the three
pillars of investment, digital trade, and energy and net-zero. MOFA also
continues to assist Ukraine with humanitarian aid and relief projects
through the second phase of an MOU between Taiwan and the Czech
Republic on rebuilding infrastructure, an MOU on reconstructing the
UNBROKEN National Rehabilitation Center in Lviv, and other

partnership mechanisms and programs.

Advancing New Southbound Policy: The ongoing NSP Elite Study
Program promotes talent development and exchanges, offering young
people from NSP partner countries opportunities to study medicine,

semiconductors, smart agriculture, climate change governance, and other
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subjects in which Taiwan excels.

Since taking office, | have actively advanced Taiwan-Philippines relations.
With the support of President Lai and the Executive Yuan, we established
the Executive Yuan economic diplomacy task force and the Taiwan-
Philippines task force. These structures integrate resources across
government agencies and enhance cooperation and links between our two
countries in all spheres. A trade delegation to the Philippines achieved our
objective of Taiwan-US third country development cooperation and
demonstrated the determination of Taiwan and the Philippines to create
coprosperity. Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has repeatedly
emphasized that peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait are a priority.
In an interview with an Indian media outlet in August, he stated that if there
was a cross-strait confrontation, it would be impossible for the Philippines
to stay on the sidelines given its proximity to Taiwan. President Marcos
has consistently reaffirmed his high regard for cross-strait peace and

stability.

Countries in Double-12 integrated diplomacy initiative—Australia,
New Zealand, India, and Canada: Australia and New Zealand have
repeatedly stressed the importance of peace and stability across the Taiwan
Strait at major international events and have upheld freedom of navigation
in the Taiwan Strait. The Australian Parliament adopted a motion on
UNGA 2758 based on the related model resolution passed by the Inter-
Parliamentary Alliance on China, making Australia the first country to do

SO.

Taiwan and India have further enhanced economic, trade, and

technological ties. In a statement issued in August, the Ministry of External
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Affairs of India said that there was no change in its stance on the issue of

Taiwan and that its ties with Taiwan in existing areas would continue.

Also in August, Taiwan and Canada signed an MOU on a dark vessel
detection system to protect the marine environment and economy and
jointly safeguard prosperity and stability throughout the Indo-Pacific

region.

2.6. Actively expanding Taiwan’s international participation

Seeking engagement in UN and its specialized agencies: At the 80th
session of the UNGA in September, leaders of Palau, the Marshall Islands,
Tuvalu, Eswatini, Paraguay, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Belize,
Saint Christopher and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Guatemala, and the Czech
Republic spoke up for Taiwan. Like-minded countries in the Americas,
Europe, the Indo-Pacific, and other regions echoed support for Taiwan’s
participation in UN affairs and international organizations, expressed
concern over cross-strait peace, and called to end the misrepresentation of
UNGA Resolution 2758 through such means as joint statements, motions,
and resolutions favorable to Taiwan. Officials of missions to the United
Nations of Taiwan’s allies, including Palau, the Marshall Islands, Tuvalu,
Saint Christopher and Nevis, Belize, and Guatemala, sent a joint letter to
the UN Secretariat conveying firm support for Taiwan’s involvement in
the UN system. The United Nations assigned a senior official to receive
the letter, demonstrating the high level of attention that it gives to Taiwan’s
bid. Meanwhile, at the 42nd session of the International Civil Aviation
Organization Assembly, Guatemala, Saint Lucia, the United States, France,
Germany, Italy and other countries underscored the importance of
Taiwan’s participation in ICAO to global aviation safety and urged that

Taiwan be included in joint efforts to ensure international security.
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Expanding Taiwan’s participation and influence in Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation: Taiwan continues to actively contribute to APEC
meetings on technical issues such as the digital economy, women’s
empowerment, smart medical care, and renewable energy. By
Implementing projects in areas of Taiwan’s strengths; regularly attending
high-level dialogues, ministerial meetings, subfora, and workshops; and
expanding interactions and exchanges with officials, scholars, and experts
from other countries, we have enhanced Taiwan’s visibility and influence
in APEC and the Indo-Pacific.

Defending Taiwan’s right to participate in Pacific Islands Forum: As
a PIF development partner, Taiwan has long facilitated multilateral
cooperation and development in the Pacific region. Taiwan faces attempts
by China to suppress its diplomatic space by using pro-Chinese Pacific
countries in the PIF. Last year, three Pacific allies, Australia, and New
Zealand spoke up for Taiwan. Thanks to their efforts, the Taiwanese
delegation was able to meaningfully take part in the PIF without
jeopardizing Taiwan’s status or its right to participate in future events. This
year, efforts continued in concert with our allies and like-minded nations.
The PIF host country, Solomon Islands, under pressure from China,
excluded Taiwan and other partners, prompting criticism from the United
States, Japan, and other countries. We nevertheless sought alternative
avenues to contribute to the region. The communiqué issued after the PIF

leaders’ meeting supported maintaining Taiwan’s participation and status.

2.7. Creating innovative mechanisms to promote diverse diplomacy
Establishing mechanisms for dialogue with other ministers: MOFA has

currently set up systems to jointly work on foreign policy with the Ministry
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of Environment, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Health and Welfare,
Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Education, National Science and
Technology Council, and Ministry of Labor. Plans are also in place to
establish mechanisms to collectively promote foreign affairs with the
Ministry of Sports, Ministry of Digital Affairs, Ministry of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Transportation and Communications, and Council of

Indigenous Peoples.

Leveraging expertise of ambassadors-at-large: In October, President
Lai appointed 10 ambassadors-at-large specializing in medicine, public
health, environmental sustainability, the digital economy, digital
governance, indigenous affairs, religion, industry, sports diplomacy,
gender equality, and other fields. They will work on various aspects of
Taiwan’s international participation, strengthen its diplomatic influence,

and advance foreign relations in diverse ways.

Building an international nongovernmental organization (INGO) hub:
In recent years, Freedom House, the International Republican Institute, the
European Values Center for Security Policy, Reporters Without Borders,
and other INGOs have opened offices in Taiwan. MOFA is actively
preparing to set up an INGO center and establish a consultation and
exchange platform and a development center. This will create an INGO
ecosystem chain. Together with like-minded partners, we will position
Taiwan as an INGO hub for the Indo-Pacific.

2.8. Parliamentary diplomacy

Delegations going overseas for parliamentary exchanges: Since
President Lai took office, MOFA has assisted 84 Legislative Yuan
delegations—totaling 198 members—with overseas visits to a total of 29
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countries, including the United States, Japan, the Czech Republic,
Germany, and France. In January, Legislative Yuan President Han Kuo-yu
visited the United States for the 60th inaugural ceremony of the president
and vice president. In April, a delegation led by Legislative Yuan Vice
President Johnny Chiang composed of members of the USA Caucus and
this committee visited the United States for exchanges. In September, a
cross-party delegation of members from the Taiwan-Japan Friendship
Association led by Legislative Yuan President Han visited Japan to engage
in parliamentary exchanges and study Expo 2025 in Osaka. MOFA also
assisted delegations led by Legislative Yuan Vice President Chiang to the
Czech Republic and other European countries. | thank the Legislative Yuan

for its efforts in jointly advancing Taiwan’s diplomacy.

Receiving and deepening interactions with friends in international
community: In promoting parliamentary diplomacy, the Legislative Yuan
has also received 55 delegations totaling 250 parliamentarians from 28
countries. Guests included Speaker of the Nitijela of the Marshall Islands
Brenson Wase, Speaker of the Parliament of Tuvalu lakoba Italeli,
President of the Senate of Saint Lucia Alvina Reynolds, President of the
Congress of Guatemala Nery Ramos, Chair of the European Parliament’s
Taiwan Friendship Group Michael Gahler, Cochair of the British-
Taiwanese All-Party Parliamentary Group Sarah Champion, and Cochair
of the US Congressional Taiwan Caucus of the House of Representatives

Ami Bera.

2.9. Think tank diplomacy

Organizing two major international meetings—Yushan Forum and
Ketagalan Forum

Showcasing Taiwan’s new positioning at Yushan Forum: The eighth
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Yushan Forum in March demonstrated to the international community how
the NSP+ further connects Taiwan to the Indo-Pacific and the world
through the concept of expanding globally from a solid base in Taiwan.
The forum also highlighted Taiwan’s efforts to leverage its strengths in
trusted technologies and use the new integrated diplomacy policy, the
Taiwan+n industrial model, and the Diplomatic Allies Prosperity Project
to contribute to global non-red supply chains, clean networks, and digital

solidarity, becoming a trustworthy partner for the world.

Deepening democratic solidarity and enhancing Indo-Pacific security
through Ketagalan Forum: In August, MOFA hosted the Ketagalan
Forum: 2025 Indo-Pacific Security Dialogue. Speakers and panelists
included former UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson, former President of the
French National Assembly Francois de Rugy, and other prominent political
figures, experts, and scholars. The forum underlined the importance of

Taiwan to Indo-Pacific security.

Participating in international forums, summits, and strategic
dialogues: MOFA received visits from and engaged in discussions with
major international think tanks, including delegations from the National
Bureau of Asian Research and the Atlantic Council, a group of think tank
representatives and opinion leaders from South Asia, participants in the
Taiwan-US-India trilateral dialogue, and a delegation from the Institute for
Indo-Pacific Security. It continued to assist government leaders and senior
officials from Taiwan in visiting important international think tanks abroad
for exchanges and contributing to international forums as speakers and
panelists. Their participation in the Forum 2000, GLOBSEC Forum,
Artificial Intelligence Action Summit, Aspen Security Forum,
International Institute for Strategic Studies Prague Defence Summit,
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Warsaw Security Forum, and other events bolstered Track 1.5 and Track 2

diplomacy.

2.10. Youth diplomacy

In implementing President Lai’s Taiwan Global Pathfinders Initiative, after
a review and approval process, a total of 28 action plans for 48 applicants
were made available over both rounds of this year’s 1'Youth Talent Program.
Opportunities included internships at the European Youth Parliament and
government departments of six of Taiwan’s allies. For the first round of
next year’s initiative, the scope of action plans and the number of places
will be increased, adding Palau, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands,
Slovakia, Argentina, Mexico, and other countries. This will broaden the
international horizons of Taiwanese youths and strengthen their global
connections. The first cohort to be invited to join the program participation-
based section of the Taiwan Global Pathfinders Initiative-Diplomatic
Allies Inbound Track were a group of 24 young people from Eswatini, the
Marshall Islands, Palau, and Tuvalu. They visited Taiwan to learn about
new agriculture, environmental conservation, industrial development, and
other fields. The proposal-based section of the track offered young people
from diplomatic allies internship opportunities in Taiwan in four thematic
areas—smart agriculture, sustainable tourism, sports diplomacy, and
cultural diplomacy. The aim is for interns to apply what they learn in

Taiwan to make contributions to social development in their countries.

In collaboration with the Ministry of Education, MOFA sent two
delegations of outstanding Teen Diplomatic Envoys on 10-day tours of US
cities. One team went to Los Angeles and San Francisco, and the other
visited Chicago and Houston. We will select 16 people—including

students majoring in agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and animal husbandry
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as well as outstanding local young farmers—to visit Australia for the
Young Agricultural Ambassadors NSP Exchange Program. The group will
share Taiwan’s farming techniques and experiences in sustainable

development.

Under this year’s International Youth Ambassadors Exchange Program,
MOFA arranged for 40 talented Taiwanese college students to visit Guam,

Hawaii, and the Marshall Islands.

2.11. Cultural diplomacy

Taiwan Culture in Europe 2025: The theme of the Taiwan Culture in
Europe 2025 campaign was “From Tech to Culture.” I traveled to the
Czech Republic for the opening of a special exhibition organized by the
National Palace Museum and a performance of the musical Formosa
Roadside Wedding Banquet by the National Chinese Orchestra Taiwan. To
see the results of economic as well as cultural diplomacy, | visited factories
run by Inventec, Wistron, and other Taiwanese businesses in the Czech
Republic. | saw a performance by a Taiwanese performing arts troupe at
the Sala Santa Cecilia in Rome, Italy. In Austria, | attended the When East
Meets West concert. The series of cultural events deepened values-based
connections between Taiwan and Europe and cemented our close relations

as democratic partners.

Expo 2025 in Osaka: From April to October, MOFA cooperated with the
Ministry of Culture to send Taiwanese folk arts performers to Japan and
organize joint events with allies participating in the world fair to showcase
Taiwan’s richly diverse culture. We also launched a global social media

campaign #FindingTAIWAN to raise Taiwan’s profile at the expo.
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Paris Cultural Olympiad: Taiwan successfully obtained approval from
the event organizer to install a Taiwan Pavilion at the official venue in Parc
de la Villette. It also produced a short promotional film titled “Taiwan: Win
Over The World” and launched three local campaigns to showcase
Taiwanese culture. The initiatives received a widespread response from the

international community.

2.12. International assistance produces win-win outcomes

Replacing one-way aid with partnerships for coprosperity: MOFA
promotes the Diplomatic Allies Prosperity Project in collaboration with
TaiwanICDF. To date, 105 cooperation programs under the project have
been implemented in allies and friendly countries. Initiatives cover a
diverse range of spheres including agriculture, public health, medical care,
education, digital development, environmental protection, and small and
medium-sized enterprises, constituting a comprehensive system of
international assistance. We continue to expand links with the United
States, Japan, Canada, and other international partners to amplify

coprosperity.

Doubling the number of MOFA Taiwan Scholarship recipients: In
addition to increasing the number of scholarship recipients, MOFA has
also expanded the pool of eligible countries of origin from the original 12
diplomatic allies to include another 12 nations. The Double-12 initiative
aims to win the backing of important and internationally influential like-
minded states, develop outstanding young talent in allied and partner
countries, and advance cooperation and friendships between Taiwan and

other nations around the world to create coprosperity and mutual benefits.

Providing international humanitarian assistance: Based on the values
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of freedom, democracy, and human rights, MOFA continues to work with
international partners and harness private sector resources to deliver
essential humanitarian assistance, funds, and supplies to people affected by
war in Ukraine, Gaza, and other areas. It also joins infrastructure
reconstruction efforts at appropriate times. Taiwan further assists Mexico,
Ecuador, and Chile in promoting disaster relief and aid programs. Acting
in a spirit of humanitarianism and as a force for good, Taiwan has

demonstrated its commitment to mutual assistance for mutual benefit.

3. Seeking full support of Legislative Yuan members for planned
increase in next year’s MOFA budget
Since taking office, | have actively sought a reasonable increase in
MOFA’s budget and improved benefits and pay for diplomats to further
enhance Taiwan’s diplomatic leverage. Next year, MOFA plans to propose
a total budget of NT$41.503 billion, a rise of NT$10.916 billion from this
year’s NT$30.587 billion budget. The main reason is because each year
China significantly expands the budget of its Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
which has seen an 11-fold increase in the past 25 years. Their funding is
used to pressurize and entice our allies, further suppress Taiwan’s
international space, and create other challenges. If Taiwan’s diplomatic
resources and capacities are not upgraded, it will be difficult for us to
contend with China’s strident aggression and abundant finances. At the
same time, MOFA needs to integrate public and private sector resources to
pursue a strategy of asymmetric diplomacy. It is also considering raising
benefits for overseas personnel, including housing subsidies and location
allowances. | sincerely hope that the committee members will support

these measures and boost the morale of our colleagues at MOFA.

4. Conclusion
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Taiwan has become a pivotal state that exerts an influence on global
developments. In this new era, it has emerged as a strong new middle
power. Faced with a complex and volatile international landscape and
growing threats from China, MOFA will further promote integrated
diplomacy to advance relations with partner countries, safeguard
democratic ideals, and add value to the world through economic and
technological cooperation. | look forward to the continued support and

guidance of members of the Legislative Yuan. Thank you.
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